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PREFACE. 



J'ortiiE aux RépubKcains^ dans ce Pays favorisé, ll^ 
lecture de la Déclaration des droits, et de la Constitution 
de 1793, pièces si digrtes d'être préservées, comme trèsimr 
portantes et calculées pour rectifier des opinions conceniant« 
l'époque mémorable qui les vit naître, les amis dm Peo^ 
qui eurent alors de l'influence, et le Peuple souireratn qui 
accepta cette constitution à une si graiHle majorité dans oe 
temps d'espoir. 

J'y joins quelques autres pièces ; les notes ma g qqtei de 
cette manière (*) ou (f ), -appartinrent originellement aux 
pièces sous lesquelles elles se trouvent ; les notes numé- 
rotées au contraire sont toutes d'une même main, ainsi que 
les mots ajoutés, lesquels sont constamment renfermés en 
crochets M, et jamais en parenthèses ( ). 

Je desire pourtant que le lecteur ne me regarde que 
comme publiant seulement, le tout, et chaque partie ; hor- ^ 
mis les préfaces, je déclare ne (aire qu'offrir tout le reste, 
sans excepter le contenu de ces notes numérotées, à la 
considération du lecteur. Je n'offre que des idées, des 
opinions, sans déclarer si les miennes y sont conformes. 

Sï j'ai embelli cette compilation par d^s ^^rsûts d'un 
ouvrage renommé et important de l'illustre Citoyen de 
Genève, que personne ne me soupçonne de ne pas détester 
des expressions qui malheureusement ont pu tomber de la 
plume de cet auteur, par ignorance et préjugés à l'égard 
de ce qui est beaucoup plus important que tous les autres 
sujets ensemble qui peuvent occuper, pendant son court 
séiout dans ce monde, Tesprit immortel d'un mortel, fra- 
gile, et qui a désobéi à son Créateur. — ^Âh ! la Révélation 
seule du Dieu de bonté, le Dieu juste et Sauveur, — ^l'Evan- 
gile, dans sa pureté, et libre de corruptions humaines,*-^ 
révèle les fondemens d'un espoir solide et raisonaUe, d'un 
e^ir glorieux, à l'égard du genre humain ! 
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iv PREFACE. 

La compilation que je publie à présent n'est ni ma pro- 
priété ni celle d'aucune ^ autre personne, le droit de copie 
n^étant point réservé ; si quelque ami des vrais principes 
la réimprime, en tout ou en partie, il me fera un grand 
plaisir* 

Des noms chers à des Démocrates Européens se 
trouvent mentionnés dans ce petit ouvrage, mais je ne suis 
point à inéme <le donner des notices oiograpbiques ; si 
cet ouvrage tombe sous les mains d'un des *' égaux," jouis- 
sant de sûreté dan« ces Ëtats bospita,lters, et possédant xim 
matériaux suffisâns, je lui demande s'il ne pourrait se 
pendfe «Hile en publiant des notices biographiques de 
Robespierre, de Saint«just, de Babœuf, et d'autres, dans , 
ce Paj» ou la vérité peut se publier, et où il existe pour- 
tant, à ce qui me parait, des préjugés aJ'égard d'homiûes 
et d'évésemem dans l'esprit de quekjues R^mblicains i 



MARIA^ ALETTA HULSHOFR 
Mw-York, le S^^rne, (jhi 2««« Mois, 1817. 
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PREFACE. 



Thb CoDstitution, accepted by the French âdvere^o* 
People in the year 1793, the Declar^oB of the rights o^ 
man, prodaimed in the same- year,, that year of rejoicing 
pfrospects for the French tni» Repohlieans, and seTeral 
other pieces contained in the co»pdilation mm publisheé 
by me^ appear to me very imporlaat and interestingi and 
worthy to be more generally known. 

Upoir inquiry, I could not find that this Co^titution had 
ever been published in New-York i» a pamphlet form ^ 
and as Pfewspapers, though containing momcAtoiM ital«^ 
papers, are too seldom preserved, I thought k protM^ile, 
that a translation of this Constitution» (although translations 
of the same, and of the Declaration of rights, were publish^ 
ed in the New-* York journal extraordinary of September 7, 
1793,) would be found at present in the possessic^n of bat 
very few persons. I therefore yielded to the desire L felt, 
of having a small number of copies printed in this favoured 
Land, where sound reasonings and unperverted accounts 
of facts can be freely published, and ideas and opinioi» 
submijtted to the considefation of the reader, without res- 
traint or danger. 

. Together with this Constitution in the original, (as 
•ontained in the Moniteur,) and the translation thereof, 
which it is hoped is in a good degree literal and accurate^ 
Ipublish some other pieces which were in my possession, 
l^ey are not all alike valuable, but I trust some, will be 
acceptable and interesting at least to some readers, and so 
I trust will the extracts from well known works. , I consi^ 
dered it an essential point to add so much matter as would 
give this little work, in conseuuence of its size, a f^rer 
chance to preservation, than if it had bfen a mere small 
pan»phkt * 

Tus notes markedthus (*), and thus (f), originally be- 
longed to the pieces, under which they are foukd; those 
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fi PREFACE. 

marked with a number, od tbe contrary are all of one bartd, 
and so are words added io tbe pteees inserted in this com- 

Silation, to make the setise more plain or for other causes, 
uch words are in this work always distinguished by being 
placed between crotchets like these [ "] , never by being 
printed in Italics, or by being inclosed in parentheses like 
Ûme ()v 

|r I Bowsv£ft, wish to be considered by my readers merely 
in the character of a publisher, in respect to aU the con^ 
fenlB of this compilation (the prefaces excepted) i as well 
wiA rq^ard to the numbered notes, and, words added, as 
I» the inserted original ]^eces, the extracts and the traiuh 
lati<ms. The whde, as well as ev^ry part, whatever po« 
ttlii^e asB^piioiis they mav contai», I declare to offer merely 
to tbe, oonsidefation of my readers as a publisher. In 
sei^eral nMstasees niy own opinion differs from assertions 
eotitaÎQed in thb compilation. 

Ir the sound and excellent ideas respecting war and 
ether subieetB, which are extracted from the works of two 
peno wmrf, and, m some respects, in my opinion, great, 
ueefid, and enl^tened audiora, be relidied by some of 
EÉf Headers, ffiends to the rights of man and umversal 
pmcm ; let Hose suppose that I do not abhor the expres» 
sioas used by these very authors, when unhappily they 
sfMeak evil of that, which it is evident they did not under- 
stMid ; bm which alone affords solid and rational greni^ 
of joyful prospects and exultation to those who wish the 
V$ae iM^puiess of their feHow-men.— *I greatly ^fo&MHrove 
also of some ideas exhibited in other worios from wmdi I 
halve made quotations ; but generally, I cmiridered those 
parts which I have inserted, as containing impiMrtant opi* 
mens. 

élHOFC that this compilation may contribute to eradi-^ 
eale from the minds of some Reptriilicans in this Country 
âteir incorrect ideas rejecting the pditioal coMloct and 
views of some of the renowned men who lirere conspicuous 
iÉdie fVench reiplutioll : men who, inving devoted diem- 
selves to the good cause of libehy, died as martyrs in its 
eause! Hiat their niknesare omn repeated with scorn 
and dandtv by ^» ncttierotts adherents to despotis» and 
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PREFACE. vu 

foUjT, is honourable to them, and in some respeeid pleasing 
to the surviving friends of that cause which they so zea- 
loudy defended ; but there is something peculiarif painfiil ' 
in the thought that some friends to liberty and truth with- 
hold the tribute due to their political conduct. May some 
French RepMkaHj who has found safety on these hos- 
pitable shores, and is better acquainted with particulars 
than myself, favour the public with true biographical 4 
sketches ! — May this compilation also contribute to increase 
a detestation of war, and to invigorate Patriotism and the 
love of liberty in some minds I 

I HAVE compiled this publication under considerable 
disadvantages, arising in part from a feeble state of health 
and an imperfect acquaintance with both the English and 
French languages, not to mention other unpropitious cir- 
ciimstances« I wish it may not escape observation that no 
copy rieht is reserved. It would be pecvUariy gratifying 
to me if any friend to sound principles should re*print it, in 
part or wholly. Only a limited number of copies is now 
to be struck off, and I do not intend to be concerned in any 
odier edition. Relative duties have appeared for a con- 
siderable time to call me back to my native Country, Hol- 
land, once in some degree, /^-ee and prosperous, but which 
now ousht to serve as a beacon, to warn other Nations 
against tne consequences of factions, wars, national supine- 
ness and inactivity, and of submission to the first encroach* 
ments on the liberty of the people. For this Country I 
intend, if consbtent with the perfect will of the Saviour, to 
embark without delay when this publication shall see the 
light, under an impression that I can live there now (since 
tte fall of Buonaparte) in safety and without prison-walls, 
if I preserve silence^ though in no manner denying my poli- 
tical principles, which are there:$o well known. Ana my 
stay on earth will probably not be long. 

Mat these United States, '^ The stranger's home,'^ 
prosper ! May li^ht and truth gain ground ; and peace and 
liberty here establish their permanent abode ! 

MARIA ALETTA HULSHOFF. 

JVeio-York, First month 2Aih, 1817. 
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DECLARATION 

DES 

DROITS DE L'HOMME ET DU CITOYEN. 

Le Peuple Français, convaincu que l'oubli et le mépris 
des droits naturels de l'Homme sont les seules causes des 
malheurs du Monde, a résolu d'exposer dans une déclara- 
tion solennelle ces droits sacrés et inaliénables, afin que 
tous les Citoyens, pouvant comparer sans cesse les actes 
du gouvernement avec le but de toute institution sociale, 
ne se laissent jamais opprimer et avilir par la tyrannie ; 
afin que le Peuple ait toujours devant 4es yeux les bases 
de sa liberté et de son bonheur ; le magistrat^ la règle de 
ses devoirs ; le législateur, l'objet de sa mission. 

En conséquence, il proclame, en présence de VEtre 
Suprême, la déclaration suivante des droits de l'Homme 
et du Citoyen. 

Abt. 1^« Le but de la Société est le bonheur commun. 

Le gouvernement est institué, pour garantir à l'Homme 
la jouissance de ses droits naturels et imprescriptibles. 
. 2. Ces droits sont l'égalité, la liberté, la sûreté, la pro- 
priété. 

3. Tous les hommes sont égaux par la nature et devant 
la loi. 

4. La loi est l'expression libre et solennelle de la vo- 
lonté générale ; eHe est la même pour tous, soit qu'elle 
protège, soit qu'elle punisse ; elle ne peut ordonner aue ee 
^i est juste et utile à la Société : elle ne peut défendre 
^pie ce qui lui est nubible. ^ 

5. Tous les Citoyens sont paiement admissibles aux 
emplois publics. Les Peuples libres ne connaissent d'au- 
tres jBotifsde préférence dans leurs élections, que les ver- 
tus et les talens. 

6. La liberté est le pouvoir qui appartient à l'Homme 
de faire tout ce qui ne nuit pas aux droits d'autrui : elle a 
pour principe la nature ; pour règle la justice ; pour sauve- 
garde la loi : sa limite morale est dans cette maxime : 
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2 IMOMIUtWN 

Ntfm pat à un nuire ce gm tu me tfempaarp^ ie smifiAt 

7. Le droit de oiaotfesler sa pensée et ses opinions, soit 
par la voie àt la {Presse, soit de toute aut^e manière, le 
droit de s'atserâbler paistUeinent, le libre exercice des 
edtes ne p^rveat être interdits. 

La nécessité d'énoncer ces droits suppose on % pré- 
senoe oii le . souvenir récent du «kqpotisme. 

{8. Ce tfJà n'est poîntdéim^ p»r la loi ne pmitétre em- 
pécbéi peraonne ne peut être forcé à fiùre et ^'^[ 
m'ofdome poiat.](l]| 

8. La sûreté ooMrte dans la {H^oleetîoii m&tmMm par là 
SœUté à chacun de tes Membrâs pour la eofmervatîon de 
ea pefiOBoa, de ses droits et de ses propriétés. 

é. La loi doit pr^éger la fierté pidriique et iadifi' 
dMpUe^ eoMre l'ofpressifm de eaux qui |^vement 

10. Nui ne doit âtte accusé, arrêté, m détenu, çie dans 
les cas déterminés par la loi et selon les tommm qu'elle a 
mAcrites; tout Citoyen appc^ ou saisi par l'autorké de 
k loit doit obéir à l'instant ; il se rend coupable pi» la 
résistuice. 

11. Tout acte «Keroé eoulre un homise hors des cas et 
saa» \m formas que la loi détermine, est arbitrage et ty- 
rannique : [le reqpeol pour la loi lui défend det^ s^y sou- 
fllaHres :] (â) oalui mulre lequel on Touéhroit Hexéccrt^par 
la violence, a le drok de le repcmsser jn^ la foree^ 

, 11. Ceux- qui solUcitcnâeiit, expédieiaioBt, Âgneraient, 
«céoitement on feraient exécuter desactes aibitraires eoet 
coupables et dMveut être punis. 

1 a Tout homme étant présumé innwent, jissu^à ee qu'il 
ak été dédaré eoopable, s'il est jugé indisprasme de l'ar^ 
sêter^ toiâe r^neur qui ne serait pas nécessaire pour s'as^ 
mirer de sa personne, doit être sévèrement répiimée ptr 
la loi. 

14. Nid M dok ê«M jc^, et puni^ qu'sprès avoir été 
entendu ou l^;alement ap^ié, et ^'en vertu ^'une hé» 

ii) Comme eet article se trouve 4aiMi f^us é'aae tiadMtiMiVie 
j'ai Toe, U me parait douteux s'il a été omis dans Le MonUeur^ mk fe« 
jetë à la rédaction finale de la coniftltutlon. 

(^ Peu^tHre ces mots ont été omis dam te Matt&teot^ 
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DES DROITS. 3 

promuleuée antérieurement aa délit : la lot qui punirait - 
des délits commis avant qu^eHe existât, serait une tyrannie ; 
r^t rétroactif donné à la loi, serait un crime. 

15. La loi ne doit décerner que des peines strictement 
et évidemment nécessaires : les peines doivent être pro- 
portionnées au délit et utiles à la Société. 

16. Le droit de propriété est celui qui appartient à tout 
Citfiyen de jouir et de disposer à son gré de ses biens, de 
ses revenus^ du fruit de son travail et de son industrie. 

17. Nul genre de travail, de culture, de commerce, ne 
peut être interdit à l'industrie des Citoyens. 

18. Tout homme peut engager se^ services, son temps; 
mais il ne peut se vendre ni être vendu. Sa personne n'est 
pas une propriété aliénable. La loi ne reconnaît point de 
domesticité ; il ne peut exister qu'un engagement de soms 
et de reconnaissance entre l'homme qui travaille et celui 
qui l'emplbie. 

19. Nul ne peut être privé de la moindre portion de sa 
propriété, sans son consentement, si ce n'est lorsque la né- 
cessité publique légalement constatée l'exige,^ et sous la 
condition d'une juste et préaldble indénmité. . 

30. Nolle contribution ne peut être établie que pour 
Tutilité générale. (3/ Tous les Citoyens ont droit de con- 
courir à l'établissement des contributions, d'en surveâler 
l'emploi, et de s'en faire fendre compte. 

SI . Les secours publics sont une dette sacrée. La So- 
ciété doit la subsistence aux Citoyens malheureux, soit en 
leur procurant du travail, soit en asmirant les moyens d'ex* 
ister à ceux qui sont hors d'état de travailler. 

2|2. L'instru^on est le besoin de tous. La Société 
doit favoriser de tout son pouvoir les progrès de la raiiCHi 
publique, et mettre l'instruction à la portée de tous les 
Citoyens. 

23. La guantie sociale consiste dans l'action de tous, 
pour assurer à chacun la jouissance et la conservation de 
ses droits ; cette garantie repose sur la souveraineté na- 
tionale. 

(3) Peui*être il y a ici lei mots, '* et pour pourvoir air besoins pu- 
blics." que Le MmvUeur ae cobtieut point. 

B 
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4 raCLA^ATION 

24. £lle ne petit exister, si les Hontes des fonolbns 
pabiiques ne sont pas clairement déterminées par la loi, et 
si la responsabilité de tous les fon<^iônnair^ n'est pas as* 
sarée. 

25. La souveraineté réside dans le Peuple* Elle est 
une et indivifibie, imprescriptible et inaliénable. 

26. Aucune portion du Peuple ne peut exercer la puis- 
sance du Peuple entier ; mais chaque section du Souverun 
assemblée doit jouir du droit d'exprimer sa volonté avec 
une entière liberté. v 

27. Que tout indiiidu qui usurperait la soureraineté, soit 
à l'instant mis à mort par les hommes libres.(4j 

28. Un Peuple a toujours le droit de revoir, de réfor- 
aier et de changer sa constitution. Une génération ne 
peut assujettir à ses lois^ les générations futures. 

29. Chaque Citoyen à.un droit égal de concourir à la 
formation de la loi et à la nomination de ses mandataires 
ou de ses agens. 

30. Les fonctions publiques sont essentiellement tempo- 
faires ; elles ne peuvent être considérées comme des dis- 
tinctions ni comme des récompenses, mais comme des 
devoirs. fx 

i'di. Les délits des;najÊdataires du Peuple et de ses 
agens ne doivent jama» être impunis. Nul n'a le droit de 
se prétendre plus inviolable que les autres Citoyens. 

32. Le droit de présenter des pétitions aux dépositaires 
dé l'autorité publique, [appartient à chaque individu. 
L'exercice de ce droit] (5) ne peut en aucun cas être inter- 
dit, suspendu, ni limité. 

33. La résistance à l'oppression^ est la conséquence des 
«tttres droits de l'Homme. 



"Too 



D'après nne tradaetion il semble qu'on lit daos l'origkia] aiosi : 
root indiykln qui s'arroge la loiiyefikieté, ou qui en uiorpe l'ezer- 
oic9, doit être mis à. mort par les hommes libres." Il me parait que 
Le îitoniteur n'est pas correct ici. Je suis incliné à présumer que 
dans l'original on lit: ** Tout indiTidn qui usurperait la souyeraineté 
doit à l'instant être mis à mort par les hommes libres." C'est à ^Bra : 
** s'il arriye qu'un indiyidu tiiurpe la souyeraineté." Compares art. 12 
de cette Déclaration. 

(5) Il me parait que ces mots ont été omit dans Z^ iUofijlMir ; ils se 
trdiuyent dans deux traductions. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DlSmtOlTO. ê 

34«^I1 Y a oppression contre le Ckirps Sodd, lorsqu'un 
seul de ses Membres est opprimé. Il y a oppression contre 
chaqi» Membre, lonqne te Corps Social est opprimé. 

35. Quand le gouvernement viole les droits du Peuple, 
Mosurrection est pour le Peuple et pour chaque portion 
du Peuple le plus sacré des droits(6) et le plus indispen* 
saUe des devoirs. , 



ACTE CONSTiTUTIONNEL. 
De la Réptélique. 
Abt. l^r. La République Française est une et indivisible. 
De la Distribution du Peuple. 

2. Le Peuple Français est distribué, pour l'exercice de 
sa souveraineté, en assemblées primaires de cantons. 

3. n est distribué, pour Padministration et pour la jus- 
tice, en départemens, districts, municipalités. 

De Vetat des Ckayens. 
\ 4. Tout homme né et domicilié en France, âgé de 21 
ans accomplis ; 

Tout étranger âgé d^ 21 ans accomplis, qui, domidlîé 
en France depuis une année, 

T vit de son travail^ 

Ou acquiert une propriété ; 

Ou épouse une Française ; 

Ou adopte un enfant; 

Ou nourrit un vieillard ; _ 

Tout étranger enfin, qui sera jugé par le corps législatif 
avoir bien mérité de l'humanité, 

Est admis à l'exercice des droits de Citoyen Français. : 

5. L'exercice des droits de Citc^en se perd. 

Par la naturalisation en pap étranger ; 

Par Tacceptation de fonctions ou faveurs émanées d'un 
gouvernement non populaire ; 

(6) Les motn, *' des droits" ne se trouvent poiot dans deux traduc' 
- tioiis de cftt^ DêclaratkNi* 
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Paria condamoadcm à des peines ki&mftiites eu atte- 
trres, jusqu'à rébabilitatiou. 

6. t/exercice des droits de Citoyen est suspendu, 
Par l'état d'accusation ; 

Par un jugement de contumace, tant que le jugemeft 
n'est pas anéanti.(7) 

De la Souveraineté du Peuple. 

7. Le Peuple scruverain est l'universalité des Cit07%ns 
Français. 

6. Il nomme immédiatement ses députés. 

9. Il déléeue à des électeurs le choix des administra- 
teurs, des arbitres publics, dès juges criminels et de cas- 
sation. 

10. Il délibère sur les lois. 

Des assemblées Primaires. 

11. Les assemblées primaires se composent des Cito- 
yens domiciliés depuis six mois dans chaque canton. 

12. Elles sont composées de 200 Citoyens au moins, de 
600 au plus, appelés à voter. 

13. Elles sont constituées parla nomination d'un pré- 
sident, de secrétaires, de scrutateurs. 

14» Leur police leur appartient. 

15. Nul n y peut paraître en armes. 

16. Les élections se font au scrutin ou à haute voix, au 
choix de chaque votant. 

17« Une assemblée primaire ne peut, en aucun cas, pre- 
scrire une mode uniforme de voter. 

18. Les scrutateurs constatent le vote des Citoyens qui, 
ne sachant point écrire, préfèrent de voter au scrutin. 

19. Les suffrages sur les Iois(8) sont donnés par oui et 
par non. 

(7) Peut-être Le Moniteur a omis ici les mot» suivans : " Par la dé- 
raènce on la prodigalité légalement constatée.*' Peut-être ** Par la 
démence/* est omis seulement; ces derniers noots se trouvent dans 
nue traduction. 

(8) Voyez l'article 34, 69 et 60. 
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i( 

20. Le rmfj de l'assemblée primaire est proclamé ainsi : 
Les Citoyens réunis en assemblée prima- re de , ... au nombre 
de ... . notansy votent pour^ ou, votent eonircj à la minorité 
de ..... , 

De la Représentation Nationale. 

21. La population est la seule base de la réprésentation 
nationale. 

22. Il y a un djéputé en raison de 40 mille in&vîdus; 

23. Chaque réunion d'assemblées primaires, résultant 
d'une population de ^,000 a 41,d00 âmes iM>mmè immé- 
diatement un député. 

24. La nomination se fait à la majorité absolue des 
sMflrages. 

25. Chaque assemblée fait le dépouillement des suf- 
frages, et envoyé un commissaire pour le recensement géné- 
ral, au lieu désigné comme le plus central. 

26. Si le premier recensement ne donne point de ma- 
jorité absolue, il est procédé à un secood appel, et on yote 
entre les deux Citoyens qui ont réuni le plus de voisc. 

27. En cas d'égalité de voix, le plus âgé a la préférence, 
soit pour être balloté, soit pour être élu. En cas d'égalité 
d'âge, le sort décide. 

28. Tout Français, exerçant les droits de Citoyen, est 
^igible dans l'étendue de la République. 

29. Chaque député appartient à la Nation entière. 

30. En cas de non acceptation, démission, déchéance, 
ou mort d'un député, il est pourvu à son remplacement.par 
les assemblées primaires qui l'ont nommé. 

31. Un député qui a donné sa démission ne peut quitter 
son poste qu'après l'admission de son successeur. 

32. Le reuple Français s'assemble tous les ans, le 1er 
Hai, pour les élections. 

33. Il y procède, quelque soit les nombre [présent] des 
Citoyens ayant droit d'y voter. 

34. Les assemblées primaires se forment extraordinaire- 
ment, sur la demande du cinquième des Citoyens qui ont 
droit d'y voter. \ ' . 

35. La convocation se fait, en ce cas, par la municipalité 
du lieu ordinaire du rassemblement.. 
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36. Ces lesembié^ extn^rdtoaieeB ne déUberest qu'an- 
Umt que la moitié, plus un, des Citoyens qui ont droit d'y 
voter, sont présens. 

Des Assemblées JEleciordes. 

37. Les Citoyens réunis en assemblées primaires, nom- 
ment un électeur à Raison de 200 Citoyens, présens ou 
non ; deux depuis 20) jusqu'à 400 ; trois depuis 401 jus- 
qu'à 6oa 

38. La tenue des assemblées électorales, et le mode des 
électîoQa».8((NitIet mêmes que d«Qs k» assemblées primaires. 

Du Corps Législatif. 

39. Le corps législatif est un, indirisible et permanent . 
40^ Sa.9essmi est dHm an. 

41. Il se. réunit le 1er Juillet. 

42. L'assemblée nationale ne peut se constituer si elle 
B^est eonpooée au moins de la moitié des députés, plus un. 

43. Les députés ne peuvent être recherchés, accusés nî* 
jugés en aucun temps, pour les opinions qu'ils ont énoncées 
dans le sein du corps législatif. 

44. Ils peuvent, pour fait criminel, ê^ saisis eu flagrant 
délit; mais le mandat d'arrêt ni le mandat d'amener ne 
peuvent être décernés contre eux qu'avec ^autorisation du 
corps législàtiA^ 

Tenue des Séances du C^rpa Législatif. 

45. Les séances de l'assemblée nationale sont publiques. 

46. Les procès-verbaux de ses séances sont imprimés. 

47. Elle ne peut délibérer si elle n'est composée de 200 
membres, au moins. 

48. Elle ne peut refuser la parole à ses membres, dans 
l'ordre ou ils l'ont réclamée. 

49. Elle délibère à la majorité des présens. 

50. Cinquante membres ont le droit d'exiger l'appel 
nommai. 

51. EHe a le droit de censure sur la conduite de ses 
membres dans son sein. * 

52. La poKce foi appartient dans le Heu de ses séances, 
et dans l'enceinte exténeure qu'elle a déterminée. 
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Des fonctions du Corps Législatif. 

53. Le corps législatif propose des lois^ et rend des 
décres, 

54. Sont compris sous le nom général de îois^ les actes 
du corps législatif concernant : 

La législation civile et criminelle ; 

L'administration générale des revenus et des dépenses 
ordinaires de la République ; 

Les domaines nationaux ; 
" Le titre, le poids, l'empreinte et la dénomination des 
monnaies ; 

La nature, le montant, et la perception des contributions ; 

La déckration de guerre ; 

Toute nouvelle distribution générale du territoire Fran* 
çais ; 

L'instruction public^ue ; 

Les honneurs publics à la mémoire des geands bcmuaiesL 

55. Sont désignés sous le nom particulier de décrets j les 
actes du corps législatif concernant : 

L'établissement annuel des forces de terre^et de mer; 

La permission ou la defence du passa^ des troupes 
étnmgères sur le territoire Français ; 

L'introduction des forces navales étrangères dans les 
ports de la République ; 

Les mesures de sûreté et de tranquilité générale ; 

La distribution annuelle et momentanée des secours et 
travaux publics ; 

Les ordres pour la fabrication des monnaies de toute 



Les dépenses imprévues et extraordmaures ; 

Les mesures locales et particulières à une administra- 
tion, à une commune, à un genre de travaux publics ; 

La défense du territoire ; 

La ratification des traités ; 

La nomination et la destitution des commandans en 
chef des armées ; 

La poursuite de la responsabilité des membres du .con- 
seil» des fonctionnaires publics ; 
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L'accusation des prévenus de complote contre la surdé' 
générale de la République ; 

Tout changement dans la distribution partielle du ter- 
ritoire Français ; 

Les récompenses nationales. 

De la formation de la LoL 

66. Les projets de loi sont précédés d'un rapport. 

57. La discussion ne peut s'ouvrir, et la loi ne peut être 
provisoirement arrêtée que 15 jours après le rapport. 

58. Le projet est imprimé et envoyé à toutes les com- 
munes de la République, sous ce titre : Loi proposée. 

y 59. Quarante jours après l'envoi de la loi proposée, si 
dans la moitié des départemens, plus up, le dixième des 
assemblées primaires de chacun d'eux, régulièrement for- 
mées, n'a pas réclamé, le projet est accepté et devient loi. 

60. S'il y a réclamation, le corps législatif convoque les 
assemblées primaires. 

De Vintiifdé des Lois et des Décrets. 

61. Les lois, les décrets, les jugemens et tous les actes 
publics sont intitulés : Au nom du reuple Françaisj Pan .... 
de la République Française* 

Du Conseil Exécut^. 

62. Il y a un conseil exécutif composé de 24 membres. 

63. L'assemblée électorale de chaque département 
nomme un candidat. Le corps législatif choisit sur la liste 
générale les membres du conseil. 

64- Il est renouvelé par moitié à chaque législature, dans 
le dernier mois de la cession. 

' 65. Le conseil est chaîné de la direction et de la sur- 
veillance de l'administration générale. Il ne peut agir 
qu'en exécution des lois, et des décrets du corps législatif. 

66. Il nomme, hors de son sein, les agens en chef de 
l'administration générale de la République. 

67. Le corps législatif détermine le nombre et les fonc- 
tions de ces agens. 

68. Ces agens ne forment point un Conseil. Us sont 
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séparés, sans rapports immédiats entre eux ; il n'exercent 
aucune autorité personnelle. 

69. Le conseil nomme, hors de son sein, les agens exté- 
rieurs de la tlépublique. 

70. Il tiégocie les traités. 

71. Les membres du conseil, en cas de prévarication, 
sont accusés par le corps légklatif. 

72. Le conseil est responsable de l'inexécution des loii 
et des décrets, et des abus qu'il ne dénonce pas. 

73. Il révoque et remplace les ageus à sa nomination. 

74. Il est tenu de les dénoncer, s'il y a Heu, devant iH 
autorités judiciaires. 

Des relations du Conseil Exécutif avec le Corps LégislcUif. 

75. Le conseil exécutif réside auprès du corps législatif. 
Il a l'entrée et une place séparée dans le lieu de ses seances* 

76. Il est entendu toutes les fois qu'il a un compte i 
rendre. 

77. Le corps législatif l'appelle dans son sein, en tout ou 
en partie, lorsqu'rllejuge convenable. 

Des Corps Administratifs ei jMumeymux* 

78. Il y a dans chaque commune de la République une 
administration municipale ; 

Dans chaque district, une administration intermédiaire ; 
Dans chaque département, une administration centrée. 

79. Les officiers municipaux sont éliis par les assemblées 
de commune. 

^ 80. Les administrateurs sont nommés parles assemblées 
électorales de département et de district. 

81. Les municipalités et les administrations sont renou* 
velées tous les ans par moitié. 

82. Les administrateurs et officiers municipaux n'Ont 
aucun caractère de représentation. 

Ils ne peuvent, en aucun cas, modifier les actes du corps 
législatif, ni en sui^endre l'exécution. 

83. Le corps législatif détermine les fonctions des oft« 
ciers municipaux et des administrateurs, les règles de leur 
8ub<^rdination, «t les peines qu'ils pourrit encourir. 

c 
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84. Les séances des municipalités et des administrations 
sont publiques. 

De la Justice Civile. 

85. Le code des lois civiles et criminelles est uniforme 
pour toute la République. 

86. 11 ne peut être {^orté aucune atteinte an droit qu^ont 
les Citoyens de faire prononcer sor leurs différends par 
des arbitres de leur choix. 

87. La décision de ces arbitres est définitive^ si les 
Citoyens ne se sont pas réservé le droit de réclamer. 

88. Il y a des juges de paix élus par les Citoyens des 
arrondissemens déterminés par la loi. 

89. Ils concilient et jugent sans frais. 

90. Leur nombre et leur compétence sont réglés par le 
corps législatif. 

91. 11 y a des arbitres publics élus par les assemblées 
électorales. 

92. Leur nombre et leurs arrondissemens sont fixés par 
le corps législatif. 

93. Ils connaissent des contestations qui n^ont pas été 
terminées définitivement par les arbitres privés ou par les 
juges de paix. r" - 

94. Us délibèrent en public. 
Ils opinent à haute voix. . 

Us statuent en dernier ressort, sur défenses verbales, ou 
sur simple mémoire, sans procédures et sans frais. 

Ils motivent leurs décisions. 

9£. Les Juges de paix et les arbitres publics sont élcfô 
tous les ans. 

De la Justice Criminelle, 

96. En matière criminelle, nul Citoyen ne peut être 
jugé ijpie sur une accusation reçue par les jurés ou décrétée 
par le corps législatif. 

Les accusés ont des conseils choirâ par eux, ou nommés 
d'office. 

L'instruction est publique. 

Le fait et l'intention sont déclarés par un juré de juge- 
ment. 
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' La peine est appliquée par un tribunal criminel. . 

97. Les juges criminels sont élus tous les ans par les as*- 
semblées électorales. 

Du Tribunal de Cassation. 

98. Il y a pour toute la République un tribunal de cas- 
sation. 

99. Ce tribunal ne connaît point du fond des affaires. ^ 
Il prononce sur la violation des formes, et sur les contra- 

.ventions expresses à la loi. 

100. Les membres de ce tribunal sont nommés tous les 
ans parles assemblées électorales. 

Des Contributions Publiques. 

101. Nul Citoyen n'est dispensé de PhonoraUe obli* 
gation de contribuer aux. charges publiques. 

De la Trésorerie Nationale. 

102. La trésorerie nationale est le point central des re- 
cettes et dépenses de la République. 

103. Elle est administrée par des agens comptaUea, 
nommés par le conseil exécutif. 

J04. Ces agens sont surveillés par des commissures 
nommés par le corps législatif, pris hors de son sein, et 
responsables des abus qu'ils ne dénoncent pas. 

De la Comptabilité. 

105. Les comptes des agens de la trésorerie nationale 
et des administrateurs des deniers publics sont rendus an- 
nuellement à des commissaires responsables, nommés par 
le conseil exécutif. 

106. Ces vérificateurs sont surveillés par des comm&- 
saires à la nomination du corps légidatif, pris hors de son 
sein, et responsables des abus et des erreurs qu'ils ne dé- 
noncent pas. 

Le corps, lé^slatif arrête les comptes. 

Des Forces de la République. 

107. La force générale de la République est composée 
du Peuple entier. 
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108. La République entretient à sa solde, .même en 
temps de ptix, une force armée de terre et de mer. 

109. Tous les Français sont soldats; ik sont tous exer^ 
ces au maniement des armes* 

110. II n'y a point de généralissime. 

111. La différenee des grades, leurs marques distinc* 
tives et la subordination ne subsistent que relativement au 
service et pendant sa durée. 

112. La force publique employée pour maintenir l'ordre 
et la paix dans l'intérieur, n'agit que sur la réquisition par 
écrit des autorités constituées. 

113. La force publique employée contre les ennemis du 
dehors, agit sous les ordres du conseil exécutif. 

114. Nul corps armé ne peut délibérer. 

Des Conventionê J^ationaîes. 

^ 115. Si dans la moitié des départemens, plus un, le 
dixième des assemblées primaires de chacun d'eux, ré-* 
gulièrement formées, demandent la révision de Pacte cons* 
titutionnel, ou le changement de quelques-uns de ses 
articles, le corps législatif est tenu de convoquer toutes les 
assemblées primûres de la République, pour savoir s'il y à 
lieu à une convention nationale. 

116. La convention nationale est formée de la même 
manière que les législatures, et en réunit les pouvoirs. 

117. Elle ne s'occupe, relativement à la constitutionj, 
que des objets qui ont motivé sa convocation. 

Jpesi Rof^ofts de h République Française avec les J^atîons 
Etrangères. 

118. Le Peuple Françiûs est l'ami et l'allié naturel de» 
Peuples libres. 

lid. Il ne sHmmisce point dans le gouvernement des 
autres Nations. Il ne soufflre pas que tes autres Nations 
s^mmiscent dans le sien. 

120. Il donne anie aut étrangers bannis de leur patrie 
pour la cause de la liberté. 

Il le refuse aux tyrans. 

131. U ne fait point h pii|^ aveaun épatai §m ofoupe 
son territoire. 
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' J)t la GnrarUie des Droits. 

122. La constitution ^rantit à tous les. Français Péga* 
lité, la liberté, la sûreté, Ta propriété, la dette publioue, le 
libre exercice des cultes, une instruction commune, aes se- 
cours publics, la liberté indéfinie de la presse, le droit de 
pétition, le droit de se réunir en sociétés populaires, la 
jouissance de tous les droits de l'homme. 

123. La République Française honore la loyauté, le 
courage, h vieillesse, la piété filiale, le malheur. Elle 
remet le dépôt de sa constitution sous la garde de toutes 
les vertus. 

124. La déclaration des droits et l'acte constitutionnel 
sont eravés sur des tables, au sein du corps législatifi et 
dans les places publiques. 

(Signé) Collot-d'Herbois, Président; 

Durand-Maillane, 
Ducos, 

Ch. Delacroix, ^ 

GossuiN, 

P. A. Lalot, Secrétaires. 
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DECLARATION 

OF. TBE 

RIGHTS OF MAN AND OF CITIZENS. 

The French People, convinced that the forgetting of the 
natural rights of Man, and the contempt shown to these 
rights, are the only causes of the calamities in the world, 
have resolved to set forth in a solemn declaration these sa- 
cred and unalienable rights ; m order that, it being in the 
powerof all Citizens to compare continually the acts of the 

S^vernment with the design (9^ of every social institution, 
ey may never suffer themselves to be oppressed and de- 
based by t}rranny ; — and in order that the People may al- 
ways have before their eyes the foundations of their liber- 
ty and of their happiness ; the magistrate, the rule of his 
duties; the le^slator, the object of bis mission. 

Consequently, the French People proclaim, in the pre- 
sei\ce of the Supreme Being, the following declaration of 
the rights of Man and of Citizens. 

Art. 1. The design (10) of Society is common happi- 
ness. , 

Government is instituted to secure to Man the enjoyment 
of his natural and imprescriptible rishts.(ll) 

2. These rights are : equality^ liberty, safety and pro- 
perty. 

3. All men are equal by nature and in the sight of the 
law. 

(9) LeM;tho3im. x 
* (10) Le but, 

(11) Imprescriptible rights, are rights which cannot be loft by the 
ch-cumstanctt that he who has the right makes no use of it for ever to 
long a time ; righCs which cannot pass (o another by prescription, as it 
is termed. Man cannot in any way whatsoever lose his unalienable 
rights, nor part with them; but oppressors can hinder him from e^ey* 
fiig what is and remains his right. 
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DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. IT 

4. The law is the free and solemn expression of the ge- 
neral will ; and is the same for all, both in protectins;, and 
in punishing ; it cannot command but tb^t which is just 
and useful to Society ; it cannot forbid but that which b 
hurtful to the same. 

5. All Citizens are equally admissible to public employ- 
ments. Free People (12) acknowledge no other motives 
of preference in their elections, than virtues and talents. 

6. Liberty is that power which belongs to Man, of do- 
inç every thing that does not hurt the rights of anothei* : its 
prmciple is nature ; its rule justice ; its protection the law : 
Its moral limits are defined by this sentence : Do not ie 
another what thou wovidst not tvish done to thyself. 

7. The right of manifesting one's thoughts and opinion?, 
either by the press, or 4n any other manner, — the right of 
assembling peaceably,— and the free exercise of the dificr- 
ent manners of worship, — cannot be forbidden. 

The necessity of declaring these- rights, supposes either 
the presence, or the recent remembrance, of despotism. 

[& Whatever is not forbidden by the law cannot be pre- 
vented ; no one can be forced to do that which it does not 
command.] (13J 

8. Safety consists in the protection granted by Society 
to each of its members, for the preservation of his per- 
son, bis rights, and his property. 

9. The law ou^ht to protect the libertjr of the public, 
and of each individual^ against the oppression of those who 
govern. 

10. No person can be accused, arrested, nor detained, 
but in cases determined by the law, and according to the 
forms which it prescribes. Every Citizen summoned or ar- 
rested under die authority of the law, ought immediately 
to obey ; he renders himself culpable by resistance. 

11. Every act exercised against a man not ^within the 

(12) The word People occars here in the plural oamber, and has. a 
teote somewhat t iinllar to that of the word Nations. 

(13) As this article is in more than pne translation which I have 
seen, it appears doabtfiil to me whether it has been omitted in the 
Moniteur or rejected at the final revision of the constitution. 
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caMs determined by Ae law, or wHbMt the forms pic^ 
•Cfribed by the same, is arbitrar;^ and tyrannical ; [respect 
foîr the Iftw forbids him to submit to such an act ;] (14) the 
person against whom it should be atterooted to be exe* 
miled by violence, has a risht to repel it oy force. 

12. Those who solicit, dispatch, sign, execute, or casse 
to be executed, arbitrary acts, are guilty, and oiight to be 
pu^rii^ed. 

13. Erery man beine supposed innocent until he has 
been declared guilty, ifit is judged indispensable to arrest 
himi M rigor, not necessary to secure his person, ought to 
be severely repressed by the law. 

14. No one ought to be judged nor punished, but after 
having been heaiS, or legally summoned, nor unless he 
comes under a law made public before the perpetration of 
the crime ; a law which should punish offences committed 
before it existed wouM be tyrannical ; the retroactive ef- 
fect given to a law would be a crime. 

15. The law ou^t not to decree any punishments but 
sach as are strictly and evidently necessary : die punish- 
ments ought to be proportioned to the crimes, and useful 
to Society. - 

16. The right of property is that right which belongs to 
everr Citizen of enjoying according to his pleasure, his 
goods, his revenues, the fruits of his labour and industry,—*- 
and of disposing according to his pleasure of the same. 

17. No kind of labour, culture, or commerce, can be for- 
bidden to the industrious Citizen.^15) 

18. Every man may engage his services, and his time ; 
but he can neither sell himself nor be sold. His person is 
not alienable' property. The law acknowledges no servi- 
tude ; f 16) there can exist only an engagement to perform 
and to reward, between the man who works and the man 
who employs him. 

19. 1^0 one can be deprived of the least portion of bis 
property, without his consent, except when the public ne^ 

c 

14) Perlttps these words bave been omitted in the Moniteur. 

15) A PinduttrU det CiUnf^m; to the iodnBtryof the CUizf^nt. 

16) Donuakitë. 
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i^ssity, legally ascertûnedy reqairei it, and ob condition el 
a just and prenons indemnification. 

30. No contribution can be enacted but for general utili« 
ty.(17^ All Citizens bave a ri^t to have a ^are in fixing 
the contributions, to watch over the use made of them, and 
to require an account of4heir expenditure. 

21. Public succours are a sacred debt. The Society owci 
subsistence to the Citizens that are unfortunate, both by fur- 
nishing them with work, and by securing the means of ex-* 
istence to those who are unable to work. 

22. Instruction is the want of all. The Society ought to 
favour, with all its power, the progress of public reason, and 
to place the means of instruction within tne reach of every 
Citizen. * 

2S. The social guarantee consists in the actionals) of 
all, to secure to each the enjoyment and preservation 6f faif 
rights ; this guarantee rests on the national sovereignty. 

24. The social guarantee cannot exist if the limits of the 
public functions are not clearly defined by the law, and if 
the responsibility of ail public functionaries is not well se^ 
cured. 

25. The sovereignty resides in the People. It is one 
and indivisible, imprescriptible and unalienable. 

26. No portion of the People can exercise the power rf 
the whole People ; but each section of the Sovereign as- 
sembled ought to enjoy the right of expressing its will with 
entire liberty. 

27. If any individual usurps the sovereignty, let him be 
immediately put to death by freemen.(19^ 

28. A People have always the right of revising, of re- 



(18) Th( 

(19) Id ( 



(17) Perhaps bere follow the words, " and to relieve the pubHe 
wants.*' which is not to be found in the MmiUur. 
The deed, the act. 
I one translation we read as follows : ** Every individual whp 
arrogates to tiimself the sovereigitty, or who usurps the exercise of it, 
cmght to be put to death by freemen." This, may be the true read* 
isg ; however,'! am inclined to guess the true reading is thus : ** If any 
Inoividoal usurps the sovereignty, he ought immediately to be pat to 
death by freemen." 

D 
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forming, and of èhaa^ag their constitulionc One geneim-^ 
tion cannot subject to its laws future generations. 

29. Every Citizen has an e^ual right to have a share in 
making the law and in appointuig his mandataries(20) and 
agents. 

30. Public functions are essentially temporary; they 
cannot be conâdered as distinctions nor as rewards, but as 
duties. 

31. Crimes committed by the mandataries and the agepts 
of the People ought never to remain unpunished. No one 
Jias a right to pretend to be more inviolable than other 
Citizens. 

32. The right of presentiiM^ petitions to the depositaries 
of public authority [belongs to every individual. The ex- 
ercise of thisriçht] \21) can in no case be prohibited, sus* 
pendëd, or limited. * 

33. Resistance to oppression is the consequence of the 
other rights of Man. 

34. Oppression is exercised against the Social Body, 
when even only one of its members is oppressed. Oppres- 
sion is exercised against each member, when the Social 
Body is oppressed. 

35. When the government violates the rights of the Peo- 
ple, insurrection is, to the People and to every portion of 
the People, the most sacred ot rights (22) and the most in- 
dispensable of dujties. 



(20) His deputies. 

r2n I thiok that these word$ have been omitted in the Moniteur, 
(22) The words, ** of rights*' do not occur in two translations of this 
Declaration. 



\ 
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THE ACT 

OF THE 

CONSTITUTION.(23) 

Of the Republic. 

Art. 1. The French Republic is one and indivisible. 

Cfthe dUtrtbutiorfufthe People. 

2. The French People are distributed, for the exercise 
of their sovereignty, into primarj assemblies of cantons. 

3. They are distributea, for the adnoinistration and for 
the jurisdiction, into departments, districts, municipalities. 

€f the êtate of the Citizens. 

4. Evenr man bom and settled (24) in France^ and fuU 
21 years of ace ; > 

Every foreigner full 21 years of age, who^ settled in 
France for one year. 

Lives thereupon his labour \ 

Or acquires a property ; 

Or marries a French womap ; 

Or adopts a child ; 

Or maintaius an infirm person ; 

Every foreigner in fine, who shall be judged bv the legis- 
lative body to have deserved well in the cause of humanity. 

Is admitted to the exercise of the rights of a French Citr 
izen. 

5. The exercise of the rights of a Citizen is forftsited, 
By naturalization in a foreign coontry ; 

, By the ^acceptance of employments or favours from a 
government which is not democratical ; 

By the condemnation to ignominious or corporal panish* 
ment, until rehabilitation. 

i23) AeU cwuHMitmMiL 
24) DomidUé ; haviiig domiciL 
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• 6. The exercise of tW rights of a Citis^eo 19 suspended, 
By being uoder arcûsation ; 

By a sentence of non-appearance, so long as the sen- 
tence is not annihilated.(25) 

V 

Cffthè Sovereignty of the People. 

7. The spvei'eign People is the whole mass /26) of 
French Citizens. 

8. They appoint immediately their deputies. 

9. They delegate to electors the choice of administra- 
tors, of public arpitrators, «f criminal judges and those W 
the tribunal of annulment.* 

10. They deliberate upon the laws.(27) 

Of Primary assemblies. 

11. The primary assemblies consist of the Ciiizens who 
baye domicil since sîk months within the canton. 

12. They are composed of 200 Citizens at least, and of 
600 at most, called to vote. 

13. They arc constituted by the nomination of a presi- 
dent, secretaries, and inspectors of ballots. 

14* They regulate their internal police. 

15. No one is permitted to appear at them armed. 

16. The elections are either by ballot, or by voting 
aloud, at the option of each voter. 

17. A primary assembly can in no case prescribe an uni- 
form mode of voting. 

18. The inspectors of ballots record the votes of those 
Citizens who, xinable to write^ choose however to vote by 
ballot. 

19. The suffirages on laws(28) are given hjyeas and nays* 



12A) PerkApi the Moniteur has omitted here the following wordf : 
ly insanity and by prodigality legally proved.** Peilieps only the 
words : '* By iasanity,*' are omitted ; flie tatter I find is one traBsla* 
tieiu 
r26^ The aniversalit J. 

(27) The words rendered in these articles by th^ kc. are in the 
original in the singular number ; the word, *' tbey'^ [U) denotes the 
•overeign People. 

(28) See art. 34, «9 and 60. 
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âO» The vote of the primary aissembly is proclaimed 

thus : The Citizens tinitea in primary assembly at 

in number .... voters, vote for (or, vote againstj by a 
majority of . ... 

Cf the J^àtionài Represeniaiian. 

21. The population is the only foundation of the nation- 
'al representation. 

22. There is one deputy in proportion to every 40 thou- 
sand individuals. 

23. Each collection of primary assemblies, resulting from 
a population of 39,000 to 41,000 souls, appoint immediate- 
ly one deputy. . 

24. The election requires an absolute majority of suf- 
frages. 

25. Each assembly counts its own votes, and sends a 
commisèiouer for the general collection of remits, to the 
place fixed as most central. 

26. If at the first collection of results not any one has an 
absolute majority, a second convocation for election takes 
place,(29j and the vc^es are confined to the two Citizens 
nighest in votes. 

27. In case of e^ual votes, the eldest is preferred, either 
to be one . of the said two, or to be elected. In case of equal 
age the castine of lots decides. 

26. Every Frenchman, exercising the ri^ts of a Citi- 
zen, is eligible throiH^hout the whole Republic. 

29. Each deputy belongs to the whole Nation. 

30. In case of refusal to accept,(30) resigning, forfeiture 
of his place, or tieath of a deputy, the primary assemblies 
who had appointed him appoint his successor. 

31. A deputy who has resigned cannot quit bis post be- 
£>!» hisauccesior ig admitted as a deputy. 

(29) H eâtvrocéié a un tecond appel ; a flecopd convocation takes 
place ; that n, the primary assemblies are called together ^oeir. 

{30) NonraeceptQtian,^^Wben in more than one part of the Reptile 
lie the samr Citizen should hare been appointed deputy, I think tkat 
the casting of lots would have determined whi^b primary assemblits 
shouM appoint another deputy. ^ 
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32. The French People assemble every year, on the first 
day of May, to proceed to their elections. 
. bs. They then act in their primary assemblies, whatever 
be the number present of the Citizens who have a right to 
vote in them. 

34. A primary assembly shall be extraordinarily convok- 
ed, upon the requisition of one fifUi of the Citizens having 
aright to vote in the same. 

35. Whenever this case occurs, the convocation is made 
by the municipality (31) of the place where such a primary 
assembly commonly meet. 

36. Such an extraordinary assembly cannot deliberate 
when less than half the nuniber, and one more, of the Citi- 
zens having a right to vote in the same, be present. 

Of Electoral assemblies. 

37. The Citizens united in primary assemblies, appoint 
one elector in proportion to 200 Citizens, counting present 
and absent ; two from 201 to 400 ; three from 401 to 600. 

38. The holding of electoral assemblies, and the mode 
of electing, is the same as of the primary assemblies. 

Of ihe Legishiive Body.(32) 

39. The legislative body is one, indivisible, and per- 
manent. 

40. The session is of one vear. 

41. The time of meeting is on the first day of July. 

42. The national assembly cannot constitute itself unless 
it be composed, at least, of half the number, and one more, 
of the deputies. 

43. The deputies can at no time, be called to an account, 
accused, or judged, for opinions expressed by them as der 
puties within the luill where the legislative body was bold- 
mg its sitting. 

(31) The mumcipai administratioD. See the 78th and following ar- 
ticles. 

(32) This is the literal translation; yet this title, *' The U^sUUive 
body,** appears to me an improper, or at best an equivocal one ; this 
assembly surely bad not to gire laws, but to propose projects of laws to 
the SoTereign. 
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44. They may, for criminal actions, be taken in the fact ; 
but the warrant to arrest, and the summons to appear, can 
only be issued against them with the sanction of the legisla- 
tive body. « 

Of the Sittings of the Legislative Body. 

45. The sittings of the national assembly are public. 

46. Its journals shall be printed. 

47. It cannot deliberate unless it be composed of, at 
least, two hundred members. 

48. It cannot refuse any member the right of speaking, 
in the order in which he has demanded it. 

49. It shall decide by thi voice of the majority of those 
present. 

50. Fifty members'havf the right of calling for the yeas 
and nays. 

^ 51. The national assenjbly has the right of censuring the 
conduct of its members within the ball where it is holding 
its sitting. 

52. inie national assembly shall exercise the notice with- 
in the hall in which it holds its sittings, and witnin such an 
extent encompassing the same as shall have been fixed by 
the said assembly. 

Of the Junctions of the LegislcUive Body, 

53. The legislative body proposes laws, and makes (â3) 
decrees. 

54. Under the general name of laws are comprised, the 
acts of thele^slative body that relate to : 

The civil and the criminal legislation ; 
The general administration oAhe revenues and of the or- 
dinary expenditures of the Republic ; 
The national domains ,;f34j 

The standard, the weieht, Uie impression, and the deno- 
' mination of the different kinds of money ; 

f33| Rend; gives, emits. 

(34) The public lands and other ponessiens of the Nation. 
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The i^ture, and the amcmnt of the taxes,(35) and the 
manner of their collection ; 

The declaration of war ; 

Any qew general distribution of the Fredkh territorj ; 

Public instruction ; 

Public honours to the memory of great men. 

55. Under the particular naine of d screes are demoted; 
the acts of the legislative body that relate to : 

The yearly establishment of the land force and the naval 
force of the Republic ; 

The permission or refusal of tie passage of foreign troops 
through the French territory ; 

The admittance of foreign n^vaI forces into the ports of 
the Republic; 

Measures for the general safe:y and tranquillity ; 

The yearly and the temporarji distribution of public suc- 
cour and work ;C36) 

Orders for the coihing of money of all kinds ; 

Unexpected and extraordinary expenditures ; 

Measures which are local, or <}onnned to one particular 
administration, comn^une,{Si) or particular kind of public 
^ works ; 

The defence of the territory 5 

The ratification of treaties ; 

The nomination, and the deposition, of the Commanders 
in chief of the armies ; 

The prosecution of the members of the council, and puti*- 
lie functionaries as being responsible ;f 38) 

(35) CofOribuiUms. 

(36) See the DeelafaUott of the righU, artiele 21. 

(37) Mmînistratio% see article 78.~The word *' commimt'* de* 
notes amr city, town, yillage, ^. 

(38) IM poursuite de la respomaMMië ,êet mêmbreif Ste. The mean- 
log, it appears to me, is this: Under the particular name of dccbebs 
are denoted, the acts of the legislatiye body that relate to, and fix and 
prescribe the mode of, the prosecution of the members of the council 
and public fitmctionaries ; the manner of enforcing their responsibility. 

This power of the legislative body was limited by the rights of Man» 
and by tbIteoBitltation ; see art 71, 74, and 99. 
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The aceutation of those charged with plots(S9) agamst 
the general safety of the Republic ; 
, Every change in the partial distribution of the French 
territory ; 

National rewards. 

Of the formation of the Laws. 

56. All draughts of laws are preceded by a report. 

57. The discussion cannot be opened, and the law can- 
not be provisionally enacted, until fifteen days after the re- 
port. 

* 58. The draught, as provisionally enacted, is printed 
and sent to every commune of the Republic, under thiii 
title : PROPOSED law. 

59. Forty days after the proposed law is sent, — if in half 
the number of the departments, and one more, the tenth 
part of the primary assemblies of each of those depart- 
ments, regularly formed, has hot opposed/40J the draught 
is accepted and becomes a law. 

60. In case there be such opposition, the legislative body 
convenes the primary assemblies. 

Of the title of Laws and Decrees. 

61. All laws, decrees, judgments, and other public acts, 
bear this title : In the name of the French People j the . . . 
jfear of the French RepubUc 

Of the Executive Council. 

62. There is an executive council coniposed of 24 
Hiembers. 



(39) Prévenus de complots ;^mqnzjccnË%d of plotting; men against 
whom informa^tioD is given. 

(40) Reclame ; claimed ; to wit the convocation of all the primary 
assemblies. In art. 60, the word translated, *' such opposition,*' is on* 
Ijr, ** réclamation ;" a claim, a demand ; when the number required 
by art. 59 oppose, that lawÂil claim is acknowledged to exist. — The 
primary assemblies mentioned art. «Mt» I think w er« to be ftnvied ac- 
cording to art. 34, 35, and 36. 

m 



^v 
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63. The électoral assembly of each de(»urttii^nt noiiii- 
. mîtes one candîdate«(4l) The legislative body chooses 

from the general list t^e members of the council. 

64. One half of the council is renewed in the last month 
of the session of each legislature.(42) 

65. The council is charged with the direction and super- 
intendance of the general administration of the Republic. 
It cannot act but in execution of the laws, and decrees of 
the legislative body. 

.66. It appoints, from without its own body, the chief 
agents of the general administration of the Republic. 

67. The legislative body prescribes the number and the 
functions of these agents. 

68. These agents do not form a council. They are se- 
parate, without any immediate connexion between them ; 
they cannot exercise any personal authority. 

69. The council appoints, from without its own body, 
thé agents of the Republic abroad. 

70. It négociâtes treaties. 

71 . The members of the council shall, in case of trieason 
or fraud,(43^ be accused by the legislative body. 

72. The council is responsible for any failure in the exe- 
cution of the laws and decrees, and for all those corrupt 
practices which it does not denounce. 

73. It has the right to depose any agents appointed by 
it, and to appoint others in their stead. 

74. It is bound to denounce them before the judicial au- 
thorities, whenever there be cause. 

Cf the rdoAon of ike Executive Council to the Legislative 

Body. 

75. The executive council resides near the legislative 
body, and has free access to its sittings, and a separate 
place in the hall. 

76. The council shall be heard as often as it shall have 
any report to make. 

41] There were then 86 departments. 
'42) Every year to June. 



1421 iLvery year in june. 

(43) En cas de prévarication ; to case of prefaricatton, coIJuston, 
betraying one's trust, misdemeanourin office. 
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T7. The legislative body may call for the presence of 
the executive council at its sittings, either in the whole or 
in part, whenever it shall judge proper. 

Of the Administrcdwe and Municipal Bodies, 

78. There is in every commune of the Republic a mu- 
nicipal administration ; 

In every district^ an intermediate administration ; 
In every department, a central administration. 

79. The municipal oflBcers are chosen by the commune- 
I meetings. 

SO. The administrators are nominated by the electoral 
assemblies of department and of district. 

81. Every municipality and administration is renewed by 
one half, every year. 

82. The administrators and municipal officers are in no 
sense representatives. 

They can in no case whatsoever modify the acts of the 
legislative body, nor suspend the execution of them. 

83. The legislative body prescribes the functions of the 
municipal officers and the administrators, the rules of their 
subordination, and the penalties whicb they may incur. 

. 84. The sitting ofthe municipalities and of the adminis- 
trations are public. 

Of CivU Juitice. 

85. The code of civil and criminal law is uniform 
throughout the Republic. 

86. The rieht which the Citizens have of terminating 
their disputes by arbitrators chosen by themselves, cannot 
be infringed. 

87. The decision of these arbitrators shall be definitive^ 
unless the parties have reserved the right of appeal. 

88. There are justices of the peace, elected immediate- 
ly by the Citizens of the circles,(44) the limits of which are 
fixed by law. 

(44) Arronditsemens ; a peculiar kind of imall districts. 
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69. Thejr tceommodate dfferences and admkâster jus* 
tke without cost. 

90. The legislative body regulates their Dumber and the 
extent of their power.(45) 

91. There are public arbitrators^ chosen by electoral as- 
semblies. V 

92. The ledslative body fixes their number and the lim- 
its of the circles in which they exercise their authority. 

93. They take cognizance of disputes which have not 
been definitively terminated by private arbitrators, nor by 
justices of the peace. 

94. They deliberate in public. 
They give their votes openly. 

They give a final judgment,f46j either upon verbal de- 
fence, or upon a simple memorial, without pleading, and 
without costi 

Theystate the reasons of their decisions. 

95. Tbe justices of the peace and the public arbitrators 
are elected every year. 

Of Criminal Justict* 

96. In Criminal matters no Citizen can be tried but up* 
on an accusation approved "by a jury, or decreed by the le- 
gislative body. 

The accused persons have counsel chosen by themselves, 
or appointed by the tribunal.(47) 

The trial is public. 

Both the fact and the intention are declared by a jury 
of judgment.(48j 

The penalty is applied by a criminal tribunal. 

(46) ttur eampStmce : their c^aipttency ;-!-wliicb cases ^long to 
them. 

(46) lit ttatuent en dernier reaort ; they fix ultimatelj without fur- 
fher appeal. 

(47) Ou nommet d^fffiee. To wit, wheo the person acouiied caonot 
obtain couotel bj himself, on acroant of his being unable to pay law- 
yers iee%^ or otherwise, — the tribunal appoints counsel to defend him. 

(48) A jqrj dittioct from that which approves or disalloirs the acco» 
satioB. 
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97. The erimÎBal jadgtfs are elected ererj year by the 
electoral assemblies. , 

Of the Tribunal of Annulment ^ 

98. There is one.tribtmal of annulment for the whole 
Republic. 

99. This tribunal takes no cognizance of the merits of a 
cause. 

It pronounces only upon violations of the rules react- 
ing judiciary proc€ edings/49) and upon the evident devia- 
tions from the law. 

100. The members of this tribunal are nominated every 
year by the electoral assemblies. 

Of Public Contribution. 

101. No Citizen is exempted from the honourable obli- 
gation of contributing to support the burden of the public 
expenditure. 

Of the National Treasury. 

102. The national treasury is the central point of the re* 
ceipts and expenditures of the Republic. 

103. Accountable agents, appointed by the executive 
council, exercise the administration of it. 

101. Commissioners appointed by the legislative bodyg 
not taken from among its members, and who are re$ponsi<« 
- bie for such corrupt practices as they do not denounce, 
watch these agents. 

Of Responsibility. 

lOé. The accounts of the agents of the natidnal treasury, 
and of the other administraters of public money, are yeany 
rendered to responsible commissioners, appointed ii^ tht 
executive council. 

106. Commissioners appointed by the legislative body, 
not taken from among its members, and who are responsi- 

(49) Sur la viokiion des formes. 
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ble for sach corrupt prac^tices and such errors as they do 
aot denounce, watch these examiners. ' 
The legislative body settles the accounts. 

Of the Forces of the Republic. 

107. The general force of the Republic consists of the 
whole People. 

108. The Republic bas under pay, even in time of 
peace, an armed land force and naval force. 

' 109. All Frenchmen are soldiers; they are all exercised 
in the management of arms. 

110. There is no generalissimo.(50) 

111. The difference of ranks, ("51) their distinguishing 
marks, and subordination, only exist in relation to, and 
during, actual service. 

11^ The public force employed to maintain order and 
internal peace, only act upon a demand,f52) in writmg, of 
the constituted authorities. 

113. The public force, employed against extenial ene- 
mies, act under the directions of the executive council. 

114. No armed body deliberate. 

Of JSTational Conventions» 

115. Whenever in half the number of the departments, 
and one more, the tenth part of the primary assemblies of 
each of those departments, regularly formed, demand the 
revision of the act of the constitutipn, or an alteration of 
any of its articles, the legislative, body is bound to convene 
all the primary assemblies of the Republic, to determine 
whether there shall be a national convention. 

• 116. The national convention is formed in the same 
manlier as the legislatures, and possesses all the power the 
législative body is invested witb.(53) 

{50) There is no supreme commander of all the forces in actual ser- 
vice ; there are only commanders of the distinct armies. 
fôl'j Grade»; degrees of mHitary dignity. 
52) RSguitition; a call. 

(53) The convention comes in the stead of the legislative body. 
When sach a convention had framed a plan of the alterations df the 
constitution» the fundamental law« the sovereli^ People were certain- 
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1 17. As far a» relates to the constitution, the convention 
confine their deliberations to the matters which caused tfaeif 
convocation. 

Of the relation between the French Republic and foreign 
Nations. 

118. The French People are the friends and natural al- 
lies of all free People.f54\ 

119. They do not mecldle with the government of other 
Nations. They do not suffer other Nations to meddle 
with theirs. 

120. They grant an asylum to foreigners banished from 
their own country for their love to the cause of liberty. 

They refuse an asylum to tyrants. 

121. They do not make peace with an enemy that oc- 
cupies their territory. 

Of the guarantee of Rights. 

122. The constitution guaranties to every Frenchman, 
equality, liberty, safety, property, the public debt, the free 
exercise of the different manners of worship, a common in- 
struction,(55j public succours, the unlimited liberty of the 
press, the right of petitioning, the right of assembling in 
popular societies, the enjoyment of all the rights of 
Man. 

123. The French Republic honours patriotism, courage, 
old age, filial affection, distress. — ^The Republic reposes 
that sacred deposite the constitution under the safeguard of 
all the virtues. 



ly to be convened to accept or reject the same ; a9 was the case with 
this act of the constitution, npon which it is stated there were, yea» 
1,801,918, and nays 11,610. At least it is plain that no convention 
nor legislature could do niore but propose laws. 

{54) Peuples ; People in the plural number ; the sense is soooewhat 
tnonilar to that of the word Nation». The words, ** The French Peo- 
ple are*' &c. and the pronoun tranf^lated ** they,*' in the following arr 
tides, are in the original, as always, in the singular number. 

(55) See Declaration of rights, art. 22. 
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124. The declaration of rights and the met of the consti- 
tution are engraved on tables and exhibited; within the hall 
of the legislative body, and on the public squares. 

(Signed) Collot-d'herbois, Président; ' 

Durand-Màillane, 

DUCOSy 

Mëaulle, 

Ch. Delacroix, 

Gossuit^i 

P. A, Lalot, SecretarieÉ.^ 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE 
ACœUNTS GIFEA IN THE MONITEUB, 

OF THE 

DEBATES 

^N SEVERAL ARTICLES OF THE 

ACT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Extract from the report on the Constitution of the Frew^ 
People^ made to the convention, in the name of the comr 
mittee of public welfare^ by Hérault- Séchdles, in the iitting 
of the iOih of June, 1793. 

« The most affecting unanimity has constantly ac* 

x)ompanied our labours. Each of us was actuated by the 
same desire, that of attaining to the most democratical 

resuh A secret sentiment tells us that our work is 

perhaps one of the most popular that ever yet existed. 
If sometimes we have found ourselves constrained to give 
up a theoretical strictness, it has been on account of 
adherence being not more possible. The nature of things^ 
obstacles in the execution wliich could not be over- 
come, and the true interest of the People, commanded qs 
to make this sacrifice ; for it is not sufficient to be serving 
the People ; we never should deceive them. 



We think we have established anew a great truth with 
respect ta the national representation ; a truth well known 
no doubt, but which will probably henceforth remain no 
longer without effect. It is this, that the French constitu- 
tion should not be exclusively called a representative cons- 
titution, because it is not less democratic than representative, 
fn fact, a law and a decree are not the same thing, as may 
%e easily shown ; hence the deputy shall bear a double 
character. Mandatary in respect to the laws which he 
has to propose to the People for sanction, he will only be 
representative in relation to the decrees: whence iievi- 

F 
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dently results that the French governi»ent is only re- 
presentative in relation to all those thit^ which the Peo- 
ple cannot do by themselves. 

Perhaps it will be asked us : Why should the People be 
consuUed about every law ? is it not sufficient to submit to 
the People the laws which fix a constitution, and to wait 
with respect to other laws till the People show opposi'^ 
tion ? (ôè) We would answer : It is offending to the Peo- 
ple to point out in particulars the various acts of sovereignty 
which they shall perform. We would further answer: 
Such forms and conditions being attached to the niakine of 
what is properly called a law, it cannot be expected Uiat 
the mandataries will draw up any considerable number of 
laws in a yearns time. By little and little they will recover 
from that rage for making laws, by which legislation is 
ruined instead of being improved by it; and at any rate it 
is better to wait, and even to dispense with a good law, 
than to be exposed to the danger that bad laws may be 
multiplied. 

Those that execute the will of the People do not re- 
present the People. The executive council therefore is 
m no manner representative : if that council were elected 
by the general will, its authority would become dangerous, 
whilst the same could be considered as being representa- 
tive, by one of those mistakes which so easily occur in po- 
litical affairs. 



Extract from the debate on article 16, a* originally pro^ 

posed. 



Danton. The question is not elucidated. We all agree 
about a principle which is admitted, in the Declaration of 
the rights of man, to be sacred ; this principle demands 
that every one have the power to declare his opiniim with 
full liberty, and this principle should above all be acknow- 

(56) Et i'aUendre tes rêclanuUioni $ur les autres. 
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ledged when the People exercise their sovereignty. You 
therefore cannot forbid a Citizen who cannot write, that 
he should vote aloud. 

I do not demand that any man should be obliged to vote 
after such a mode or after such another mode ; I demand 
that everj one be at liberty to vote in that form which be 
chooses ; I only would observe that light and publicity is 
the natural food of liberty. I ask then tliat the rich be at 
liberty to write, and that the poor be at liberty to speak. 

Barrere, I observe that secret ballottings would afford 
weak and corrupt persons the faculty of throwing too often 
bad votes into the urn, and that, besides this, the right 
which good Citizens have to act a courageous part is incon- 
testable. I ask that the mode of votmg be left at the 
option of each voter. 

Extract from the debate on article 20, as originally proposed. 

^' The vote of the primary assembly is proclaimed thus : 
the assembly accepts, the assembly rejects.*' 

Ramd. I ask that the number of the votes be expressed. 

Bazire. I support this proposal ; for if the number of 
those who vote for, and of those who vote against, be not 
recorded in the account of the proceedings of every pri- 
mary assembly, the result must be, that, in collecting the 
suffrages of the Nation, only the number of assemblies, 
that have voted for, and that have voted a^inst, will be 
ascertained, instead of the number Df individuals which 
have so voted : and this system is contrary to all good 
principles ; for the result would be, first, that the Nation 
would be divided into deliberating corporations, instead of 
being divided into voting Citizens ; and at every question 
put, there would be a division between intriguing parties 
and between the Republic, whilst on the contrary in those 
cases a difference oi opinions between individuals which 
are in submission to the general law, should be perceived 
at most; and secondly, the result of not declaring the num- 
ber of voters, but of counting only the assemblies, would 
be that a minority could prescribe laws to a majority, and 
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ibftT 400 iodividuals composing two primary assembtiesj 
would have more influence than 600 Citizens being united 
into one a3sembly.(57) 

Thuriot. Bazire has most clearly demonstrated that to 
count only the votes of the assemblies is contrary to the 
unity of the Republic. I ask that the article be amended. 

Hérault. It should be : The assembly accepts by a ma* 
jority of such a number of votes against such a number. 

Saint-André. I ask that those who shall not be present 
at the primary assemblies be considered as accepting the 
law. 

ReaL It appears to be more just not to count the voice 
of such persons at all, neither as having voted for nor as 
having voted against. I ask that only the number of those 

E resent be recorded. A penalty may yet be enacted by 
Lw against those who shall neglect tneir duty as Citizens 
without legitimate cause. 

A** * * I combat the proposal of Saint- André, by an ap- 
plication which demonstrates most evidently that the same 
IS . inadmissible : I suppose the case that 600 Citizens are 
settled within the circle of one primary assembly, and that 
only 200 attend the sitting ; well these cannot possibly 
outweigh a number of voices twice so great. Though 
they declare their votes, though they vote unanimoudy 
against an unjust law, it is to no purpose ; their being called 
to vote is a delusive thing, a mere sham ; as well might 

(57) The minority might outvote the majority in the proportion of 
3 against 6. Suppose that id 4 primary assemblies» each composed 
of 200 Citizens, on an average 114 be prefient, and decide in the affir* 
ttiattve by 64 votes against GO ; this amomts to 256 Citizens votinr 
fi>r, «id 200 votiB$^ against : and that In 3 other assemblies, composed 
of 600 Citizens each, on an average 548 be present, and decide in the 
negative by 533 votes against 15 ; this amounts to 1599 nays, and 45 
yeas; add to these 1599 nays the abov« mentioned 200, and the pro«- 
duce is 1790, say 1800; whilst 256 and 45 yeas amounts to 901, say 
300, yeas. But notwithstanding this great disparity, the result, when 
countif^ only by assemblies, would be acceptance, by 4 assemblies 
against 3. Though it be milikely that the votes should stand in the 
above supposed proportion throughout the Republie, yet it i» plain 
that such a manner of cmmtlng is utterly madmltsible, and that the 
wiH of tb» DHLfority of the Peofdc eoBld not be ascertt^ped by the same^ 
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the right of voting be taken altogether from them as a 
reward of their zeal. The acceptance of each and every 
law would be the result of the carelessness of the Citizens. 

The assembly takes no notice of the proposal of 
Saint-André.(58) 

Ducot. Before you deliberate upon the article, I wish 
yqu to observe that the expressions of accepting and of re** 
jectinfi; a law, which this article would authorise a primary 
assembly to make use of, are absolutely contrary to the 
uuity of the Republic ; after that manner small confederate 
Republics would deliberate. We ought not to say that 
700 or 800 Citizens accept a law, but that they vote in fa- 
vour of the acceptance of that law by the Nation. The 
Sovereign only accepts the law ; and the Sovereign is the 
Citizens collectively. When a deliberation takes place 
bead for head, every Citizen delivers only an opinion, a 
vote ; the majority only, from the moment that their suffix- 
ges are known, has a will. I therefore demand that the ex- 
pression of voting for the acceptance, be substituted for that 
of accepting. 

Thuriot supportsthis amendment, and the assembly una- 
nimously assent to it. 

Extract from the debate on the question whether the members 
of the executive council^ and certain other bodies^ shaU be 
appointed immediately by the People^ or by delegated 
electors. 
Hérault, the reporter, calls for a decision on the question 

still left undecided, whether the executive council, and the 

(58) Tbw very Rame absurd manner of computation vras one of 
the tricks of which, some years later, the usurping French gOTenment 
then existing, made use, in their sham consultations of the will of 
the Frvncb People, about Buonaparte's consulship for life, &c. The 
fargf? uumber of persons who were absent from their abode, those laiv- 
guishinc ia the numerous prisons, all confined l^ indisposition, the 
tick, the dyUig. those who had died since the ceosus, those thou* 
lands and thousands who disdained to regard the delnsire iontatioa 
of an unlawful government and of whom some openly protested 
against this manner of computation which took away the possibility 
of ejecting the proprosal by a majority, — aH these were hicluded in 
the number by whidi the qaettioa wa^ proclahned to be decided hi 
the afiQrmative ! t 
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administrative and the ludiciary bodies, shall be elected di- 
ï-ectly by the People ox by electoral bodies. 

Cfuyomard. I oppose the institution of electoral bodies; 
this was the worst institution in the ancient constitution. If 
,you wish above all things to avoid confederations, you 
should let the People exercise all the rights which belong 
to them, and it appears to me that they may very easily ex- 
ercise their rights in this case ; a large number of primary 
assemblies is to unite for the election of one representative 
of the People, well, let a smaller number unite for the 
elections of the members of the administrative bodies and 
the judges, and do not institute these large bodies of dele- 
gated electors, which bodies, being able to form a league, 
would endanger the Republic. 



Chabot. There is a great principle which never should 
- be lost sight of in a democratical constitution, it is this : That 
the People ought to do themselves all that which it is pos- 
sible for them to do. Therefore if the People themselves 
can elect the members of the administrative bodies, then 
they themselves ought to elect them. Do call to mind 
what was the sysiem of Necker ; he pretended to make the 
election of the Nation more pure, by causing that election 
to be performed by means of delegated electors, and hardly 
30 or 40 members of thé constitutmg assembly are found, 
even of the chamber of commons, who have continued 
faithful to the rights of the People. With respect to the 
legislative assenibly nearly the same case existed ; corrup- 
tion has slidden into the convention itself, and I charge the 
method of having the deputies nominated by bodies of de* 
legated electors with being the cause of this. 

Thuriot. .^. but there is a principle to which Chabot 

bas not given an answer, it is this :- that it is of importance 
£Dr the Republic that the national representation(59) be ^ 
not fettered by any thing, and that no authority be raised 

(59) As to the impropriety of the coamion expressions, ** national re- 
presentation*' and, ** representatives" I invite the reader to. compare * 
the 65th note, and the page to which that note belongs. 
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up which may say to the legislative body : " By which right 
do you think yourselves superior to us ? Havç not we also 
been elected inimedialely by the People ?" Of this be . 
aware, that this very idea has a tendency to justify the con- 
spiracy which is unfolding at present. 

Moreover it would be necessary, that execution of the 
project which it is attempted to substitute to that of the 
committee, should be found a possible thing ; but out of the 
central points for the Citizens to assemble at, not so much 
as forty will bfi found which do not recjuire considerable 
travelling, and this bein^ the case you will \\reary the Peo- 
ple ; the poor Citizen will not so up to the assemblies, in- 
triguers only will predominate there, and none but tl\e rich 
who can bear the expenses will have the enjoyment of the 
right of election. But I, who only desire the happiness of 
my Country, who do not wish the People to lose the enjoy- 
ment of their rights, I support the institution of electoral 
bodies. 

Robespierre. In supporting the observations of the speak- 
er who has preceded me, I entreat you to observe how es- 
sential it is to the conservation of liberty that a dangerous 
^rivalry should not be excited between the executive coun- 
cil and the legislative body, which would not fail to happen, 
when the members of that council were nominated immedi- 
ately by the People, like those of the legislative body ; for 
the council holding its power from the same source might 
believe itself equal in authority with the legislative body, 
and would still increase its ascendency by all that force 
which naturally the council is entrusted with as executive. 

The assembly closes the discussion, and adopts the prin- 
ciple, that there shall be delegated electors,(60) 

(60) By article 62, 63, and 64, of the constitution ; by article 79, 
80, and 81 ; by article 91, 97, and 100 ; the reader may see how these 
different elections were at last appointed to take place. 

Whatever may be said in favour of such elections by means of bodies 
of delegated electors, it appears to me, that the People have in that 
way no security that the choice of those electors will fall upon men 
whom the majority of the People really approve of; that a way for 
bribery and plotting is opened ; and that no fair popular election does 
take place. 
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Extract from the debate on article 43; which ariide was 
drawn up in the following words : The deputies représenta'» 
tives of the People{^i) can at no time, be called to an at'- 
count, accused, orjuds^ed,for opinions eocpressed by them qs 
deputies vnthin the haU where the legislative body was hold" 
ing its sitting, 

Rulh, I ask, as an amendment, that there be added to 
the article the words : Unless his opinions tend to the re* 
establishment, of kingship. 

jy« * « I ask that there be added : Or to the destruc- 
tion of the unity and indivisibleness of the Republic. 

Rc^on. I oppose this article, it is a warrant of exemp- 
tion irom punishment for every bad Citizen that betrays the 
interests of the Nation. A representative of the People 
ought by no means to be above the supreme law ; the wetl- 
bemg of the People. Is it not a shame that those who 
have proposed martial law, and those who have asked for 
departmental force, be free from punishment P I ask that 
the deputies representatives of the People, which, having 
advanced in the assembly, either by writing or otherwise, 
Ainpatriotic sentiments, shall not retract the same, but sfaaH 
on the conti^y maintain them, — I ask that such be de- 
nounced by the national assembly itself to the national ju- 
ry, which shall declare that they have lost the public con- 
fidence. 

Bazire. There is a most important consideration, which 
the speaker who has preceded me has not offiered ; to wit : 
it is very possible that a member may propose to annihilate 
the Repuolic^^and that the corrupted majority of an assem- 
bly do adopt the proposal and do nominate a tyrant, [sesfe- 
rid voices. The People existsj I know it ; but should we 
without necessity place the People in a state of insurrec- 
don f I ask that the constitution do bring with It its own 
iAqpp<Mrt, aad that the establishment of a national jury be de- 
creed before w1h<^ s^aH be brought thpse who shall «peak 
aigainstthe established Republic. 

(61) The words, **represcntatlTcs oftbe People^' it appears w<jre 
expunged at the final correction. 
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Robespierre. It is impossible that we shoald not acknow- 
ledge the patriotic motives which actuate the worthy old 
man who has preceded me in this irifmne ; there is certainlj 
no Citizen to whom it causes no grief to think, that a part 
of the representatives of the People should have the oppor- 
tunity to violate the rights of the People with impunity, and 
to conspire in the tribune by an insidious eloquence without 
being liable to any penalty. It would be desirable that 
s^jch a crime were punished, and that no warrant of exemp* 
tion from punishment were found in the character of a re- 
presentative of which such a man would have rendered him- 
self unworthy, nor in the liberty of opinions which be would 
have misused ; but the difficulty is found in the means to 
be employed to punish him, and on that account we find 
cause to vindicate the doctrine of tbe committee. By 
whom will you cause the accused representative of the Peo- 
ple to be judged. By a constituted authority. But here 
ou must at once perceive that it is possible that the tribunal 
je as corrupt as the man who should be brought before it \ 
and moreover, is it not probable that the faithful represent- 
ative be brought before that tribunal, by factious persons 
and intriguers, rather than the wicked deputy by the will of 
the virtuous repreîjerltatives ? 

Therefore, to caase a representative of the People to be 
judged by a constituted authority, cannot be done without 
destroying^ not only, 1 say, the liberty of opinions, but even 
thé liberty of the People itself. To the People itself only 
therefore an appeal might be made. I tiave reflected upon 
this matter, and I have found it to be surrounded with diffi- 
culties. I have had an idea that possibly the object might 
be accomplished in this way : that the mandataries of the 
People should be bound to dve an account of their conduct 
to the People at the end ofthe session of each legislature, 
tnA that the people should pronounce, not by inflicting pe- 
nalties, but upon their character, and declare : *This man 
lias fidfilled my intentions; that other has deceived my 
hopes. Sut I have found this plan to be subject to a great 
nuoyber of difficulties^ I have perceived that though tt 
90me places the people gave their just opinion, in others 
on tine contrary intriguers bore the sway and suppresscMl 

6 
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the truth. This bas hindered me from oSeriog to you a 
project concerning this matter; nevertheless, as I feel the 
necessity of opposmg a strong barrier to corruption, I pro- 
pose that you adopt the article of the committee, but that 
m the mean time you refer to that committee the ideas 
nvhich I have exhibited, for the purpose that they present to 
you their views upon this matter. 

Thuriot. I oppose any amendment respecting this article, 
and even any reference which would imply some inodifica- 
tion. Citizens, there is one momentous truth which Ro- 
l^espierre has not sufficiently felt: to wit, that it is of impor- 
tance to the Republic that the opinions of its representa- 
tives be altogether free, and that they have the opportuni- 
ty of exhibitmg in the tribune the measure of their patriot- 
ism ; and in case you hinder them by severe laws from un- 
folding their whole mind, they will uKve recourse to secret 
plots which will be beyond your reach. In case you per- 
mit on the contrary the most absolute liberty ç{ opinions, 
their crimes will come to light, though they be covered 
with some flimsy veil, and the People will do them justice. 
Has not the Nation been able to punish the members of the 
constituting assembly who have betrayed its interests f The 
same thing has taken place with respect to the legislative 
assembly ; the People will not do less with respect to the 
convention ; and let us wish that they may never be obli- 

ged to exercise severity which they were obliged to do 
eretofore. Citizens, the public opinion is a severe judge, 
and this is the only judge before which men called to tne 
national representation should be brought. I ask that the 
article be adopted without restriction. 

The assembly rejects every amendment, and adopts the 
article. 

[Article 44 was then adopted.] 

Extract from a debate on the potoer of declaring war. 

jy« • «^ I demand that in addition to these articles, the 
declaration of war be also placed among the laws ; for if the 
constitution requires the sanction of the People on acts that 
regulate the amount and the manner of collection of the 
common contributions, for much greater reason the People 
ought to be coMuIted when there is question of endanger- 
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ing their existence and their possessions altogether. Must 
the blood of the Citizens flow again to flatter the whims or 
to serve the corrupt designs of some men of talents who may 
rule in the senate f In all the ancient Republics the Peo* 
pie deliberated on peace and war. In the first ages of the 
French monarchy the People were consulted in their as- 
semblies of the field of Mars 



Philippeaux. And I insist upon the declaration of war be- 
ing placed among the laws. That article the nei^bouring 
Nations will lay hold of with the greatest eagerness. They 
will feel the dinerence between a herd of slaves and a free 
People. " Our kings and their courts" they will say, "dis- 
pose arbitrarily of our lives and our properties. We have 
seen the blood of our brethren flow for a family alliance; 
for a*^romise of marriage. The French on the contrary, 
deliberate themselves on the war ; they do not decree war 
but after they themselves have found its necessity to be 
well proved." 



Thuriot We ought to distinguish between defence 
against an invasion begun or efiected, and between a war 
which it might please the legislative body to declare under 
pretence of injury received, interests wronged, &;c. for it is 
well known how much, under similar pretences, diplomacy 
would have the means to direct the national forces to- 
wards conquests. Do you wish that the Nation should be 
liable to be worn out by a foreign and distant war, because 
it may have please((l the legislative body to consider a trifl- 
ing occurrence, two coaches entangled, as an insult for 
which national honour requires vengeance should be taken 't 
Do you wish that a senate, deceived by some intriguers, 
should embark the Nation in a useless and disastrous war, in 
the name of the dignity of the Xduon, or even of misunder* 
stood national pride ? 

Any war by which we attack a neighbouring power, un- 
der pretence of a property, of a right to defend, is in truth 
offensive, though the same jKiay be just. I demand that 
ihe dedaralion of war be placed among the lawsj and sub- 
mitted to the judgment of the People, who may ratify the 
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MUM a^mi th« «xhibHioa of the molivfts tbal rendes it ûe** 
oessery. 

Obseire, that if you hed had such a stipulation in your 
former constitution, you would not have been betrayed | 
Ibey would not have brought you to declare war in harmony 
icAA the courts as i^ proved oy the papers found in the castle ; 
proofs will bé given you. 



Thuriot .«•••. What is the object of us all in general ? 

That the national interest be not brought in jeopardy. 
Well, I say it can be iq jeopardy when it depends abso* 
hitely upon the legislative body to declare and prolong 
war. Wbat will happen f a perfidious committee will be- 
Iniiy the interests of the Nation for gold. It will, asBrissot 
has done, pretend acts to exist which do not exist. The 
legislative body will maintain that such apolitical system of 
such a eourt is contrary to the interests of the Nation ; and 
under the most futile pretences that body will declare wan 
The result will be, that while you would wish to enjoy ia 
quietness the benefits of a good constitution, and try your 
laws by peaceable experience, perfidious men, sold to fo- 
vtign powers, will involve you in a ruinous war. 

Do not trust then the most important interests of the Na- 
tion in the hands of the representatives. Will there be, I 
ask you, one single case in which it will be dangerous to 
consult the Nation f— Will danger not be foreseen ? will it 
become all at once so urgent that three weeks or a mcmth 
cannot be employed to sather the votes of the assemblies 
of the People f Kemember that it will be, notwithstand^ 
mgf both the right and the duty of the legislative body to 
make preparations for defence. 

Should foreign powers' rise against us in one vast body, 
and all of their own accord, they would have preparations 
to make, and movements of troops would take place, that 
cannot remdn secret, and that require a certain lapse of 
time ; the same preparations can be made on our side, 
while the Nation deliver their votes oa the declaration of 
war; and it.ie necessary that such pr^p^arationa take plae« 
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pevrious to m declaration of war. Therefore, there is no 
inconvenience at all in consultbe the primary assemblies. 
And, on the contrary, there would be infinite disadvanta^ 
if it should be in the power of a misled or corrupted legis- 
lative body, to declare war under an imaginary pretence of 
a politic system laid in some court asainst our interests. 
Often the People, who alone bear the burdens of the war, 
will choose rather the loss of a contested right, than the loss 
of their possessions and their quiet. 

Remember what has happened last year. The tyrant 
endeavoured to have war declared, that foreign powers 
might have a pretence afforded them to rise against us. He 
wanted not that a suspicion should be entertained of his be* 
ing agreed with them. He made use of the villain Dumou- 
rier, who bore the sway over the council, and of the abet- 
tors of Dumourier, that did the same in the legislative 
body ;(62^ and hardly two days had elapsed after wa» 
against the emperor had been declared^ when the court 
were seen congratulating one another for havmg been suc- 
cessful, by means of bribery, in obtaining their detign^thal 
ef plunging us, without defence^ in a war against all ibm 
powers of Europe. We remember that Robespierre, that 
the most energetic Patriots, opposed at that time in vain 
that destructive system. 

I therefore do oppose that you should trust in the hands 
of the representatives,, and cause to depend upon intrigue, 
upon error, upon whims, the fate of a whole Nation. S 
ask, that the dedaradon of war be placed among the hxw$^ 
and as such, submitted to the ratification of the Peo- 
ple. (63) 

Extract from the debate on article 82, as origmally proposed. 

Robespierre. This» article appears to me absolutely use- 
less; for the true character of the mandataries of the Pëo^ 

(62) The mattfo* being prepared, Louis himKlf proposed the decla- 
ration of war, pretending that he considered this to be the wish of the 
whole Nation ; the national legislative assembly parsed an act in con- 
formity ; he ratified this act ; and on the 20th of April, 1792, the war 
was solemnly declared. 

(63) This the assembly decreed ; see article 54, and compare arti- 
cle 65* 
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pie is determined by the nature of their functions. I far- 
ther obseiTe, that the denomination of representative cannot 
be applied to any mandatary of the People whatsoever, be- 
cause the will cannot be represented. The members of 
the legislature are the mandataries to whom the People 
have given the first power ; but they cannot be said to re- 
present the People according to the true sense of the word. 

The legislature enacts laws and decrees ; the laws 

have not the character of laws but then when the People 
have formally accepted them. Until that moment they 
were nothing but projects ; then they are the expression of 
the will of the People. The decrees are executed before 
they are submitted to the ratification of the People, only 
because the People is accounted to approve them ; the 
People do not oppose,('64) their silence is taken for an ap- 

i)robation. It is impossible that a government should be 
bunded on another principle. That consent is either ex- 
pressed or silent ; but the sovereign will is represented in 
no case, that will is presumed. The mandatary cannot be 
a representative, it is a misapplication of words, and^ in 
France, people already begin to come back from that 
crror.^65) 

t^urther extract. 

Fonfrede. I ask that an article be inserted in this consti- 
tution, by which you adopt as sacred a principle which has 



i64) // ne réclame pas. 
65) At ' 



At the first view it may please the repqblican miod to find the 
appellation of representatives in use, as the same leads the thoughts up 
to the People from which the power of those that govern is derived ; 
but upon reflection we will see the importance of speaking with more 
accuracy. The word mandatary denotes a man qualified and sent to 
perform certain acts specified in the mandate, and who has not any le- 
gal power beyond that ; who is as guilty of usurpation when in any re- 
spect or manner transgressing the limits of his power, as any other pri- 
vate individual would be in usurping the very same authority ; who 
ought never to be obeyed in an act of usurpation, but tried as a crimi- 
nal ; &c, — The word representatlTC on the contrary, when taken in its 
most extensive sense, would convey absurd ideas ; and as the sovereign 
People have undoubtedly the power to change their constitution, yea to 
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been pToposed to you immediately after the trial of the ty- 
rant ; to ' wit, that the penalty of death be abolished with 
respect to any crimes but those against the general safety 
of the Republic. i / 

Thuriot. This question ought to be referred to the com? 
mittee employed about the penal code. 

This reierence is decreed. 

Extract from the debate on article 98 and 99. 

PhUippeaux, • In what manner soever the judiciary 

Eower be organised^ criminal tribunals will exist which will 
e bound to act according to rules respecting judiciary pro- 
ceedings. It is of the very greatest importance that in crimi- 
nal matters the rules respecting the form of trial be rigorous- 
ly executed; it is therefore necessary that one single tribunal 
be judge with respect to the form of judiciary proceedings 
which every one of the tribunals, dispersed throughout the 
Republic, shall have observed- In case no such tribunal of 
annulment existed, those customs which were governing in 
the different provinces would spring up again, and togetner 
with them those systems of law so widely different from 
each other,(66) which you have annihilated in order to 
establish the unity of the Republic. I demand that the 
article proposed by the committee be adopted. 

Extract from the debate on article 101, oi originally pro^ 



Levasseur. I demand that here these two principles be 
acknowledged to be sacred, to wit^ that no coij^tribution can 
be demanded from those persons who have merely so much 
as they absolutely need ; and that the amount to be paid 
shall bear a proportion to the degree of riches of the indi- 
vidual. 

OasteKer. 1 offer the following proposals : 

dissolve the politic body, one miji;ht coDclude that those who should in 
truth represent the sovereign People must possess all these powers too. 
— ^Tbe fact is that the People cannot be represented in such a^sense. 
(66) Ces jurisprudences si différentes. 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



$0 DfiBATfiS IN 

I 

1. The contributions shall bear a progressive proportimi 
fo the decree of riches. 

2. Such persons as enjoy merelj what is absolutely ne- 
cessary, owe^ as their only contribution, one day of labour, 
each. 

Cambon. The subject of contributions is one of those 
which it is most difficult to regulate by the constitutian. 
In fact, the legislatures oueht not to be laid under a res- 
traint. Hitherto there have been different systems respect- 

* ing the public revenues, upon which no decision has taken 

place. In case you estabhsh any boundaries in relation to 
the laws which may be made upon this matter, ^ou will af* 
focd to selfish persons the means to evade contribution. 

You should further observe, that the contributions can- 
not be fixed but by a law, to the existence of which accept* 
ance by the People is a requisite, and c^oosequently tlie 
Peo|^ will deliberate continually upon their interests. I 

^ ask that the article of the committee be adopted. 

Fahrt d^Eglantine, Citiaens, an opinion has been thrown 
forth just now which bad already been offered to you. Rsl«* 
emptioD, for those who have merely what they absolutely 
Beed, from all contribution. I demand that this idea be 
formally rdected ; for if any legislative body mirht adopt 
it, a line of separation would thereby be established ; and 
this proposal, which is sufficiently treacherous, and might be 
received with shouts of applause, would prove a destructive 

^ snare for liberty and equality. 1 demand that it be deter- 

mined by the constitution, that everpr Citizen, without any 
exclusion, is bound to take a share in paying the contribu- 
tions. 

Ducoi. I believe, for my part, that it is a principle of 
strict juktice, that such a man as enjoys merely what is ab- 
solutely necessary, do not pay the least contribution. In 
fact, if you demand of him that he «hall pay some contribu- 
tion, how small soever the same be, the result must be that 
he shall have a little less than what is ne(;essary, and conse- 
quently it must incommode him. The dread of an incon- 
venience which Fabre displays is at first view plausible in- 
deed ; he fears that what is only agreeable to rigorous jus- 
tice may be considered as a favour; he fears that the Citi- 
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sens might be divided into two classes, the one consisting 
of thb Citizens wko pay taxes, and who would be active 
Citizens; the other consisting of the Citizens who pay no 
taxes, and who would be passive Citizens. Yet I say, that 
in case such a distinction be not established by laws and 
decrees, the same will never exist. I further observe, that 
aait is a property of industry to cause an increase of pos- 
sessions^ the result must be that such a distinction shall not 
exist for any considerable length of time in relation to the 
same individuals, but such a one as belonged on one day 
to the class of those who do not pay, shall place himself on 
the next day, by his activity, in the class of tl^ose who do 
pay. I therefore think, that if there might be any incon- 
venience in acknowledging as sacred the humane principle 
which is offered to your consideration, at least there can be 
none in not rejecting the same. 

Robespierre. I have shared for a moment the error of Du- 
ces, I even believe that I have supported the same in some 
writing : but I come back to the principles ; and the goodi 
sense of the People, who feel that this kind of favour which 
is offered to them is merely an injury, has enlightened my 
mind. In fact, if it be decreed, especially by the constitu* 
tion, that pov^r^ exempts a man from the honourable ob- 
ligation of contributing for the wants of the Country, then 
the debasement of the purest part of the Nation is decreed 5 
then an aristocracy of the wealthy is decreed, and soon you 
would see these new aristocrates, bearing the sway in the 
legislatures, draw the conclusion, with an odious Machiave-, 
lianism, that those who do not pay the burdens of the go- 
vernment ought not to have a share in its benefits ; a pro- 
letarian class,(67) a class of helots, would be established, 
and equality and liberty would perish for ever. Do not de- 
prive the Citizens of that which is most necessary to them, 
to wit, the satisfaction of offering to the Republic the 
widow's mite. Far from inserting an odious distinctien in 
the constitution, the«honourable obligation to pay his con- 

(67) A class considered as roean.— The helots weretbe slaiyesof th^ 
. Spahans. 

H ^ 
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tributions, which rests upon every Ciûttïif ou^t on thé 
contrary to be declared sacred by the same. 

The principle acknowledged as sacred in the declaration 
of rights, that Society-ewes that which is necessary to every 
one of its ibembers who is unable to procure the same' by 
his own labour, this principle is both popular and just* I 
demand that this principle be inserted in the constitutioir, 
that the poor Citizen who owes one obole as his coutribo- 
tion, shall receive the same from the Country, that he may 
cast it in the public treasure. 

Extract from the debate on article 108, and 109, as origmal- 
ly proposed. 

'^ The Republic has under pay, in time of peace, an 
armed land force and naval force, sufficient to preserve in* 
temal and external peace." 

JDucos. It is not the business of regular troops to preserve 
internal peace; this is the business of the Citizens, of the 
national guards, of the Nation itself. In case you should 
declare the regular troops to be destined to effect this pur- 
pose, the result would be, that ambitious or corrupted ad- 
ministrative bodies mi^ht use this force against public liber- 
ty. I demand that this clause be expunged from the ar- 
ticle. 

Thuriot proposes that the article be drawn up in the 
words following : 

The Repubhc has under pay, even in time of peace, an 
armed land force and naval force. 

The assembly adopts diis proposal. 

The next article is proposed thus : All Frenchmen are 
exercised in the management of arms. 

Lacroix. I demand that this article be drawn up in the 
' words following : - ) 

All Frenchmen are soldiers ; they are all exercisied in 
the management of arms. (68) ^ 

The assembly decrees accordm^y.* 

(68) See the piece entitled, Aftn oteervo^ns on article 109, 4c. 
inserted in this compilation. 
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Esstraet from ike dehate vn> ^rtkle 116, prùpûud in. ihe$e 
words J ^* The converUion meet at a distance of at least 2Û . 
leagues from the législative body^^ 

BUlaud-Varermes. In this article circumstances are 
intended when conventions are called by the primary as** 
semblies to revise some articles of the constitution. But 
cases may occur in which the primary assemblies demand 
the total révisai of the cmistitution. I would wish that in 
case the primary assemblies^ claim a convention for to re- 
vise some articles only, that then the same meet at a dis- 
tance of 20 leases from the legislative body ; and that in 
the other case the legislative body be annihilated. 



Thuriot, I also oppose the system of the committee. 
It is certainly very prudent to hinder the national conven- 
tions from occupying themselves with any other object but 
that for which they are called together ; but \o establish 
at the same time the existence of a convention and a legis- 
lative body, is to prepare a political chaos, it is to provoke 
a strife which might overthrow France, 

Moreover it would be necessary to choose twelve hun- 
dred persons to form these two rival bodies ; and certainly 
there will always be more energy, more knowledge, more 
patriotism united in one nationid assembly, when the Peo* 
pie have only six hundred persons to elect, than in case 
they have twelve» hundred to choose. (69) 

(69) This difficiilty^must appear stiU greater when we consider that 
a natiooal Conventioa might be chosen at any season of the year, the 
legtslatire body already existing, and counting among its members 
perhaps those persons whom the People wonM prefer above all others 
for the work of drafting a new constitution, or any alteration of the 
constitution ; and if the People sbouhl by their choice traospiace these 
members in the convention, the worse part of the legislative body 
might become too powerful and uncontrolled, notwithstanding the pri- 
mary assemblies fillmg soon the places of the transplaced members. 
As article lid and 116 now stands the People have the means to an- 
Whilate regularly à legislative bedy which acts unfaithful, or which the 
People do suspect of designs contrary to liberty, by demanding to have 
any ai;ticle altered, and consequently a convention called ; if thelegis* 
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I Aerefore demand that it be decreed, tliat as soêii ts m 
national convention shall be assembled the functions of the 
legislative body shall cease. 

RameUJ^TogareU The question upon which you deli- 
berate is of the greatest importance ; the committee have 
examined that question in all its different connections ; they 
bave ddsed themselves whether the national convention 
vHiich now exists could fix die rights and regulate the du- 
ties of a future convention. The committee have thousbt 
that the constitution ought to remain untouched until ttie 
^angesproposed by an other convention shall be accepted 
by the reople. 

If you accumulate on the same persons the legislative 
and the convenlionid functions, the convention, thinking 
tiiat it exercises all the fulness of the national power, wiu 
throw down the political building ; if on the contrary yoo 
keep together with, the convention a legblative body in 
«idstence, that body will preserve the constitution and the 
laws, as long as the People shall not yet have changed 
tJiem. In that case the constitution cannot be oyerthrovm 
but after an other is come in its stead, and you save thé 
People from that state of anarchy which is the unavoidable 
eonsecuence of an absolute non-existence of government 
I ask that this article be mtûntained. 

Robespierre. When liberty reigns, nothing endangers 
fiberty more than political commotions : now, it is impos* 
fiiUe that a oonvention and a legislative body should exist 
at the same time, without this being productive of ^such 
commotions. 



Moreover, the duration of the national conventions will 
be short, and I do not see what inconvenieney is found ia 
trosting to them, for such a short time, Ûie work of enad* 
ling some decrees. Have we not had already two national 
conventions which possessed these united powers ? And 
these very conventions have conducted the rev^tion; 
they have nudntained public liberty. 



......... 



latire bedy refasM to eonvene the primary assemblies, wfaeii boimd 
by the constitirtion to eonvf ne them, it is evideot that the case i 
tiooed article 36 of the Deelaratioo of rights eiists^ 
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Therefore, to destroy a lasting seed of divisions, and to 
laroici confederations and eivil war, I a^ the previous ques- 
tion on this article. 

jy « % * Nothing is of more importance to Kbertjr than 
thai the powers be well separated ; nothing is of more im- 
portance to despotism than that they be united. - What 
difference does it make to me whether one person exer- 
cises despotism or several, if after all despotism is exer- 
cised ? of what importance is it to me whether the deno- 
mination be national convention or dictator, when the 
effects are the same ? We ought to secure ourselves from 
either, and this is the object of the article proposed by the 
eommittee .«• 

HerauiL Robespierre has mentioned the true reason^ 
by saying, that the unity would be broken and that the 
Nation would be divided in two parties. I myself ask the 
previous question* 

BUimLd^Véxrennes. The justiiess of the remarks of 
Tburiet and of Robespierre now only needs to be shown 
by, facts. A eonvention will most likely be called togetl^r 
m the pm^ose of correcting dboses the legklative body 
has been guiltjjr of: now, if yon let that body remain, which 
to all {HPobability will have formed a powerful party, you 
will see a division breakout, and eivil war will ensue «.. 

Gvjfomard. And I ask that the convention be distmct 
from âïe legidative body, for if the convention should not 
be kept within bounds, that bodjy would prolong its ex^ 
Ôtence, and would eesfdoy itself m governing. 

Barrere. If we could organize the future national cos^ 
veatioDs, and regulate all the free acts of the sovereign 
power, it would be well to adopt the article proposed by 
iIm coÉinûtlee ; b^t new yon should gke the Republic 
Wâoh « constitution tha^ ccmventiom may sehjom trice plaee, 
kk so doing you promote tiie stability of the çoveruneat 
and the jprospevity of FVance. 

Oeftainly we liaifsa to feair Aat aristocracy nay aiiiil 
itoeif ef a nali<»al convention to tfanow down a repubUon 
constitution, but the Nation has the right to do véM it 
shall think proper I wie iiavs not the right to pesciibn 
ip(^l»>the UffAmj wiw U ahall bo ito vrâH to hs(ve m 
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constitution ; I rely upon its love to liberty. I also a$k 
tbeprevious question pn the proposed article. 

The assembly agree to the previous question, and this 
article is decreed in the following words : 

The national convention is formed in the same manner 
as the legislatures, and possesses all the power the legis- 
lative bouy is invested with. 

Further extract 

Letasseur. I ask that the duration of the national con- 
ventions be limited. 

B * * * To fix by the constitution the duration of the 
p^ational representation which comes together to draw up 
a new constitution, is to lose sight of all the principles of 
the People's sovereignty. ......... 

PhiU^peauw. I support the proposal of Levasseur. In 
the midst of the most extraordinary circumstances and the 
most imminent dangers, we have framed a republican cons- 
titution, and the year has not yet elapsed however. I 
therefore think that the time of one year must be sufficient 
for a national convention to reform some articles of the 
constitution, and even to frame a new constitution. 

Houdoi. I propose that the words be : The duration 
of' the session of the national convention shall be of one 
year at longest. 

• Chreeoire. You have Inserted that the primary assem^ 
ibUes shall assemble every year, on the first day of may : 
well now, when these assemblies deem it necessary they 
can repeal the national convention which exists, or invest 
the same with new powers. 1 vote against the proposed 
article. . 

' Garran-Cotdan. The exemple of all governments shows 
forth how dangerous it is that the authority of constituted 
bodies be prolonged. I therefore think that we should fix 
their duration, and I wish it should be of one year ; for if 
the People be imiQortal in làis sense, that the mass is al- 
ways existing, it is alike true that the People of one jr^^ 
is not the People of a proceeding year ; now, no rieht 
can exist to grant powers on the- part of a People which is 
not yet in existence. The Peoide undergoes a coatimtiJ 
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renovation; I ask that its representation be renewed 
likewise. 

Garrau. I ask the previous question ; when a national 
eonrention desires to prolong its authority too long, the 
primary assemblies will take its powers from it. 

MéauUe. At Rome, the dictatorial power could not be 
lengthened out beyond the fixed term ; I desire that just 
«o tne national conventions cannot prolong themselves be- 
yond one year; it is neces3ary that after the pillars of the 
government are shaken, not a year should elapse before 
they be strengthened again. 

Àmar. As the right to fix the duration of the powers 
resides solely in the Feople, I ask the previous question. 

JV * * * At Rome, tne power of the decemviri was for 
one year ; they had dexterity enough to get themselves 
continued time after time, and an insurrection was neces- 
sary to annihilate their power. I ask that the duration of 
the national conventions be fixed. 

Couthon. I ask the previous question on this proposal^ 
for this sole reason, that the People will meet every year 
andean c|estroy an usurping assembly. 

Garran-Coulon. From the constitution being silent on 
the subject, a national convention may conclude that its 
powers are unlimited, both as to their object and as to 
their duration. I ask that the convention be for one year, 
unless prolonged by the People. 

The assembly decrees that the duration of the national 
coi^rentions shall not be fixed.(70) 

(70) After all, it appears to me, that oever any conrention or simi* 
lar assembly should be chosen without a time beinjg ized when, tU the 
iongêit, the power or mandate of the members expires ; that is, unless 
previousiy aie People annihilate or abolish the assembly, which the 
People shoyld be enabled to do at any time in a regular manner, by 
assembling and voting. 

As, according to this constitution, the case mentioned article 115 
may take place at any time of the year, and that the revision of a few 
articles, or of many, or of the whole constitution, may be demanded. 
it appears to me, that consistently with the pure principles which are 
recognized, the following method might have been prescribed in this 
constitution, totrit : That when the legislative body convenes (accord* 
ii^ to article 115) all the priaiary assemblies, to dôcide upon the qoet- 
tlMi» Shall theve be a oatiooai conveation ? ttie legislative body taking 
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beration. 

Grégoire ofifers à draught of a declaratioû of tèe rights df 
Natiohs.(71) 

Barren. I invite the convention not to lose sight of 
the position of France in the midst of Europe ; you are not 
only a philosophic and legislativiô assembly ; you are a po- 
Ihic assembly ; I do not believe that you ^ould go at mis 

in consideration the extent of the ehange intencied in the coostitntioDt 
and the time of the yeai", shall pfopoto to tfiese vety saiAe primary 
asseittbtlei^, as a separfttè /question : Shall Rs dm*aiion be tiH floeft a 
^y of sadi a mimtti, mï&ns prctioiuly repealed ér ceasing othcr- 
wito ? (fer Instance by a new conslittittoà being adopted^ and the de^ 
puties, chosen accordingly, having met.) and again as a separate ques- 
tion, the same last mentionred one, proposing an oïhe¥' day aùd month 
a!B the Kmit of its tfarratioh. Shonfd there hé no majority t>f yeas on 
«itfaer of these proposals, whieh is very antikHy, tbe qoestion. Shall 
lliere bp a convention ? being ansfrered in the aflftririative by the ma- 
jority* then at the time when the primary ^serablies meet for the 
election of the members of the convention, similar proposals respect- 
ing the time of dnration might be put.— It ihoxAd be observed that the 
^uesUon, SR^iiM Itie énretlen be till^ncha day or tilt »ueh a dny ? cannot 
be^nittotbe sovereign People >beesine this wootd inyolve a command- 
ment (K> choose the one el* the other ; but any proposal wbicb the Pee* 
pie can rejeet, by the majority voting nay, appears to me consistent 
vrifh the principle, gètaeraTly speaking. (And provided the thing 
proposed be not contrary to man's tfrfafienable rights.) Arcofdiog to 
tbese principles attd tfae i^irit of ^e coHstiietion, a demand te this 
effect by the number of primary assemblies reqiiircid in article 11^5^ I 
think ought also to be sufficient, to have any other question laid before 
the whole People to decide upon, as well as that : Shall there be a con« 
v^tion ? for Inntance the t)nestion whether a pafttcdar law shall 1^ 
repealed from and after a"bired dsy. 

Most essential it îs, in order to preserve llbet-ty, that à CQAsiderahte 
portion of the Citizens D^quent Patriotie societies, and thete discuss 
their rigfatt, thé tendency of ejttsting laws, public measures, ftc. &è. 
^y sncb societies the minds of thousamlsand thonsaods mat be greatly 
enlightened #fth rei^pect to the interests of the ftepiiblfe, aiid true 
Patriotism &nd wàtcfaftdness may be kept aiive. Such societies ap- 
petir to me useful beyotod dv^scriptfon, yea necessary ; their keeping 
ap cone^tfidenee with ohe another throughout the Ceuiitry M all» of 
ircat impDirtaaoe ; '• light and pubKdty is the tiatttral hôâ bf ftbertr.*" 

(71) vtoU âei ;gens ; the feiv of Nations. 
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•moment knj farther than your articled of the aCt ct the 
constitution. The declaration contained therein, that the 
French Peopte is the natural friend of free People,(72) 
shows plainly enough to Europe what difference we see 
among the governments ; we should not leave our proper 
.course and rove in philanthropic notions. (73) 

Thuriot. I ask that this draught be printed and made 
the order of the day ; I perceive sublime ideas in the same. 

Several voiàes. The previous question. 

Others. The order of the day, on this aground, that every 
member h^s a right to publish by the press his sentiments 
in relation to the constitution. 

The assembly pass to the order of the day on this* 
ground. 

Extract fiom the Debate on article 121. 

Seoerd members. The yeas and nays. 

Mercier. Such articles are written and are expunged 
by the sWord; advantageous treaties may be made oa 
one's own territory. Do you flatter yourselves with being 
always victorious r have you made a treaty with victory i 

Bazire. We have made a treaty with death.(74) fplau-* 
dits.) 

Mercier. That exaltation of ideas is not true greal^» 
ness. .• 

Further extracts» 

Hérault. The institution of a national jury has beea 
rejected ; but the assembly have agreed in the ideaj 
tb^t some means ought to be sought to secure the People 
from oppression by the legislative body. We have con- 
sidered this question in relation to two. different cases. 
When Ae Social Body is oppressed by the le^slativç 
body, the only means of resistance is insurrection ; but it 
would be an absurd thing to think of organising the sam^; 



72) PevpUs librei. Free Nations. 

/Intf/oufpof s*e«<ravai«r eno^Knion» pàilofifronifi^r. 
Or : is fictorj at jour disposal ? Bimrs. Death it. 



a 
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for it has different characters. This yoQ have experienced ; 
the insurrections which took place in the year which is 

i)ast were very difTerent from the last insurrection ; the 
brmer were the work of fôrce,(75) the last has begun by a 
petitibn ; we have seen the People cover the Declaration 
of rights with crape, and at last rise in one mass. It is 
therefore impossible to fix the nature and the character of 
the insurrections. This we must leave with confidenc-e, 
to the choice, the character, the talents, of the People. 
But an other case may occur, to wit, when the legislative 
body should oppress some Citizens only, then it is neces- 
sary that those Citizens do find a means of resistance in the 
Nation. 

The several articles which we now offer to your consi- 
deration, bear collectively this title : Of the censorship of 
the People over the deputies^ and of the PeoMs guaranty 
against oppression by the legislative body. We have pro- 
posed ourselves in drawing up these articles, to assign to 
each section of the People by which one deputy has been 
chosen, (76) the work of judging the conduct of that very 
deputy; and we have added, that a deputy cannot be 
elected again, until his conduct shall have been declared 
approved, by his constituents. We have derived this 
manner from the principle of national representation. In 
fact, nothing is so congenial with that principle as to have 
the deputies judged in the same manner in which they are 
chosen. 

The advantages of our project are : lo- its popularity j 
2o. that the duties of the representatives of the People be 
constantly exhibited to their sight ; 3o. that the^be kept in 
readiness to give an account, if required, previous to their 
entering upon new functions. 

Hérault reads the articles of which he has just given an 
idea. 

Thvriot, I ask leave to speak against this project At 
Ithe same moment when we wish to consolidate the sove^ 



(75) Of strength and vigour. 

(76) Seetbe CoostHiitioo article 23. 
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reign dominion of the People, we seem to be busy in lin^ 
dermining its foundation. Ton have declared sacred this 
principle, that a representative of the People belongs to 
the whole Nation ; well, a section w^ich should pass cen- 
sure upon a Citizen who belongs to the Republic, would 
usurp a right which such a section by no means has. In 
order to show you how bad this proposed system is, a few 
suppositions will be sufficient. Let us suppose that at the 
end of our course we shall be judged, each of us by the 
section which nominated him ; well, then you would see 
some sections, deceived hy intriguers, condemning virtuous 
deputies, and chosing agam those which certainly have the 
least served the People ; perhaps even the best defenders 
of liberty would be proscribed m a part of the Republic. 
Let what has happened serve, you as a lesson. If, last year, 
a man had strongly spoken in favour of a republican go^ 
vemment, if he had professed maxims which are sacred at 
present, and which will last for ever, he would have been, 
proscribed. So it is still possible that men of great con- 
ceptions, when they displav strong ideas, but of which the 
value might not forthwith be perceived, be considered as 
extravagant and dangerous men, unworthy of the confi- 
dence of the People. And such a man's enemies, availing 
themselves of the slowness with which the public opinion 
is forriied, would persecute him. After some tkne, wheii 
truth should ^ave recovered its rights, the People would 
feel the utmost grief for having unjustly judged a great 
man ; but the censure pronounced against him, would still 
fetter the will of the Citizens when wishing to elect him 
again. 

Let the public opinion only pronounce on men, and let 
us not promote by a decree decisions which might prove 
hurtful to virtue. I demand the previous question on 
these articles, and that we leave this matter to the wisdom 
of the People. 



Dartigoyte. I demand that the project of the committee 
be adopted. Surely the French People will not 



o. 
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c^podeom Tirtue, w31 not disown tbeir fnends, nor à^ise 
feniuft.(77) 

Leva$8eur* I consider the project of the committee as 
impracticable, and as contrary to the principle that no li- 
mits can be set to the choice of the People, nor that choice 
any wise prescribed. 

Lacroix. This is also my opinion, and I wish to qiiotie 
jan instance in support of the same. You have placed a 
deputy from the neighbourhood of the Vendée in a state 
pf arrest; well now! if that deputy should be judged by 
the primary assemblies of the section which chose him, 
these no doubt would declare that be has deset ved well of 
the Country ; and if, in that time when the Patriots in the 
national convention were oppressed by a tyrannical ma- 
jority, Marseilles and the Vendée had judged the d^putieç, 
they would have deprived the People of representatives 
who really aim at the happiness of the People. I ask the 
previous question upon a project which might carry wjth 
it these dansers. 

Guyomard. I support the project, in order that thp 
xnoral respoqsibleness of the deputies be not an illusion^ 

CovUhon. Your committee of public welfare convinced 
of the desirable qualities of those articles which thyey hav^ 
proposed, were not aware of all the inconveniences that 
accompany them. But you have made us perceive these, 
and I myself ask that these articles be exptinged. I de- 
mand the previous question, on this ground, that a single 
Hjection of the People has not the right of depriving tfeie 
li^le Nation of a representative who possesses its esieem. 

The assembly rejects the project of censorship.(78) 

Hérault reads the Act of the Constitution tbroji^hoMf. 

- (77) The deeitiao wonid, according to tjbis prc^jeot, npt dffmiii 
«fipoa tbe whole French People, but apon the majority in o^^ «ecUop; 
which section would be about one six hundredth part of the People ! 

(78) All that perhaps could be do;ie consistent with the ri^ts of 
each Citizen, might be something like this : That-at a period nnear to the 
«me of electioB, (tbe ik of May,) yet «o ^Ustaatihat Ih^ rfMult 4Soald 
be UDiversally known jNrerious to the etectiop. jthe prin^y as£(eiDhli«s 
throughout the Republic should be convened extraordinai if;, (io wit« 
in case a fixed number of Gitixeos have demanded this couvocatioii» 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



T9IË CpSTYfBNTION. ^ 

Legenàn. I d^maïul tbat tb^e uoliinited Ubertjr of the 
press be guarantied by the constitution, for to the press we 
are indebted for the public liberty which we enjoy. 

This proposjaii is adopted* 

JV* * * *. i denutod that the constitution guaranty also 
the public debt. 

Ironti the legisJatiF^ bodjr, tliese Citizens prescribing the veiy words of 
the question tp be put to the Nation,) and tbat the following, or a simi- 
lar, question, should be decided by the yeas and nays of the whole 
People ; ** Pbes the People declare, tbat it is its will that N. N. be 
not elected during this year as a deputy ? and consequently jtbat tke 
votes which might in any place be gireii in favour of bis election, 
llu^-ij^ ibis year, shall hp lost aad be of no account ?** — A lïteasure 
thus so far in the spirit of the ancient ostracism^ and petalism that it 
might be considered as affording the People a mean te secure itself In 
some measure a^inst too influentiaU and dangerous nien, who ml^t 
wm ^t tliB deduction of liberty, iiid whom the law could not yet 
reqicb. — And such declsioas the People might fdiversjfy and extepd to 
^n exclusion of N. N. during that year from all miJiCsiry charges, or 
all national offi^ces^ 

Pesaibly it anight be proper tbat, at aqy time ef the year, the People 
could in a sianlar way anoibiiate tfae mandkite of any «stu^ly çeryta 
4epu.ty, member of t^e .^^cutive coiiiieil, 4:oin[)mai)der of a^ army^ and. 
^^y other liiatio^af officer, an4 disguanfy the same fer a ^xed and sheft 
period for holding that place and some otlier places. Yet this prin- 
ciple should invariably be kept in view, that the People of one year 
are not the People of the next, nor can in the least lawfully restrain 
the choice of the People of the next year, nor of its deputies, ^. 
That People can renew the same dtsquaHfying declaration for a axed 
and short time. And if the whole PeOfsle be eonvi^jBed to vote about 
the removal of a deputy actually servmg» tàe primary assemblies Of 
that section which du»se him should at that very meeting pnoceed to 
the election of another in 4hs stead, this eleotion to i>e of force only Id 
ease the majority of the Nation decide in lavour of thati«mov«J. 

That in all similar cases a demand by a fixed ^nber of CijUzens be 
required, to cause the convocation of all th^ primary assemblies of the 
Republic, appears to noe a much better regulation than that a demand 
by a fixed number of primary assemblies be required. 

But would any such slow measnre afford much security ? — Conspi- 
racies often were hardly suspected to exist until the deadly blow waa 
struck. Buonaparte ^d, at the head of very few men, overthrown 
the government of the Republic, and was ruling in fact as a despot, witb- 
in 4 weeks after bis return to Parirfrom Egypt, and whilst a large poi^ 
tion of the French believed him still there.-^Active watchfi^l Citizens 
throughout all the Country, keeping their rights and duties in view, and 
who appear to be ready to act up to themi may really afford a strong 
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Ohahot. I demand the order of the day, on this ground^ 
that the public debt is a property, and that all kind of pro- 
perty is guarantied by the constitution. 

Lacroix. Our slanderers spread abroad that we aim at 
bankruptcy, if you should reject the amendment, they 
would avail themselves of this circumstance to obtain belief 
in their calumnies. Though the order of the day on the 
aforementioned ground is an equivalent to the positive' de- 
cree, I do prefer the decree, and I demand that the amend- 
ment be added, and inserted in article 122 of the consti- 
tution. 

The assembly adopts this proposal. 

[The Act of the Constitution, as definitively drawn up, 
was then adopted by the national convention,, on the 24th 
of June, 1793, CoUot-d'Herbois being president ; whilst the 
hall and galleries resounded with the joyful cries of, Long 
live the Kepublic ! Live the Republic forever ! Live the 
convention ! Live the mountain ! &;c. and diversified mani- 
festations of the great joy of thousands aad thousands^ im- 
mediatley be^n, and closed this memorable day. 

The constitution was freely and truly accepted by the 
People in their primary assemblies, by 1,801,918 yeas, 
against 11,610 nays.] 



bulwark to liberfy, and deter those who are of a treacherous miod. 
The utmost danger exists where this Patriotic watchfukiess, and jeav- 
lous actiTC care against first encroachments is wanting. 

Much might be said against the manner of election by sections» in- 
. stead of election by the whole Nation by absolute magority ; but much 
in favour of the former manner may be said also. At any rate prac- 
ticabOity is a first re||uîsite of any regulatioiL 
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A PEW 

OBSERVATIONS 

On article i09 of the French Constitution of 1193^ compared 
to the Rights of Man, as acknowledged by article 1, 2, 7, 
and IS, of the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of 
Citizens. 

This 109th article appears to need a fair constructioti ; 
Certainly not every Frenchman, the blind, the deaf and 
dumb, the old and infirm, &z;c. was intended to be constitut- 
ed a soldier ; and could such be intended as should consider 
it contrary to the dictates of their conscience to bear arms 
in an/ case whatsoever, or even in any particular war? was 
not liberty of conscience acknowledged ? — ^This article 
seems to intimate that, generally speakine, Frenchmen are 
the defenders tf their beloved Country ; that every one has 
a right to possess arms ; and that, in general, a sufficient in- 
struction and exercise as to the management of arms ought 
to take place. 

And besides, however some persons might possibly con- 
strue this general declaration, it ought to be ooserved, that 
no law on the subject of the defence of the Country (nor on 
any other subject) could be framed and brought mto ope- 
ration without the People having an opportunity to reject 
the draught of the same, according to article 56 — 60. 

If it should be pretended in an v RepubUc, that the ma- 
jority of the Citizens have the right to compel the minori- 
ty, or any individual, to do any thing which, according to 
the belief of that minority^, or individual, is contrary to outy, 
how can liberty of conscience be enjoyed there ? The free 
exercise of the diffisrept manners of worship cannot be for- 
bidden ; (Rights, art. 7 ;) but what man, in any degree 
sincere and intelligent, can rest satisfied with liberty only to 
join in what is called public worship, and which ought to 
serve to enforce in bis mind the lively sense of bis obligation 
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to render an universal obedience to all tbe Divine precepts; 
and the ardent desire to yield this obedience, — whilst com- 
pelled to obey in bis conduct the dictates of his fellow-men, 
though he considers them as commanding acts forbidden 
by the Creator ? No, every act of abstinence and of per- 
formance according to the Divine precepts, if flowing forth 
from ri^bt motives, belongs essentially to true worship \ 
and the exercise of that which the individual considers to bè 
Ivorship, is evidently intended, and acknowledged to be 
ffee, in this seventh article of the Rights. 

Equality, liberty, safety, and property, are natural and 
imprescriptible rights of Man : the social state ought to se- 
cure to Mail the enjoyment of these rights. (Rights, article 
1, 2.) But what enjoyment of true liberty and safety is se- 
cured to a man who would be liable, at the choice of a ma- 
jority of his Fellow-citizens, to be forced to yield the blind 
obedience of a soldier, and to risk his limbs and life Iq what 
he may consider as a war of aggression waged tobthe inju- 
ry of his Country ?-how is the enjoyment of his property 
secured to him, when he should be, so to speak, at all times 
wholly at the disposal of the community ? No, he does not, 
he cannot, surrender these unalienable rights to the Repub- 
lic ; nor is his person alienable property ; (Rights, art. 18;) 
he cannot surrender his person to the Republic ; but he 
may engage his services, and his time ; he may enlist vol- 
untarily. 

Yet, that no man niiay be forced to enlist from the utter 
poverty and want of subsistence to which he is reduced, ar- 
ticle 21 of the Rights should be brought into practice ac- 
cording to its most extensive and fairest intent ; and of 
course in such a manner that neither' those whom the Rer 

Ïublio furnishes with work, nor the infirm supported by the 
Republic, be deprived of thé exercise bf their rights as Cit- 
Si^ens, nor of the opportunity of attending Pathetic Sôcî^é»- 
ties and enjoying other means of improveinent, as well as a 
liome> a tree disposal of part of their timé^ &c. Nothing iû 
the least similar to locking freeiueii up in workhouses 
ought to take place ; it is very essi^ntial that a/reemaii dis- 
pleasii^ by his vote a proud employer and dismissed in con- 
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sequence thereof by the same, can enter at once into the 
employ of the Republic, and enjoy safety and comfort with 
his family, being furnished with some useful work. And so 
the infirm ought to be perfectly independent on the rich. 

" What/' may some readers say, " a Society not having 
the power to call, and if needs compel, the individuals com- 
posting the same to its defence ! What security, what safe- 
ty could a Republic possess where each Citizen should be 
able to exempt himself from defending his Country, by 
means of declaring to consider the bearing of arms in any 
case whatsoever as contrary to the Divine commands, or so 
in a war actually existing as not being purely defensive, or 
even, so for him, as not being fully assured in his mind of 
the purely defensive nature of a particular war, or perhaps 
even without any such declaration ? — ^The Country being 
invaded, a few zealous Republicans would attempt to de- 
fend their beloved Land, — the worst disposed would stay 
at home, with numbers of cowards and selfish coldhearted 
men ; they could plot at leisure, out-vote the few true Pa- 
triots that shouldsStay in their cities, Stc. &c." 

Yes, " even without any such declaration," each French 
Citizen ought to have enjoyed liberty to abstain from be- 
coming subject to the commands of a military chief, — he 
ought to have enîoyèd safety for his life and limbs, if not 
choosing to risk them in his Country's defence, &c. 

I will add a few brief hints, in reference to the above 
supposed dangers and bad consequences of such a state of 
things. — Suppose Hayti were about to be invaded by an 
European army, and the Haytian government, say that at 
whose head Petion is, would not resort to any compulsion, 
but draw, in a proclamation, a lively picture of the threat- 
ening danger of being again reduced to slavery under cruel 
white oppressors, bought and sold like beasts, &c. or at least 
deprived of true freedom and National independence; 
subjugated by an European power, and uncertain what hor- 
rours and miseries the whites, when once having again the 
power in their hands, would make them undergo ; — and in- 
vited freemen to enlist, able oAcers being appointed, and 
every other preparation being judiciously made , would 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



et OBSERVATIONS 

tbere be but few coming forth ? This I think cannot be supK 
posed. And the lions would not be put to flight for a few 
bares not being by compulsion driven into their ranks It 
appears likely they would be successful against almost any 
force, provided some powerful members of the government 
did not prove traitors. — But should the Haytian emperor, 
from wicked ambition, wish to wage war against his brethren 
and to subdue the whole island, and then only invite to en- 
listment, few indeed would enlist, and he would have to 
five up his proposed enterprise.— A small number of 
'rench Republican troops, partly volunteers, partly young 
men willingly and joyfully submitting to a réquisition^ 
(though that réquisition was in my view not consistent with 
the pnnciples,) chased, though labouring under great dis^ 
tidvantages, the allied troops from the French territory } 
but Buonaparte's amazing numerous armies formed by 
compulsion, he having the completesf power over the whole 
population, could stop up bridges in their flight and almost 
£11 rivers with their corpses, but could not keep the allies 
out of Paris ; vast numbers of these poor conscripts were 
so happy as to find the wished for opportunity to surrender 
themselves prisoners of war. — So the ass in the fable was in 
vain urged by his master to go quicker, to avoid being over- 
taken by the enemy ; '^ Shall he lay heavier burdens upon 
me, than you do ?" said the beast.— And so are the feelings 
of the oppressed. — But a Country, where each head of a 
family knows, that he can in no case be compelled to leave 
bis property and family, nor any of his sons can be forced 
from his paternal arras, nor he be ruined or any wise im- 
poverished by fines for staying at home, nor be subject \o 
any of the vexations and troubles connected with any kind 
of compulsion to bearing arras, exercising, &c. such a 
Country and state of things, I say, could not but be belov- 
ed and considered worth defending, and the Citizens gene- 
rally would feel, that, if ever conquered by a foreign power,, 
their loss and distress would be hardly less than that of the 
Haytians if again reduced to literal slavery, (they would 
feel that, among other miseries, compulsion to fight for 
their new tyrant, might await them at the shortest distance^ 
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and if needs, it appears to me, they would cenerallj act ac- 
cordingly ; unless so generally destitute ofciyicT virtues as 
to be thence on the brink of unavoidable slavery. 

As to sudden invasions, the French Republic was to have 
under pay, even in time of peace, an armed land force and 
naval force, (See art. 108.) This force ought certainly to 
be obtained by voluntary e^nli^ment. And, the other stip- 
ulations of this constitution taking effect, and the People 
truly exercising a sufficient control over the government, 
a small standing army migbl perhaps eitist without endan- 
gering liberty ; — ^and, if existing, could be used in the first 
moments. 

^ The thirst for applause, and the fear of contempt and de- 
rision, operate most powerfully on many, and perhaps more 
or less on all minds ; thence a number of persons, though 
not acting from Patriotic motives, would join those who 
should have agreed, voluntarily, to form a kind of free 
corps in order to exercise themselves in the management 
of arms in time of peace ; and if a war broke out many 
cowards would enlist (some even stifling the scruples which 
they might feel) not having courage to await and bear the 
manifestations of the disapprobation of their Fellow-citi- 
zens ; so many have from cowardice risked their lives in 
duels. — ^The government could in various ways promote 
emulation, and encourage enlistment ; and, among other 
things, take peculiar care to provide for the necessities, and, 
as far as consistent with the service, for the comforts and 
safety of the defenders of the Republic ; and could make 
ample provision for the maimed, and for the widows and 
orphans of those that should fall. Different kinds of corps 
could also be raised, (yet all by voluntary enlistment only,) 
some corps merely for local defence, and not liable to be 
ordered out of their city or district ; in such some beads of 
families would prefer to enlist. 

Should the government unnecessarily lengthen out a w^, 
the enemy having become desirous of peace, many Citizen- 
soldiers might indeed refrain from enlisting again at the en4 
of their terms, and so the government be brought, throudl 
want of support^ to make peace ; ,but thi^ would be an ad- 
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vantage. And should the degree of uncertainty of support 
in a war not evidently necessary, or a war apparently in 
some way or other provoked by the government of the 
Republic, deter that government from any acts which pos- 
sibly could provoke war, and cause it to hold constantly a 
conduct as if truly bent upon preserving a state of peace, 
this would promote the safety and prosperity of the Re- 
public much better than any preparations for war. 

As to the plotting of ill disposed persons who would stay 
at home in a time of war, such persons would perhaps find 
more opportunity to do injury when in the army, and in 
forts, &c. They should be watched over and the laws be 
strictly executed ; yet nothing beyond the laws should be 
done, — If it appears necessary, apart of the Patriotic army 
can be stationed in the interior of the Country. — And the 
more true liberty is enjoyed, and the less the people have 
causes of dissatisfaction, the less support traitorous men 
are likely to meet with, generally speaking. 

As to the danger that the unpatriotic men who stay at 
home, shall out-vote the true ratriots that have remain- 
ed there,— this appears to me a very important obser- 
vation. — ^But.that no pure elections, &c. can take place, is 
applicable to any state of war and the consequent separa- 
tion of a number of Citizens from their homes and from 
the means of proper information. Though those that stay 
at home from scruples respecting the bearing of arms, may 
love their Country fervently and constitute a considerable 
portion of the voters, yet, a great number of Citizens who 
ought to vote, not being able to vote, as they are absent 
from home, marching, or periiaps just engaged in the 
dreadful work of fighting, yea thousands perhaps prisoners 
of war; so it might almost appear a correct conclusions that 
the sovereign People, which is the universality of the Citi- 
zens, cannot act under the circumstances attending a state 
oCwar, and that all elections ought to be postponed. — The 
ÉMBt is, that war in itself is an utter subversion of good order, 
and in the highest degree hostile to liberty ; and to place 
the lives and persons of all the young and middle-aged 
xnep at the despotic disposal of the few men that gpvem, 
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or even of the majority of the People, (could such a thing 
be done legally, which it cannot,) would by no means 
mend this matter. 

The horrours which have attended the late conscription 
in France, ought to excite an abhorrence of all measures 
in any manner or degree similar to it. Some youths shot 
in a village where any unwillingness was manifested, to 
make their terrified brothers and friends march submis- 
sively ; some choping of a finger, tried on this account 
and condemned to imprisonment and hard labour, under 
the hardships of which state many perished ; hundreds of 
young soldiers dying in the first six months in hospitals in 
consequence of crief and sufferings, yet unstained with the 
blood of their iellowmen ; farmers rich in beloved chil- 
dren, beholding yearly one or two torn from them, never 
to return ; about 50,000 Frenchmen left in a single battle 
on the field of slaughter, and the one bloody battle follow- 
ing the other in qwck succession, and yet scarcely any re- 
turning to France with the loss of a limb, those so maimed, 
of course, in general killed or left to starve !— But in vain 
would I attempt to give any adequate idea of the horrours 
of this conscription. Let it be remembered that a seem- 
ingly necessary measure, that of calling out some Citizens 
* to defend the invaded Bepiablic, (the réquisition,) has laid 
the first foundation of the conscription, and that the go- 
vernment has gradually made the compulsion more op- 
pressive» 

To conclude, — ^nothin^ short of perfect liberty for every 
Frenchman to sta^ in his house, and not to comply with 
his Country's invitation to enlist, ought to have existed, 
according to the acknowledged rights of the individual 
Citizens; and of course no compulsion to bear arms in any 
manner, neither as soldiers, nor as National guards, (whose 
service was somewhat similar to that of the militia in other 
Countries,) nor in any other manner whatsoever. No de- 
claration of scruples respecting the bearing of arms ought 
tp be demandée}, such an exaction would tempt to untrue 
déclaration», and such, kind of temptation ha9 an utterly 
depraving tendency, and consequently a tendency to ruin 
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a Republic ; besides, there would then be, in some sehse^ 
a privilege graiited to the truly scrupulous and to those 
who should falsely profess scruples, and " All men are equal 
in the sight of the law" ; the Society neither recognises 
any sects, as such, but views only Citizens and inhabitants ; 
and not only art. 7, but also art. 1,2, and 18,jDf the Right», 
ought to be remembered. 

Hardly any man, I think, can for a moment suppose that 
a majority can have a right to demand the obedience of 
the individuals to every possible act which the majority 
shall think fit to command. Suppose a majority, void of 
all proper feelings^ should, in an extreme case, command 
sons to kill their parents above 70 years old, as useless con- 
sumers of food ; who would consider himself bound to obey 
and commit the most shocking act imaginable f And yet, 
those who sincerely believe all killing of a fellow-man to 
be forbidden by the Creator, or who sincerely consider it 
murder to kill in any war but a war in their view evidently 
defensive and necessary, must look upon the going forth to 
commit what they consider the murder of a brother, a 
neighbour, with the same horrour. Shall Society attempt 
to compel these, and cause many of them to die as mar- 
tyrs ? Shall Society attempt to compel those who doubt 
whether the required act be murder.'^ Or, if such compul- 
sion be acknowledged to be horrible, shall there be no 
equality with respect to a most momentous point, but the 
heads of families who make a declaration, enjoy safety, 
liberty, &c. and a prospect of safety for their children, — and 
the others not ? — The Rights of man settle these questions, 
and show the limits of the power of the Society over each 
equal member. 

These few observations were written on the supposition, 
of defensive war, in certain cases, being not forbidden by 
the Creator ; now, leaving these most important subjects 
to abler hands, I would entreat those who acknowledge 
that the Holy Scriptures contain a revelation from God, 
which ought to be the rule of our belief and practice, to 
try to make (or to make again) an impartial and not super- 
ficial inquiry respectmg tEe lawfulness or unlawfulness, Ibr 
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those that acknowledge the Holy Scriptures, of taking any 
part in warfare. — 3y searching the Scriptures we will cer- 
tainly find, that we ought to love all men, with a love of 
good will ; to pray for all men ; to bless them that curse 
us ; to love our enemies ; &c. &c. &c. and to hearken unto 
God more than unto men. (See Acts IV. 1-20, and 31 ; 
Acts V. 17-29, and 40-42.) Whatever be the result in our 
minds with respect to the main question, such a. search virill 
not be fruitless. — And might also the subject of taking any 
oath (see Matthew V. 33-37 ; James V. 12.) be investi- 
gated impartially by professors of different denominations ; 
and might all who feel even the least doubt, (and of course 
cannot take an oath mfaithy in full confidence of the taking 
of oaths being not forbidden,) declare their having scruples^ 
and affirm what they know with full certainty to be the 
truth, when required !-These moral queries stand quite un- 
connected with other tenets of the Friends. 

I admire the circumstance that the taking of no oath is 
prescribed in the French constitution of 1793. (79) 

(79) Among the late publications containing most important re*- 
marks connected with the subject of war, I wpuld mention : 

Letters addressed to Caleb Strong, Esq. late governor of Massa- 
chusetts, &c. 
- War inconsistent with the religion of J. C. &c. 

A solemn review of the custom of war, 6cc. 

The Friend of Peace. &c. 

All the ahove sold at the book store of Dodge and Sayre, No. 86 
Broadway, New- York. 

The Lawfulness of war for Christians, examined. &c. Sold by 
S. Wood and Sons, No. 257 Pearl-street, New- York. 

And well calculated to give some idea of the horrours of war, and 
to promote a detestation of the same, are the accounts entitled : 

The Distresses in Germany, ^c. Sold by Collins and Co. No. 389 
Fearl-street, New- York. 

As to the taking of any oath, might especially those who knojv they 
are saved, investigate whether that act, as iicw commonly understood, 
can be consistent in them ; or rather whether they must not, in affirm- 
ing by oath, intend to do an act essentially diflferent from that which, 
generally, the jury, &c. considers to be done by the person who takes 
an oath. T am inc^liued to think that under the former dispensation, 
those belonging to the Jewish Nation bad a right to expect conse- 
quences tn this life connected with that kind of appeal to God then 
authorised. This certainly was so in one case; see Numbers V. 
i9— 22, and 27, 28. 
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TRANSLATED EXTRACT 

FROM A DUTCH HiNUBCRIPT CONTAINING 

OBSERVATIONS 

Upon several articles of the French Constitution of 1793. 
[Compare the 70th, 78th, and 86th note.] 
ARTICLE 34 — 36 



However, that the Sovereign should assemble often, is, 
generally speaking, very important, and has apowerful ten- 
dency towards the preservation of liberty. The designs of 
the friends of Democracy, stable liberty, and the true hap' 
piness of the People, would perhaps be best attained by 
the following institution : That four times in a year, on 
days and hours invariably fixed, and in the known and ap- 
propriated buildings, the sovereign People assemble in pri- 
mary assemblies without any further convocation, and exer- 
cise their power, not only performing the necessary elec- 
tions, but also voting, by yeas and nays, on every draught of 
a law which there may be proposed by the legislative body 
fiince the last assembly of the People, and voting in the 
same manner, by yeas and nays, on every proposak (to re- 
peal a law in part or in whole, or whatsoever otaia' pro- 
posal it be,) which a fixed number of Citizens, withfn a fix- 
ed period, -{for instance during fourteen days, not earlier 
than four weeks, nor later than two weeks, previous to the 
day on which the whole People assemble,)(80) shall have 
declared to the legislative body that they wish to be decid- 
ed oy^tbe vote of the whole People.(f) — And that two days 

(80) The design of this clause appears ooly to be, that thig period 
should be considered as one day, — the memorials received withio that 
period as oae simultaneous application and demand. 

(t) Every Citizen then who only lakes care to be constantly present, 
during this fortnight, at the sittings of the legislative body which are 
always public, can know with certainty what subjects ought to be de- 
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previous to the assembling of the People, on each building 
appropriated for a primary assembly, [or within the same, 
as these places ought never to be locked up,] a notification 
be posted up, declaring which subjects are to be voted up- 
on [, by stating literally the questions that are to be put to 
the vote] ; and that in the very same manner, at a fixed 
time afterwards, notice be given respecting the issue of the 
vote on each subject in every primary assembly throughout 
the Land, the number of yeas and nays in c^yery assembly 
being expressedly mentioned in this notification^ that every 
Citizen may obtain information respecting the prevailing 
opinions and spirit in the different places and sections of the 
Country, and tnat deception respecting the issue of the vote, 
by falsified accounts, be prevented also. — ^The number of 
yecu and nays throughout tne Land, and not the number of 
primary assemblies whose majorities have voted for or 

?rainsty is to be counted in order to know the will of the 
eople. 

The above mentioned institution existing, the govern- 
ment should have always the power to convene the People 
extraordinarily f and be bound so to convene the same 
whenever a considerable number of Citizens (the number 
fixed by law) demand this i to vote on such questions af 
these Citizens shall have prescribed. 



cided by the voice of the People, seeing a sufficient nnmber of Citi- 
lem are demand fn^ it. 

The iiotification>% especially the second ones, would indeed came 
some trouble, and some expense to the State ; but a proper regulation 
would help much, and in Prance, which is so very populous, abotit 
10,000 copies wouM suffice. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM TBE IfORK ENTITLED : AN ll^^ViaT INTO T^^E NATURE OF 

THE SOCIAL CONTRACT ; 

OR, 

PRINCIPLES OF POLITICAL RIGHT. 

Translated from tTie French of John James Romstau. — Lon- 
don : printed for G. Cr. /. and J. Robinson y Paternoster- 
roro. 1791. 

' Book ths First ; Chapter IV. 

Thus, in whatever light we view things, the right of 
slaveiy is found to 4)e null ; not only because it is ulegali 
but because it can have no existence ; for the terms slave*- 
xy and right contradict and exclude each other : and be it 
from man to man, or from a man to a Nation, it would be 
equally nonsensical to say — I make a covenant tçith you en- 
tirely at your eocpense^ and for my ben^t ; I will observe it as 
far as my inclination leads, me, and you shall observe it as far • 
a$ I please. 

Book the Second ; Chap. I. 
That the Sovereignty is inalienable. 

The first and' most important consequence of the princi- 
ples already established is, that the general will can only 
direct the forces of the state agreeably to thé end of its in- 
stitution, which is the general good : for if the clashing of 
private interest has rendered the establishing of Societies 
necessary, the accordance of the same interests has made 
such establishments possible. It is this common agreement 
between the different interests that forms the social bond ; 
and if there was not some point in which they all unani- 
mously centered, no Societies could exist : for they are 
formed and maintained by this common interest, and by it 
alone they must be governed, I say, therefore, that the 
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sovereignty being no more than the exercise of the general 
will, can nevelp i^lienate itself; and that the Sorereign, 
which is only a collective being, cannot be represented but 
bj^ itself. The power may be transmitted, but nQt the 
will. 

It is impossible that the will of an individual should ac<^ 
cord in every point with the general will ; it is at leai^t im- 
possible that such agreement should be regular and lasting; 
for the will of the individual is naturally inclined to prefer- 
ences, and the general will to strict impartiality. It would 
be utterly impossible to engage, for the continuance of this 
agreement of wills, ev^n if we were to see it always exist ; 
because that existence must be owing to chance alone, and 
therefore ^ould not be depended on. The sovereign 
power may say, " my will at present agrees with the will 
of such a man, or at least with what be declares to be' his 
will ;" but it cannot say, " our wills shall likewise agree to- 
morrow ;" as it would be absurd to think of bindmg the 
will for the future, since it is impossible for any will to con» 
sent to what might be injurious to the being from whom 
the will proceeds [, whenever that being perceives it to be 
^ so]. ,... 

Book the Second ; Chap. IL 

Thqi the Sovereignty is indivi8U>le, 

For the same reason that the sovereignty is inalienable, 
it is indivisible. For the will is general C*^), or it is not ; it 
is either the will of the whole body of the People, or only 
of a part. - In the first case, this declared will is an act of 
the sovereign power, and becomes a law : in the second, it 
|sbut agfivate will, or an act of the magbtracy, and is at 
most but a decree. 



: {*) To make tbé will genera), it is not always necessary that it 
sàoùld be lAianimoiM ;(81) but it is indispeofabty necessary that the 
Yote of every Citizen should be taken, and then a majority of suffrages 
eoostitutes Uie general wiU. 

(8i) What follows is tlms In the original : Mais il est nécessaire qut 
toutes les voix soient comptées ; toute exclusion formelU rompt la gêné* 
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^ Book ths Ssoond; Chap. VIL 






*He who compiles the laws has not, in consequence of 
his employment, any right to legislate : and the People 
cannot, if they should be inclined, deprive themselves of 
Âat incommunicable right ; because, according to the fun- 
damental pact, it is only the general will that can compel 
individuals ; and it can never be known whether a parti- 
cular will is conformable to the general will, until it has 
been submitted to the free suffrage of the People. 

Book the Third; Chap. XV. 



The sovereignty cannot be represented, for the same 
reason that it cannot be aliened : its essence is the general 

'will ; and that will must speak itself,(82^ The deputies 

of the People are of course not their representatives ; 
they can only be their commissioners, and as such are 
not qualified to 'conclude upon any thing definitively. No 
act of theirs can be a law, unless it has been ratified by 
the People in person ; and without that ratification nothing 
is a law. The People of England deceive thernselves, 
when they fancy they are free : 

The idea of representatives is modem, and derived its 
origin from the teodal ^vernment : a system so absiird 
and iniauitous, that, while it degrades human nature» it 
throws dishonour on the name of man. The People ne- 
ver had representatives in the Republics, or even in the 
monarchies, of ancient times ; and the word was not 
known amongst them. 

It is very singular, that at Rome, where the tribunes 
were so powerful, they never pretended any right to izkt 

rolité. That u : But it is necessary tbat e?ery voice be counted ; aoj 
formal exclusion [from rotiog] destroys the generality [of the express» 
cd will]. 

(82) The original is tluM : eUe tonsiste esseMielUment dmu la volotUë • 
gfnêràU, et la volonté ne se représente pmnt : elle est la même, ou elle 
est autre ; il n*^ a point de milieu. Les députés du.PmnpU ne somX 
done ni ne peuvent tire ses représentons, Sre, 
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upon them the fiincttons of the People; and that, in the 
midst of such a multitude, no attempt was ever made to 
publish a law which had not been ratified by the will of the 
People personally given :(83) 

Book the Third ; Chap. I. 
Of Government in general. 



We have seen that the legislative |K)wer belongs to the 
People, and can belong to that body only. It is easy to 
see, on the contrary, by the principles already established, 
that the executive power cannot belong to the body of the 
People, as legislator 

It is thereH)re necessary that the public force should 
have an agent which shall unite and employ that force, 
according to the dire ction""of the gener^will.^ > 

The government in a state is generally, and very 

improperly, confounded with the sovereign power, of which 
it is but the minièter. 

Thus we see that government is an intermedial power 

charged with the execution of the laws, and the 

maintenance of civil and political liberty. « 

The members of this body are denominated magistrates 
or hings^ that i&y governors ; and the body collectively takes 
the name of prince : so those who think the act by whicl^ 
a. People submit themselves to their chiefs is not a con- 
tract, have foundation for their opinion. That act b cer- 
tainly no more than a commission, under which, simply as 
officers of the sovereign power, the members of government 
exercise, in the name of the Sovereign, the power delega^ 
ted to them, and which may be limited, modified, or re- 
called at the will of the Sovereign ; the alienation of such 
a right being incompatible with the nature of the Social 
Body, and contrary to the end of the association. 

I give the name of government^ or supreme administra^ 
tion, to the légal exercise of the executive power; and 

(83) The origioal is : et qu'au milieu d*une si grande multitude. Us 
n'' aient jamais tenté de passer de leur chef un seul Plebiscite. 
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prince j ov'Wc^teatej to the mao, or body, charged with 
that admiaistration. 

if the. magistrate arrogates the rirht of making 

laws^ disorder must succeed to regularity ; and, as 

power and [the general] will can then act no jnoreMn con- 
cert, the state must of -course fall into despotism or an« 
archy. 

.*. On the otl^r hand, as the increasing grandeur of 

the state presents to the membei^s of government both the 
temptation and opportunity of abusing the public authority 
.delegated to them ; the greater power it is necessary to 
lodge in their hands for the purpose of governing the Peo* 
pie [considered as individuals], the more should the power 
^ of the Sovereign be augmented, that it may control the 
* government, i^f}^ not speak here of absolute power, but 
of power as it relates to the different parts of the state. 

Book THE^THiao; Chap. XIII. 

How the Sovereign Authority is maintained. {Continuqtion.) ^ 

It is not sufficient for an assembly of the People(84) to 
fix the constitution of the state by sanctioning a body of 
laws : it is not enough that they should establish a perpetu* 
al government i or provide rules, once for all, for the elec- 
tion of magistrates. (85) [In addition to the extraordinary 
assemblies which unforeseen cases may demand, it is ne- 
cessary that there do exist, fixed, periodical assemblies, 
which cannot be abolished nor prorogued by any thing 
whatsoever ; in such a manner ^àt on the appointed day 

(84) Le Peuple atumblé ; the people, aaeembled together. 

(85) The translation of the importaDt clause'whieb followi)» being, ia 
the work from which I copj, widely different from the original, I hare 
substituted a translation which, I trust, is literal and expresses the true 
sense. The original is thus.: ChUre les ëtsemblSes extraordinaires fue 
àts cas imprévus peuvent exiger^ Ufaut çu*U^ en ait de fixes et de pSrU 
odiquâs fue rim ne pmisu alnfUr ni proroger^ telUmetU qû'aujfmr mm^ 
que le Peuple soU légitimement convoqué par la Ud^ sans fu*U soit U' 
soin pour cela d* aucune autre convocation formelle* 

Mais, hors de ces assemblées juridiques par leur stule date, toute as- 
semblée du Pet^kt ifc. 
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the People are legally convoked by the law itself, without 
there being occasion for any other formal convocation.(8ô) 
But, these assemblies excepted, which are constituted 
legal by the day on which they take place, all other assem^ 
blies, &c.] 

With respect to the frequency or infrequency of these 
established meetings of the People, they must depend on 
so many considerations, that it would be impossible at once 
to determine the point precisely. (8^) This is J^owever ne* 
cessary to be observed, that, the more powerful the govern- 
ment is, the more frequently the Sovereign ought to come 
forward. 



Book the Third ; Chap. XIV. 

Continuation, 

At the moment that the People are legally assernbled as a 
sovereign body, all the jurisdiction of government ceases ; 
the executive power is suspended ; (88) 

These intervals of suspension, Vhen the prince(89) ac- 
knowledges, or ought to acknowledge, an actual superior, 
have always been formidable to that power : and these as- 
semblies of the People, who are the shield of the body poli- 

f86) To ansirer the purpose it might prove essential that iM)t only 
the day but the hour !!honld be fixed by a fundaniental law, aM that 
also the precise spots for asseml^ling should be by that law invariably 
fixed, and marked ; if the Republic or State be any ^ise extensive. ' 

(87) The meaning of the original appears to lie, that no general nilc, 
applicable to different countries differently c'rcumstanced, can be pre- 
scribed, determining precisely the decree of frequency of these meet- 
ings. 

(88) Râin^eaù (the Citizen of Geneva) has, to all appearance, here 
cH^fly small States in vie»v, where the result of the vote could be 
known in a lew hours ; he says in the preceding chapter that he wants 
only small States. — In more extensive States some regulations con- 
cerning the admin {titration of public affairs, during those few days in 
which the result should not yet hh known, might be indispensable ; 
yet the main reasoning of Rousseau is little affected thereby. 

(89) The man, or the body, charged with the administration ; 8e£ 
the preceding page, first line. 
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tic, and the bridle of the government, have ever been the 
terror of the chiefs, who have qot failed to employ all their 
cares and artifice, and to raise every possible objection and 
impediment, to prevent the Citizens from meetmg. When 
the latter are avaricious, pusillanimous, and base, and are 
more desirous of repotf^ than liberty, they cannot long with- 
stand the stronç efforts of government :(90) [thus is it that, 
while the resistmg power ^he power of the government) in- 
creases incessantly,] the sovereign authority vanishes in the 
end, and t^ius most cities [most states] perish by a pre- 
mature fate. 

Book THE Third ; Chap. XVIIL 
The means of preventing the Usurpations of Oovemment. 

The result of these explanations confirms my assertion 
in the sixteenth chapter, mat [the act by which] govern^ 
ment is [institutied is] not a contract, but a law ; tnat the 
depositaries of the executive power are not the masters of 
the People, but their officers ; that they can establish and 
destroy them when they please ; [that these officers have 
not to enter into any contract, but that they have to obey;] 
and that, in discharging the functions imposed upon them 
by the state, the members of the executive boày only ful- 
fil their duty as Citizens, without having any right to dis- 
pute about the conditions. 

When it happens therefore that the People establish aa 
hereditary government ; whether it be monarchical, in one 
family, or aristocratical, in one order of Citizens ; it is not 
an engagement which they make, but a provisional form 

(90) Though the CitizoDS io general be not peculiarly avaricioas, 
pusillanimous, and base, yet a gOYernment has a thousand means toin^ 
crease gradnally in power, and to hinder the People from showii^ their 
will in a regular manner. But the then People ought not to be eoa- 
•idered as having been persuaded to give up any right, but the govern- 
ment as usurping unasked, and as oppressing. The People cannot easi- 
ly in realitj enjoy and preserve the exercise of their sovereignty, but 
they can never lose their sovereignty, as a right, as long as they exist as 
a People. 
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gi^ lo U}# adbniwitrationi itatH k sbaU pteiae die Scnre^ 
t^ign to Qvd^r otherwise. (91) 

.....M... tb^ State is do more obliged to continue the civil 
autboritj in the hands of the same chiefs, than the miliary 
in thQse of the same generals. 

In proceedings of this nature, too much caution cannot 
be observed in adhering rigorously to all the reauisite for** 
malities ; in order to distinguish with certainty, between a 
regular legal act, and a seditious tumult; and to know what 
is the general will of all the People, and what the clamours 

of a laction and this obligation of opposing what 19 

imagined to^ be the scheme of a factious jmrty, gives great 
j^ortunity for ike prince or executive, power to maintam 
its situation in spite of the People, and yet avoid the ap^ 
pearanee- of usurpation : for undep colour of oply exerting 
rights to their full es^tent, it may easily go beyond tbe line; 
Md, pretending to have the public tranquiUitry done in 
view, prevent the meeting of those a^emblies intended for 
the re^est^blisbment pf good order. The silance which the 
People may be thus compelled to observe, and the ex«- 
cesses which government may at the sa^e time privalely 
fUMurage, may beconaie powerful instrumenta for furtbei^ 
mg the schemes of despotism : the former may be urged 
as a proof ih^t the People approve tbe cooduct of admiais- 
tration, beHC%)|sç they do not complaio of it ; and the lattet 
ei]fiplo|fed 3^ a «leana of dffaiwing pAmiakmeodb o«^ tbose, who 
have ventured to speak too freely of its eiddent tendency 

It was by such kind of practices that the Decemvirs at 
Rome, who by the laws of their institution were to be 

(91) It appears very unlikely to me, that a People, really, in the 
free exercise of its sovereigntj, should under any circumstances estab« 
]i9h such an absurd government ; but Rousseau justly shows that eYeu 
were this the case, the People (the Sovereign) cannot deprive them- 
selves of their unalienable rights and sovereignty, but can order an 
other form of administration whenever ^it shall please the People. 
Therefore under any possible form of government the People ought to 
have opportunities to show its sovereign will regularly ; and, without 
such opportunities, how can it be proved at any peculiar time that a 
government is still legal by being conformable to the choice of the Peo- 
ple then actually existing ? 

M 
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elected eiuHttMy, got'Hieir term extended to tudodier year f 
and in thatinteird they, by preventing tbe assembling of 
the Comitiay endeavoured to perpetuate their power. 

Tbe same ready means are etnployed by all tbe govern- 
ments in tbe world ; wbo, wben once they are armed with 
tbe public force, are sure to usurp, sooner or later, the 
sovereign authority. 

Tbe periodical assemblies of which I have already 
spoken, are the most proper means to prevent, or at least 
retard, this evil ; but then they must be so ordered as to as- 
semble of course at the stated period, without being for- 
mally convened : for in that case the prince cannot prevent 
their meeting, without openly declaring himself a violator 
of the laws, and an enemy to the state. 

At the ep«[itM of these assemblies, whose object is the 
maintenance of the social treaty, two questions should al- 
ways be proposjed, and never on any account omitted ; and 
the suffrages should be taken separately on each. 

The first should be—" Does it please the Sovereign to 
preserve the present form of government ?*' 

And the second-^" Does it please the People to leave 
the administration with those who are at present char&^ed 

wife it r 

1 presume, in proposing these questions, (what I think I 
have fi|Ily demonstrated,^ that there is not in a state any 
one fundamental law which cannot be revoked, not even 
tbe social pact: •...••..,« 



TRANSLATED E1!TRAC1?$ 

or ▲ PUBLICATION ENTITLED» 

C(wie des pièces saisies dans le heal gîte Babeeuf oecufoit 
tors de son arrestation^ fyc. That is, Copy of the mteu 
seized m the place which Babeuf inhabited at the inne of 
his arrestation. 

AT PARIS, AT THE NATieNAL PRINTING-OFFICE* 

Mvose of the ffih year. [Janwiry 1797.] 

[Vol. I. page 169;] 

E<^UALiTT. Liberty. Common happiness* 
Erection vfa Committee 0f Imurreeti9n.{92) 

Some French Democrats, painfully affected, profoundly 
indignant, justly revolted at the sight of the unexampled 
state of misery and oppression which their suffering Coun- 
try exibits ; 

Deeply impressed with the recollection that when a de- 
mocratical constitution was offered to the People, and was 
accepted, this deposite, the constitution, was reposed^ tincfer 
the safeguard of all the virtues. 

Considering, consequently, that it belong to men of the 
purest virtue and greatest courage to begin the undertak- 
ing of procuring satisfaction to the People, when, like at 
present, the rights of the People are usurped, their liberty 
ravished, and even their existence in danger; 

Acknowledging that to upbraid the People with coward- 
ice is to accuse tnem unjustly, and that the People have 
> 

(92) This piece anil the followiDg appear fo bave been drawn op in 
the sprins of 1796. That much l^loved and respected friend to ike 
People, Gracchus Babceuf, was arrested Maj lOth 1706, and shed hit 
blood on the scaffold, at Veudome, May 27th 1797, together with 
Augustin Alexandre Joseph Darthé. They fell victims to their Pa- 
triotic zeal, this great enterprise to restore the French People to the 
enjoyment of their rights having pro?ed abortive. The skiffèrteg 
French not long after groaned under the galling yoke of a foreigner, 
and wttece slaughtered ty thousands. 
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01^ de£m*eë exêtdsing thtir juitito ^ Arte moment for 
want of haring good leaders read j to appear at their head ; 

Acknowledging that the measure of the crimes of an 
QSurjfHng autt^rity having beccmie filled, thereby the dis- 
position in favour of a revolutionary explosion has been 
ripened in all minds, to such a pitch that, in order to r^- 
der that explosion fruitful, and to enable the regulators to 
ensure the success, it will be perhaps necessary rather to 
repress than to accelerate the resislaiice isS Freemen ; 

Have resolved as follows : 

ARTICLE riBST. 

They form themselves at this moment into a committee 
of insurrection, by the name of. The secret committee of 
public welfare.(98) f n that capacity, they ti^e upon them- 
selves, to lead and direct in the beginning all those steps 
which are to conduct the People to repossess the exercise 
of its sovere^ty. 

U. 
This committee is composed of four members. 

in. 

&c. 8ic. 

[Vol. I. ipage 172.J 

f^rst mandate êf the secret tominittee^ directed to each of the 
principal revolutionary agents. 

CiTfZENS ! 

There is a vast difference between a time of crisis and 
ordinary times. When the Pepple enjoy their rights, when 
^e principles of liberty triumph, no one has a right over 
the others without their concurrence : no one has a right 
to1)erin an enterprise relating to the general interest with- 
out asking and ascertaining the will of the whole People, 
^andobtamingtheasseRtmentof thesame. For this reason, 

(93) Directoire ueret de solui 0bU€. 
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timt fben die best ovder daes te^^ii, mkI the -best efder 
cannot be perpetuated but l^ rigorous adherence to the 
principles. Ânj individual who, things being in that state, 
should of bis o^n accord iurest btmself wiS any title ia 
order to ^ake upon himself to be a public magistrate, witfa^ 
out aay concession made to htm, but under pretence of 
being desirous of meliorating the stale of his Fellow-ctti*- 
sens,'^— be would be an usurper, even upon the supposi^eoi 
that his intentions and final aim, ctosely examined, wore 
very just. The ground of this truth is dso very plaiB,io 
wit it is this, that when the People is enjoying liberty and 
its will can be asked and ascertained, it cannot oe presumed 
that (theirs are able better to judge respecting what is sOod 
and advantageous to the People than the People itself 

This is not the case when the People is chained down, 
mhdn ^tanny has thrown it into a state in which it catmot 
express its will on every subject in which it is interested ; 
when of course it has become an impracticable thing for 
ibe Pécule' to order measures of a repressive nature to be 
used against its tyrants ; when it is impossible for the Peo- 
ple to take^from them the usurped power of which they 
make use to cause the People to suffer and to languish, 
«nd to enslave them still more and more, yes, to an exteM 
of whiditbe increase is beyond calculation. 

In such ift time, it is both just and necessary, that the 
most intr^id men, those most capable of devotii^ them- 
selves, those who believe that to them energy, warmth of 
lusart, and strength has been given in the highest degree^ 
and all those generous virtues under the safeguard of whioh 
vras reposed that deposite, a popular constitution, whkli 

«very truly free Frenchman has never forgotten ; In 

fucha time it is both just and necessary that these men^ef 
Ib^r own accord invest themselves with a dictaton^ip i»»- 
fiecting the insurrection, that they begin that insurrection, 
that thev bear the glorious title of conspirators(94) for ^he 
cause of liberty, that they take upon themselves tœ charge 
of ma^strates to save their Fellow-citizens. 

(94) Omjuréf, Persoas uolted by solema eo^gement iaajroitf 
ca&ie. 
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Such are the grouads wlwdi, tM k appears to «s, joÉ^ 
our . resoltitioiif-nid give to it a charaeter of gntndear and 
magnanimity. Having thus seen that our mission, bestow^ 
ed upon us bjr ourselves, is bt^l;)r le^, because the cn^ 
cumstances which render thb mission indispensable to ^ 
attainment of liberty and the happiness attending it, do tM 
peroHt that this power be transmitted by die sovereign Na- 
tion, — we have farther perceived this most eneounmig 
trath : that the accusation of cowardice, wfaerewitfa Siey 
charge the People, is a mere slander, •..••.. 

[Vol. I. page 88.} 
Soldiers ! 

The moment is drawing near in which our Coonhy must 
be rescned or be lost for ever. The Peofrie fatiguedby 
the weight of their miseries, indignant at the oppresNon^ M« 
about to rise : in order either to destroy tyranny, or to pe- 
rish together with our liberty. No^ one cannot be a n- 
triot find suffer a government stilllonger to exist which -is 
erected against the will of the People, on the tomb of d»s 
warmest friends of the People, on the violation of die "Peo- 
ple's rights, ami on the overthrow of every Popular law. 
The misery of the People has risen to its hiehett piteh, 
and all the means to cause their voice to be lieard have 
been taken from them ; they have neither societies nor a 
public assembly to support their complunts ••.....*• If any 
person speaks or writes for the Peojue, be b throf^ mio 
prison, he is killed. 

The People demands the constitution of 1703, which was 
unanimously accepted by the People, and perfidioudy 
taken from them by means of the slaughter and imprisctt- 
miipt of the Patriots, to whom the name of terrorbts.was 
given. 

The People demands that ebnstitution, because it ren- 
ders all men equal, by abolishing all distinction connected 
.with riches, because it assures property and succour to the 
defenders of the Country ana to the poor, and. because 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IN BiOaMTF^ BD0M9. m 

according to it the People can oppose wbenever. any pro- 
posed laws are eontrury to their interests. (95) 

If you are not friends to the kings, to the noUemen, and 
to im avaricious ridh, ^ou will be on our side ; you wiU 
90t listen to Ibe deceiving voice of your staff-officers, n^ho, 
disregarding tl^ir solemn oaths so ohen repeated by them, 
Ittve thrown themstlves into the arms of the present go^ 
verame»^ beeause they are abundantly ^aid for their base 
conduet^ and above «U beeause they are permitted to ex- 
ercise over us that insHf^rtable despotism which you had 
overthrown in 1789. 

Ah ! when you were shedding your blood on the fron* 
tiers to defend our Country, ^ou little thought what hop» 
riUe acts were committing m the interior : you fancied 
that you were fighting for liberty, for the People ; and 
jom triumphs, your blood, served only to erect a new 
tyranny, new distinctions, a new sort of insoleney, on Uie 
inuns of ancient despoti^n. 

Behold this directmy :(96) do its insolent pomp, its mag- 
igdficent palaoes, its numerous guards, its haugthiness, and 
Ibe baaenes» of the courtiers, not put us in mind of the 
court of tbe Capets ? àmA our generals dressed so elegant- 
ly, do not tbey by their luxury and their disdainfulness re- 
semble those proud noblemen whom they have succeed- 
ed?........ 

.Patriot^ adoûmstrators directed ibm revolution so as to 
afiml relief to uolortunale people. Chiefs who were 
firbnds to equaKty Ud you on to victory, they were deno- 
minated terrorists and dismissed. That terror which had 
saved the Country, was considered as a crime ; and those 
couraseous men, who, «devotfa^ themselves most nobly and 
^Btireqrto the cause of the People^ had braved every dan- 
cer, were^ imder fbe character of the most infamous vil- 
Suns, a[^QÎnted tp tti^ daggers of the opposers of the revo- 
lution. ' 
After two years of counter-revolutions you oi^ht to be 
' undeceived*^ 

(95) Seeartiele 4, 58— 6a 122, and others. 

(96) JHreeMre ; tbe then executive, competed of fire membf n.' . 
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pressed, unhaj^y, like ourselves, you will join jQuc ^m§ 
and cause tbe oppressors of the Country to tremble. 

[Vbl. I. page 145.] 

The first successes of tbe People, simngeiy ufidlern>iii«d 
by daily aiteratioos, m^e ere long reduced to nothings vbA^ 
on tbe day precediog- tbe lOtb of Ai^ust 93, the pretended 
liberty of tbe French di4 aot differ uom tbeir liber^ pre* 
vious to the 14th of July 89. 

How was^ that revoblion of tbie lOtk of Au||«il brei^ht 
^bfout^ ai^ what was the spirit of it. '^ D^ this revolutien 
reeiejpkble that of the I4tb of July f Wa$ it platfbed aod ex- 
^^eà by tbe same meQ f Was there a like chance of 
s^ieeeis ? 

9^ tbe spirit of this second vevoiutioo was Dot the same 
with that of the first ; ......... ImoMMul men of all kinds had 

bad tw^ ^d çatber ksaoos ; ........ Tbe class of bi^guers 

%ld peaple hying by iheir w'm> «-^•^.. bad aha seen Ibsl 
^e field for selfish s^pectdajtioos was rather limited d»n es^ 
tended by tbe new order of tbmga*» The fgotbts and àm 
u^çomefi^ peQflh beoaaie aisé aware^ mi d»y weie 
VJ^Y X& l%iUB mete (^ it than tèey mi^ Mn ; and tkata^ 
least their profound repose, their unfeelins indi&rencev 
wete ikt times dîsifipbed amidst the gesem eommelion z^ 
lastly, tfu^e wb(^ prospered by bad eustoms and va«l^ 
ùm¥i. tbfSiseWes.more out of their latitude^, aed ifeagrmd 
m>re than all ^ rest At the dal^ bS the> lOtb ofi Aoguaft 
a coalition eould eot but e»st foroM^ by all Ibese eiassea» 
aod whiftb was partly neutral aed partly iioeidedkjs iiitmi'<f 
cidL But oa t^ other side a eoaJltitm «arfoivied als» a tn 
w\% tl^. of the mluous men^ and of tbe great mast of tbt 
P^ofrie; foi? if we must owe) ûie^ in 99 iiilripie!».giddiitess»aÉd 
the people's being mechanically drawn towards that «bidi 
îsneif and wonderful, did contribute very censideraUb){ to 
cause the revolution to be begun, we must Jtlso. aidoMMN 
ledge that from 89 to 92 a great portion of the risen Nation 
became more consistent in tbeîr views aod aisuflied' a tnie 
character s m viniioiis mûads tbe geaevous plan wims >eQa- 
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ceiVed of seizing and taking in their own bands that wbich 
èrimînal and depraved persons had undertaken in favour of 
their unlawful desires : these virtuous men wished to turn 
to the benefit of the vast tiumber of oppressed people that 
in which a great number of ambitious persons bad had no 
other aim but to ^et into the places of other ambitious 
men. These insiaious rivals had seen themselves forced td 
wear the mask of love of justice, and the principles of 
eternal truth, because they stood iû need of great energe- 
tic efforts and had made a just calculation of the efforts 
they might obtain by proclaiming the imprescriptible rights, 
of which always naturally deep maries are left in the heart 
even of the most degraded slave : but some of those men 
in whom that knowledge was united with honesty and with 
an ardent love to their fellow- men, some of thoàe philoso- 
phers whom a sense of that which is right, had kept, for a 
long time, in the habit of ruminating on ideas concerning 
public happiness, less in an expectation of ever seeing any 
of those renewing plans brought into practice which were 
formed in their minds, than in order to let their benevolent 
imagination rove on consoling pictures capable of diverting 
them from the doleful sight of that social system under 
which the3r beheld the suffering human race in subjection ; 
some from among these uprignt men, 1 say, electrified by 
an ublooked. for slate of things intervening, began to see 
that there was reasonable ground to considéras possible to 
attempt an application of^eories, concerning which they 
felt no hope some time previous of occupying their minds 
for the benefit of their cotemporaries. Their souls, fired 
from that moment with all necessary courage, viewed as 
practicable the project of^^rasping from the hands of crimi- 
nal men those elements ofperfect justice whicb these had 
thought it advisable and politic to promote the fermenta^ 
tion of,— and this enterprise of virtue was successful. One 
roan,(97) among others, rose up as eariy as the time of the' 

(07) MaxIntiHen Isidore Robespierre, boro, I believe, at Arras ia 
France, and educated Cor the bar. — The meinory of t6?s great man U 
still truly beloved with the Rincere and inteflisent iViends to the great 
principles in France; as is the memory of Saiol-Jiist and ieatt PmH 

N 
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coDstitutiûg assembly, and came forth with great qualifica- 
tions io avenge human kind of the outrages so k>ng endured 
by the same. In the midst of hypocritical parties, who 
knew that the great mass of the People possess virtues, and 
that they find their greatest advantage in the applying of 
the most strict rules of eternal justice ; in the midst of those 
men led by their passions who in consequence of that 
knowledge aped love to the great principles, with a view of 
securing the confidence of the People, and of acting the 
part of masters over the same after having made use of 
them to overthrow those powers in whose stead they them- 
selves wanted to rule ; that man of whom I am speaking 
came forth with the pure intention of seriously and sincere- 
ly working with the People to procirt*e the same the reality 
of those things of which the great number of pretended de- 
fenders meant only to hold up a picture to their sight. 
Robespierre almost alone, desiring for the People some- 
thing else than that wUch parties desired, had not howev- 
er the appearance of beins; a very extraordmary, man and 
insulated in the midst of his colleagues : a considerable 
number actuated by craftiness delivered discourses of which 
the morality seemed not difierent nor less pure than his. It 
was in that time sufficiently difficult to distinguish between 
the tinsel of virtue and real virtue. For a long time peo"- 
ple appeared to be uncertain whether Robespierre himself 
did not belong to some party : some also might take him 
to be an intriguer more dexterous than all the rest, and 
ambitious for himself separately ; his perverse colleagues 
might have the last mentioned mistaken idea concerning 
him, because perverse persons, souls groveling in the dust, 
who judge of every thing according to their own feelings, 
have no conception that any other passion but selfishness 
can be capable to cause great schemes to be forc- 
ed; (98) 



Marat, men of uncommon qiiali6cations and extended riews, (especi- 
ally Saint-Just) and conspicuous for their zeal and tljeir devoting them- 
selves unreservedly to the cause of the People. 

(98) The piece from which this extract is made is not finished, but 
ends abruptly in the midst of a period. 
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[Vol. I. page i04.] (99) 

It is equally wrong to take advantage of the cir- 

.cuinslance that RoBespierrf^, Couthon, and Saint-Just have 
taken a share in drawing up that constitution [of 1793J. 

The slanders against these men are not reasons ; they 
Avere moreover only fellow- workers : Hérault de Séchel- 
les was the reporter of it ; Guy ton de Morveau, Berlier, 
Cambacérès, and others who at present(lOO) are members 
of the legislative body, had equally a share in drawing 
it up.' 

Besides, this charter is become the law of the People, 
having been accepted by them with joy and enthusiasm. 
We ought to judge of that constitution not according to 
the name of some men, but according to its contents, and 
according to the happiness of the People which has follow- 
ed the: proclamation of that constitution, and which has on- 
ly ceased since the time when its slanderers and its enemies 
have been able to execute their project of throwing it 
aside. 

. That happiness of the People appeared to be on the 
point of being cemented for ever, when, on the ninth of 
Thermidor, the enemies of the People assassinated, Saint- 
Just, who concluded that discourse which has brought him 
on the scaffold by demanding that those institutions should 
be given to the People by which the Republican constitu- 
tion was to be brought into operation ; Robespierre, who 
desired that true laws should be made, and who abandon- 
ed since a considerable time the committee of public wel- 
fare, because four men in that committee(*) aid oppose, 
notwithstanding his endeavours, that the revolution, which 
began to become odious by its length and by some errors, 
should be brought to a close ; and the virtuous Couthon, 
who never committed any other crime but that of detesting 
the villains that oppress us, and of thinking, with Robes- 

(99) The following extract is a part of the piece entitled, Quelque» 
apperçus sur la révolution FrcmçaUe, Sic. 



TlOOj^ To mtin the spring of 1796, when this piece was written. 



{*) Carnot, 0illaiid« Varennes, Coll»t d'Herbois, and Barrère. 
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Eierre and Saint^Jt^t, that it was time the People should 
ave institutions. 

What conclusion must we draw from the. facts which 
have been called to remembrance, and of which the verbal 
processes, the officiar communication5,(f ) the journals, 
contain the numerous proofs ? This : That all kinds of ca- 
lamities assailed the Republic previous to the constitution 
of 17^3, and that that law has united again, and re-estab- 
lished, every thing. 



EXTRACTS 

raOM THE WORK ENTITLED : 

CATO'S LETTERS- 

OR 

E88AY8 ON LIBERTY, CIVIL AND RELIGIOV», 

AND OTHER IMPORTANT St7BJ£CTS. 

The fourth ôdUion, — London: 

PRINTED FOR W. WILKINS, «.. 

1737. 
[Vol. I; page 96.] 
Offitedom of speech : That the same is insepariMe from 
public liberty. 

Without freedom of thought, there can be no such thing 
as wisdom ; and no siK^h thing as publie liberty, witl^out 
Ireedom of speech : which is the right of every man, as 
far as by it he does not hurt and control the rig^ of an- 
other ; and this is the only check which it oughtto suffer, 
^ only boimds which it ought to know. 

Guilt only dreads liberty of speech, which drags it out of 
its lurking holes, and exposes its deformity and horror to 
day-light ; 

(t) lo tlNit time every tbing waii fiublic. At present the eoancil^ 
wlU neiUter irar any petitioo, nor let tbe Nation know any thing. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LETTERS. %ô 

Freedom of speech is the great bulwark of liberty ', they 
prosper and die together : and it is the terror of traitors 
and oppressors, aud a barrier against (hem 

[Vol. I. page 111.] 

fVhat measures are actually taken by ivicked and desperate 
ministers to ruin and enslave their Country. (lOl) 



Few men have been desperate enough to attack openly, 
and barefaced, the liberties of a free People. Such avow- 
ed conspirators can rarely succeed : The attempt would 
destroy itself. Even when the enterprize is begun and 
visible, the end must be hid, or denied. It is the business 
and pohcy of traiteurs, so to disguise their treason with plau- 
sible names, and so to recommend it with popular and be- 
witching colours, that they themselves shall be adored, 
while their work b detested, and yet carried on by those 
that detest it. 

Thus one Nation has been surrendered to another under 
the fair name of mutual alliance : the fortresses of a Na- 
tion have been given up, or attempted to be civen up, un- 
der the frugal notion of saving charges to a Nation ; and 
Commonwealths have been trepanned into slavery, by 
troops raised or increased to defend them from slavery. 



They [these corrupt ministers;] will be ever contriving 
and formmg wicked and dangerous projects, to make the 
People poor, and themselves rich ; well knowing that do- 
minion follows property ; that where there are wealth and 
power, there will be always crowds pf servile dependents j 
and that, on the contrary, poverty dejects the mind, fashions 
it for slavery, and renders it unequal to any generous under- 
taking, and incapable of opposing any bold usurpation. 
They will sauander away the public money in wanton pre^ 
sents to mimons, 

They will engage their Country iu ridiculous, expensive, 
fantastical wars, to keep the minds of men in continual hur- 
ry and agitation, and under constant fears and alarms ; and; 
by such means» deprive them both of leisure and inclina* 

ClOl) This tetter bean date, Febtttary 18tb» 1720. 
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tion to look into public miscarriages. Men, on the contra- 
ry, will, instead of such inspection, be disposed to fall into 
all measures offered, seemingly, for their defence, and will 
agree to every wild demand made by those who are be- 
traying them. 

When they have served their ends by such wars, or have 
other motives to make peace, they will have no view to 
thepublic interest ; 

They will create parties in the Commonwealth, or keep 
them up where they already are ; 

They will not suffer any men, who have once tasted of 
authority, though personally their enemies, and whose posts 
they enjoy, to be called to an account for past crimes, 
though ever so enormous. They will ifiake no such pre- 
cedents for their own punishment ; nor censure treason, 
which they intend to commit 

They will prefer worthless and wicked men, and not suf- 
fer a man of knowledge or honesty to come near them, or 
enjoy a post under them 

They will promote luxury, idleness, and expense, and a- 
general depravation of manners, .m 

They will, by all practicable^eans of oppression, pro- 
voke the People to disaffection ; and then make that dis- 
affection an argument for new oppression, for not trusting 
them an^ further, and for keepioe up troops ; and, in fine, 
for depriving them of liberties and privileges, to which they 
are entitled by their birth, and the laws of their Country. 

If such measures should ever be taken in any free Coun- 
try, where the People choose deputies to represent them, 
then tbey will endeavour to bribe the electors in the choice 
of their representatives, and so to get a council of their 
own creatures ; and where they cannot succeed with the 
electors, they will endeavour to corrupt the deputies after 
they are chosen, with the money given for the public de- 
fence ; and to draw into the perpetration of their crimes 
those very men, from whom the betrayed People expect 
the redress of their grievances, and the punishment of those 
crimes. And when they have thus made the representa- 
tives of the People afraid of the People, and the People 
afraid of their representatives^ then they will endeavour to 
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persuade those deputies to ^ize the government to them- 
selves, and not to trust their principals any longer with the 
power of resenting their treachery and ill usage, and of 
sending honester and wiser men in their room. 



[Vol. 1. page 192.] 

Power is like fire ; it warms, scorches, or destrovs, ac- 
cording as it is watched, provoked, or increased. It is as 
dangerous as useful. Its only rule is the good of the Peo- 
ple; but because it is apt to break its bounds, in all good 
governments nothing, or as little as may be, ought to be 
left to chance, or the humours of men in authority : 

There is ng trusting of liberty in the hands of men, 

who are obeyed by great armies. 

[Vol. I. page 255.1 

Cautions against the natural encroachments of power. 

Considering what sort of a creature man is, it is scarce 
possible to put him under too many restraints, when he is 
podsessed of great power : he may possibly use it well ; but 
they act most prudently, who, supposing that he would use 
it ill, enclose him within certain bounds, and make it teiti- 
ble to him to exceed them* 

Even Nero had lived a great while inoffensively, 

and reigned virtuously: but finding at last that he might 
do what he would, he let loose his appetite for blood, and 
committed such mighty, such monstrous, such unnatural 
slaughters and outrages, as none but a heart bent on the 
study of cruelty could have devised. The good counsels 
of Seneca and Burrhus were, for some time, checks upon 
his wolfish nature ; and doubtless he apprehended, that if 
he made direct and downright war upon his People, they 
would use resistance and make reprisals : but discovering, 
by degrees, that they would bear any thing, and his sol- 
diers would execute every thing, he grew into an open de- 
fiance with mankind, and daily and wantonly wallowed m 
their blood. leaving no other rival, he seemed to rival 
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himself, and every day's wickedness w&s blacker than at£« 
other. 

Yet Nero was not the worst of all men : there have been 
thousands as bad as he, and only wanted the same oppor* 
tunity to show it. And there actually have been many 
princes in the world, who have shed more blood, and done 
more mischief to mankind, than Nero did. I could in- 
stance in a late one, who destroyed more lives than ever 
Nero destroyed, perhaps an hundred to one. It makes no 
difference, tnat Nero committed butcheries out of cruelty, 
and the other only for his glory : however the world miay 
be deceived by the change of names into an abhorrence c^ 
the one, and an admiration of the other ; it is all one to a 
Nation, when they are to be slaughtered, whether they 
be slaughtered by the hangman or by dragoons, in prison 
or in the field ; nor is ambition better than cruelty, when 
it begets mischief as great 



Hence grew the necessity of government; But fre- 
quently the remedy proved worse than the disease ; and 
human Society had often no enemies so great as their own 
magistrates; who, wherever they were trusted with too 
much power, always abused it, and grew mischievous to 
t}\pse Avho made them what they were. Rome, while she 
was free (that is, while she kept her magistrates within due 
bounds) could defend herself against all the world, and con- 
quer it : bill being enslaved (that is, her magistrates hav- 
ing broken their bounds) she could not defend herself 
against her own single tyrants, nor could they defend her 
against her foreign foes and invaders; for by their madness 
and cruelties they had destroyed her virtue and spirit, and 
exhausted her strength. 

There is no evil under the sun but what is to be dread- 
ed from men, who may do what they please with iihpu- 
nity ,.. 

People are ruined by their ignorance of human nature; 
which Ignorance leads them to credulity, and too great à 

confidence in particular men. But, alas ! how often 

^e they mistaken in their favourites and trustées; ^ho, 
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the more they hare given thenv&re often Uie more incited 
to take all, and to return destruction for generous usage. 

.,. Consequently liberty has too much cause to be 

exceeding jealous, and always upon her defence. Power 

has many advantages over her ; it has generally numierous 

, guards, many creatures, and much treasure ; besides, it has 

more craft and experience, liberty cannot subsist 

without power ; so that she has, as it were, the enemy al- 
ways aft her gates. 

[Vol. ni. page 55.] 

A display 6f tyranny^ Us destructive nature, and tendency to 
êiàpeople the earth. 

Î intend to finish, in this paper, what I have so largely 
handled in so many others, the subject of liberty and tyran- 
ny ; a noble subject, superior to all others, and to the great-^ 
est genius, but fit for the consideration of every genius, and 
of every rank of m^n. It concerns the whole earth, and 
children ought to be instructed in it as soon as they aijt^a- 
pable of instruction / 

Nature smiles in vain where tyranny frowns : the 

very hands of men, are turned by tyrants into the in- 
struments of their misery, by being employed in vile 
drudgeries or destructive wars, to gratify the lust and vani- 
ty oilfheir execrable lords, 

They [tyrants} are supported by general ruin ; 

they live by the destruction of mankind : and as fraud and 
viilany, and every species of violence and cruelty, are the 
props of their throne ; so they measure their own happi- 
ness, and security, and strength, by the misery and weak- 
ness of their People ; and continued oppression and rapine 
are their studied and necessary arts of jeigning, as is every 
art by which they can render thei'r People poor, abject, 
and wretched ; 

Several new tyrannies have sprung up, fike so many new^ 
plagues, within me memory of man, and like them have 
feid waste, but with a more regular and continued ruitl, 
t^ountrie» once strong in liberty add people. And as tyran- 
ny, like every other mil grown mischief, becomes more and 

Ô 
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more Insupportable every day, the condition of mankind 
\jnder it raust necessarilyj and does actually, grow every 
day worse and worse, and they themselves fewer* And 
even when their numbers and their substance are lessened^ 
or rather exhausted, the demands of the tyrant upon them 
are not lessened, nor hiâ rapine abated, nor his expenses 
and exactions restrained. 

When a tyrant has reduced a million of people to half 
that number by his cruelty and extortions, he madly ex- 
pects from the remaining half the same revenue and assist- 
ance of meoj which he had from the whole; and like the 
rest, they must perish to make good his expectations ; and 
he often increases his troops as fast as his People da- 
creases. So that his expense is enlari^ed as there becomes 
less to support it; but be will be supported, and his poor 
perishing people must do it, though they destroy them- 
selves. 

Such is the pestilent, savage, and unsatiable nature of 
this sort of monster, whose figure, throne, and authority is 
established upon the ruins of reason, humanity, and nature : 
be takes all that his subjects have^ and destroys them t« 
get more. 

A late great prince, wlieo he had lost and destroyed two 
millions of his people out of twelve, and reduced the whole 
to a degree of poverty and servitude scarce to be express- 
ed, what impositions did he recall, what taxes abolish^ what 
troops disband, for their relief? Not one- On the contra- 
ry, the swellings of his insolent heart continued, as did his 
merciless extortions upon his people, and his perfidious de- 
signs and encroachments upon his neighbours ; ,., Nor 

can it be shown, that other princes who govern by the 
same authority, that is, according to their own whims and 
caprice, leave their subjects more plenty or happiness, or 
cheat or harrass their neighbours less, according to the 
Hieasure of their power. In truth, the whole tribe are per- 
petually taking advantages, and usurping upon oneanother^ 
and are constant goads and thorns in one another's sides, 

and in the sides of their people ; As his [a prince of 

this cast's] whole reliance must be upon his soldiers, he 
cqust increase them in proportion to his distmst of his 
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People ; which is a confession of mutual enmity. Neither 
is it enough that bis soldiers oppress and famish his People, 
for his sake and their own, (for both he and they are sup- 
ported by the spoils of the People) but he must keep them 
as constantly employed as he can ; because, if they be not 
employed in plundering, invading, and sheding of blood, 
they will grow unfit for such beneficent and necessary 
work, and may probably degenerate into humanity and 
mercy ; tban which a more terrible change could not hafal 
their royal master ; 

Thus do these general destroyers proceed to lay waste 
the world : the best and most Countnes in it are already, 
many of them, almost desolate, and some of them alto- 
gether, as I have shown in many instances ; 

Arabia, which once over-ran the world with multitudes, 
is now as desolate as the rest of the world which they over- 
ran. The Country qf the Chozari, which was a vast em* 
Eire, within these four hundred years, is now quite unin- 
abited, 

What can be more affecting than this instance ? Not a 
single soul to be met with in a vast and noble Country, 
which a few centuries ago was a potent empire, and con- 
tained millions ! depopulation makes every where, 

except in a few remaining free States, a prodigious and 'fly- 
ing progress ; even in Europe, as I have before proved in 
many instances. And in some of those free States, the 
seeds of servitude, the true cause of depopulation, and of 
every misery, seem to be sown deep. Alas Î power en- 
eroaches daily upon liberty, with a success too evident ; 
and the balance between them is almost lost. Tyranny 
has engrossed almost the whole earth, and striking at man- 
kind root and branch, makes the world a slaughter-bouse ; .... 

That there is such a terrible waste of people in the w<M4d, 
cannot be denied ; and it is as evident, that tyrants ar^ 
the constant, regular, and necessary cause of it 

It is not enough for tyrants to have consumed 

mankind so fast, that out of twenty parts, they have within 
these two thousand years destroyed perhaps nineteen, (for 
8Ô much at least I take to be the disproportion^ but fresh 
machines of cruelty are stUl sought after, besides never 
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laying aside any of tbe old, til! the destruction be fully 
compïeted, Tbey seem to thinkj that they shall have 
enemies as long as any men remain ; which indeed is a 
reasonable apprehension : but it is astonishing at first view^ 
that mankind should have so long borne these unrelenting 
slaughterers of mankind. — ^But, alas ! who knows not the 
force of corruption, delusion, and standing armies Î 

Oh liberty! Oh servitude! how amiable, how detes- 
table, are the different sounds ! 

And here I conclude this noble subject of liberty ; hav- 
ing made some weak utteinpts to show its glorious advan- 
tages, and to set oiT the opposite mischiefs of raging^ relent- 
less, and consuming tyranny: — a task to which nu human 
mind is equal. *.<•..». 

Those who do not groan under the yoke of heavy and 
pointed vassalage, cannot possibly have images çqual to a 
calamity which they do not feel : and those who feel it are 
stupified by it, and their minds depressed ; nor can ihey 
have conceptions large, b right j and comprehensive enough, 
to he fully sensible of their own wretched condition ; and 
much less can they paint it in proper colours to others* 

[Vol. IIL page 70.1 

It [the Turkish empire] has spun itself out, as the Sa- 
racen empire did before it, into a thread too ïonç and too 
small to bear its own great burthen without breakmg. 

People are like wire: the more they are extended, tbe 
weaker they become ; and the closer they are together, 
the richer they grow, and more potent. This is the Ian* 
guage of common sense and experience : hut ambition 
speaks another and a different language, for extensive 
empire and uncontroled dominion; and being too well 
heard, puts men upon sacrificing their real strength to that 
which Î3 only imaginary. Hence they(l02) become really 
impotent in quest of false power, and destroy men in gross 
for the venal breath of a few flatterers^ which they call 

{102) To If it» ■* absahilR prinees'' ^^^^o have already ctbUiued a 
despotic Eway ovtr their own Nation ; of tbe couditioa ùÏ mch tbii 
letter treatft. 
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glory. But horrid and detestable are tbe ways to sucb 
glory, 

[Vol. in. page 76.] 

A Nation has but two sorts of usurpation to fear ; one 
from their neighbours, and another from their own ma*- 
gistrates : nor is a foreign usurpation more formidable than 
a domestic, which is the most dangerous of the two, by 
being hardest to remove ; and generally stealing upon the 
People by degrees, is fixed before it is scarce telt or ap» 
prehended. Lake wild beasts in a wood, beset with toils as 
yet unseen by them, they think themselves free; but 
striving to escape, find themselves caught in the chains, 
which had long been preparing for them, and stealing upoa 
them. Besides, for one People undone by foreign inva- 
ders, ten have been undone by their own natives rogues, 
who were intrusted to defend them ; 

[Vol. III. page 84.] 

Nations are then free, when their magistrates are 

their servants ; and then slaves, when their magistrates are 
their masters : the commonwealth does not belong to them, 
but they belong to the commonwealth, Tacitus says with 
great truth, JVee unquam satis fda poteniia ubi nimis esi : 
" Power Without control is never to be trusted." Every 
Nation has most to fear from its own magistrates ; because 
almost all Nations have suffered most from their own ma- 
l^trates. ....«••.• 

..>...« I have read somewhere, of the states of a Country, 
who having wildly granted to their prince a power of rais* 
ii^ money by his own authority, 'm cases of great neces- 
sity; every case, ever afterwards, was a case of great ne- 
cessity ; and his necessities multiplied so fast, that the 
whole wealth of the Country was swallowed up to supply 
them : as it always will be in every Country, where those 
who ask are suffered to judge what ought to be given. A 
practice contrary to common sense, and which renders 
liberty and property perfectly precarious ; and where it h 
cMtiiQ^d, will end in tahii^ without askii^. 
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[Vol. ni- page 227.] 

....... The mock-heroes wait for fame in a whole 

skin. They slaughter thousands who obey them, and undo 
millions who ought not to obey them ; and all to enslave 
others, who neither wish nor do them any harm, and with 
whom they have nothing at all to do. Even most of the 
instruments which they make use of, are made as miserable 
as they make those whom they oppress ; and few or none 
share me benefit of the plunder, but such as, wanting merit 
of their own to gain an honest subsistence, prey upon the 
industry of those that do 



It is, however, not to be wondered at, that whilst so 
many princes are beset with sj'cophants, always ready to 
applaud at a venture their wildest sallies and designs ; er 
with traitors, who, finding their own vile advantages in 
them, are ever determined to abet and execute them : I 
say, it is not strange, that princes in these circumstances 
should run frequently into wild freaks, and pernicious en- 
terprizes, to the ruin of themselves and their subjects 



What did England gain formerly by their conquests upon 
the continent, but constant wars, slaughter, and poverty to 
themselves, and to their princes precarious foreign pro* 
vinces at an English expense ; and had standing arûiies 
been then the fashion of the world, England would doubt- 
less have conquered itself into slavery 

[Vol. II. 60thletter.](103; 

GoTemment is of such a nature, that the institution of 
it does not take away the natural right of men to be free ; 
the right to liberty remains theirs in all civil Societies 
whatsoever. 

JTol. IV. 115th letter.! 

Only by the cares which a People take to keep the rul- 
ing power within due bounds, they preserve their liberty. 
Such Nations are free, whose magistrates are bound by 
l»ws and have to follow rules, fixed and prescribed to them 

(1031 The follovFiD^ passages I cannot voach literal, hàvîna: not the 
or^nal second and fourth volume at hand, but onlj a traoslatioR. 
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hj THE WHOLE BODT OF THE PEOPLE ; but those NaUons 
are enslaved, where the magistrates fix their own rules, 
And act according to their own desires and pleasure. The 
most sad misfortune this, which can hefal a Nation ; for 
whenever magistrates possess 'an. arbitrary power, the des- 
truction of the People depends only on their whims ; and 
on that account we see most of the Nations of the world 
grow miserable and perish 

In cases of public disturbances and disasters the 

fault ought seldom indeed to be ascribed to the People : 
but often the People bear, on the contrary, with the utmost 
patience, the most dire calamities, which others, who 
nevertheless are paid sufficiently for the purpose of avert- 
ing the same, bring upon them, by their foolish and rash 
conduct. 

This sacred right of appeal to the People, was gua- 
ranteed to them [the Romans] by a very wise and severe 
law, which Livius describes in the following words. AUam 
deinde consularem legem de provocaiione^ unicun^ prœsidtum 
UbertcUiSf decemvirali potentate eversam, non restituunt modo^ 
sed eiiam muniunt^ sandendo novam legem : JV*e quis uUum 
magisiratum sine provocatione crearet: ^ui creâssei^ cum 
jusfiuque esset ocadi^ JSTeve cœdes capitalis noxœ habereiur. 
'^ The ancient consular law concerning the right of appeal 
to the People, that first, that only, support of liberty, which 
law had been reversed by the usurpation of the decemviri^ 
was not only re-established, but also sanctioned by another 
law being made, by which it was prohibited to choose any 
magistrate from which there shovld be no appeal to the Peo- 
ple : andjmich gaye to «very one lawful liberty to kill who- 
soever should appoint such à magistrate^ and stipulated that 
the slayer shotud not become by that act guilty of a capital 
crime. And surely the reasons which the Romans had to 
make such laws were but too well founded, as the decem- 
mri^ from which there was no appeal to the People, had 
attempted to bring them into a state of sfavery. 

Thus the Romans fixed proper bounds to the power of 
authority, and to them that exercised it, or annihilated such 
a power altogether, when it had become too formidable to 
be bridled 
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EXTRACTS 

raOM A. «rOKK CSTITLBD: 

WAR INCONSISTENT 

llELrGlOIV OF JfiSUS CHRIST, 
k% Vt IS lKH03lAîr, VNWISE, AND CRIMINAL* 
NEW^YOHK : 

Ptélisked by Dodge and Sayre^ JVb, 86 Broadway ^ 1815, 
[Page 380 

The whole sjÊtem of war is tyrannical and subversive of 
the fundamental principles of liberty; it often brings the 
great mass of comojunity under the severe bondage of naiJ- 
itary despotism, so that iheir lives and fortunes are at the 
sport of a tyrant. Where martial law is proclaimed, liber- 
ty is cast down; and despotism raises her horrid ensign m 
its place, and fills the dungeons and scaflbldâ with her vic*^ 
tiros- 
Soldiers in actual service are reduced to the most abject 
slavery, not able to command their lime fora moment» and 
are constantly driven about like beasts by petty tyran la 



To inflame a mild republic with the spirit of war, h pit- 
ting alt its liberties to the utmost hazard, and is an evil, that 
few appear to understand or appreciate. No person can 
calculate the greatness of the evil, to transform the citi- 
zens of a peaceful, industrious republic, into a band of fu- 
rious soldiers. And yet the unhappy policy of nations is to 
instil into their inhabitants a martial spirit that they may' 
appear grand, powerfnlj and terrific, when in fact they arff 
kindling flames that will eventually burn them up root BSïé 
branch. 

In confirmation of what has been said, if we examine the 
history of nations, we shall find that they have generally 
lost their liberties in consequence of the spirit and prac- 
tice of war* 
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Thus have republics who have boasted of their freedom, 
lost their liberty one after another, and that this has result- 
ed from the very nature of war and its inseperable evils is 
evident from the fact, that so violent and deadly is this 
current of ruin, republics have generally sunk down to the 
lowest abyss of tyranny and despotism, or have been anni- 
hilated, and their inhabitants scattered to the four winds of 
heaven. 

What tiation that has become extinct, did not first lose 
its liberty by wai*, and then hasten to its end under the do- 
minion of those passions which war inflames? 

Is it not a common sentiment that the liberties of a 

people are in danger, when war engrosses th%ir attention i 
On the whole, is it not undeniable that peace is fkvorable 
to liberty, and that war is its enemy and its ruin ? 

[Page 61.] 

War necessarily infringes on the consciences of men j end thersr 
fore is criminal. 

Liberty of coHsciehce is a sacred right delegated to man 
by his creator, who has given no authority to man, to in- 
wmge, in the least, on the conscience of his fellow man 

But gorernments, whether monarchical or republican, 
make laws as they please, and compel obedience at the 
point of the sword. They declare wars, and call upon all 
Aeiir subjects to support them. 

Offensive war, by all professing christians, is considered 
9 violation of the laws of heaven; but offensive war is 
openly prosecuted by professing christians, under the spe- 
cious name of self-defence. But while many christians 

profess to make the distinction, [between offensive and 
defensive war,] and to consider offensive war criminal, they 
ought to have tlie liberty to judge, when war is waged, 
whether it is oftnsive or defensive, and to give or withhold 
their aid accordingly; otherwise they are not permitted the 
free exennse of their consciences. 

But suppose this principle adopted by governments: 
could they prosecute war, while they left eveijr individual 
in the free exercise of his conscience, to juclge whether 
such war was offensive, or defensive, and to regulate his 

P 
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conduct accordingly? Would it be possible for gOTem- 
ments to carry on war, if* they depended, for support, on 
the uncertain opinion of every individual? No; such a 

}>rocedure would extinguish the vital strength of war, and 
ay the sword in the dust. This fact i9 well knowp, and 
monarchs declare war, and force their subjects to support 
it ; the majority in republican governments declare war, 
and demand, and enforce obedience from the minority. 

Though the constitutions of governments may, in the 
most solemn manner, guarantee to citizens, the tree exer- 
cise of their consciences ; yet governments find it necessa* 
ry practically io make an exception in relation to war, and 
a man may plrad conscientious motives in vain, to free him- 
self from contributing to the support of war. 

[Page 81.] 

That it is an evil to spread distress, desolation and mise- 
ry through a land, ana to stain it with the blood of men, 
probably none will deny. War, with its attending hor- 
rors, is considered by all, even those who advocate and 
prosecute it, to be the greatest evil that ever befalls this 
wicked, bleeding, suffenng world. 

Yet the prospect of attaining some supposed good 

must be held out as a lure to the multitude, and a means 
of self-justification. 

Usually the object of war is pompously represented to be, 
to preserve liberty, to produce honorable and lasting 
peaee, and promote the happiness of mankind ; to accom- 
plish which, liberty, property, and honour, thcU honour 
which comes from men, must be defended 5 though war is 
the very thing that generally destroys liberty, property, and 
happiness, and prevents lasting peace. Such is the good 
proposed to be attained by th^ certain and overwhelming, 
evil of war. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM A TRACT ENTITLED: 

A SOLEMN REVIEW 

OF THE 

CUSTOM OF WAR; 

SHOWING THAT WAR IS THE EFFECT OF POPULAR DELUSION, 
AHD PROPOSING A REMEDY. 

Re^^rinitd by Peter B. Gleaion ^ co. for Samuel Wooi^ 
New-York. 1815.(104) 

SECTION II. " ShaU the sword devour forever 9" 

That it is possible to produce such a state of society, as 
to exclude national wars, may appear probable from the 
following facts. 

1. It is impossible for the rulers of any one nation to do 
much in carrying on a war with another, without the aid 
or subjects, or the common people. 

2. A war between two nations is generally produced by 
the influence of a small number of ambitious and unprinci- 
pled individuals ; while the greater part of the nation has 
no hand in the business until war is proclaimed. 

3. A vast majority of every civilized nation, have aa 

aversion to war j Were it not for the influence of a 

few ambitious or revengeful men, an offensive war could not 
be undertaken with any prospect of success, except when 
the mass of the people are either uncivilized, or slaves. 
If then, as great exertions should be made to excite a just 
abhorrence of war, as have often been made to excite a 
war spirit, we may be very certain that rulers would find 
little encouragement to engage in any war, which is not 
strictly defensive.(105) And as soon as offensive wars 
shall cease, defensive wars will of course be unknown. 

(104] Sold also at Dodge and Sayre's ; price one sbiniDg. 
(105) It appears to me, that irherever the rulers have, apparently, 
in &ct, the persons and property of the People at thehr disposal» 
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4. It is an affrcmt to common sense, to pretend that'^mUi- 
taiy officers and soldiers have no right to inquire whether a 
trar be just or unjust ; and that all they have to do is to 
obey the orders oi government Such a doctrine is fit to 
be taught only to slaves without souls. If a man is called 
to fight, he should be faithfully informed, and fuUy satis^ 
fied, that he is not to act the part of a murderer, tnat the 
blood of men may not be required at his hands. Every 
soldier ought to be impressed with the idea^ that offeiisive 
war is murderous, and that no government oh earth has 
any right to éompel him to shed blood in a wanton àad 
aggressive war. i et in the present state of general delu- 
iion, the soldiers and most of the citizens are treated ^ 
Imvtng no more right to judge of the justice or injustice of 
a war, than the horses employed in miUtary service. On 
one side a war is certainly unjust and murderous. Tet on 
both sides it is considered as the duly of soldiery to sub- 
mit to the orders of government, and fight, whether it be 
murder, or nor murder ! * - . 

5. National wars often originate from such petty offences, 
as would not justify the taking of a single life, and from 
false principles of honor, which every Christian should 
abhor 

It is enough to fill the mind of any reflecting man with 
horror, to think of the millions of his fellow men who have 
been sacrificed to the ambition, the avarice, the petulance, 
or the profligacy of ungodly rulers. How shocking the 

wherever t!ie People are to such a decree in submission to their rulers, 
that these have a fair prospect of making them generally submit to 
their commandments, both to turn out and to act in a great degree 
the part of soldiers, and also, to paj any taxes, laid upon them^ like 
war itself, without their suffrages behig taken, — that there, I say, even 
a very general existence of a strong and a just abhorrence of war, 
affords by no means perfect security against the danger of war being 
made, or brought about, by selfish men, tempted by the apparent 
war^ias, of power, patronage, pecuniary profits in varions ways, Ae. 
Tet it a^peata ta toe proper and calculated to do much good that a just 
abhorrence of war be manifested, and that the nature and tendency of 
war be pointed out, every where, as much as possible ; but in how far 
will despotic governments, that dread thé spread of Hgbt and truth, 
permit this to be done ? 
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tbougbt, of armies meetkig under the rofluence of eomitj^ 
artificially excited, to plunge tbeir bayonets into the ^breasts 
of each other; and thus to offer human sacrifices by thou- 
sands, to some idolized phantom of ambitious or revengefid 
men ! In every war that has taken {^ace, the soldiers, <m 
one side or the other, have been either the slaves or the 
dupes of deluded or unprincipled rulers. ...... 

Public wars and private duels seem to be practised on 
similar principles 

There is, however^ one circumstance usually attending 
public wars, which renders them more detestable than pn^ 
vate duels. The, duellist usually has the generosity to do 
bis own fighting ; but war makei's usually have the mean- 
ness to avoid the dangers which they create, and to t^all Gki 
other people to fight their battles. 

SECTION IV. 



Amone the evil effects of war, a wanton undervaluing of 
human life ought to be mentioned. This effect may ap- 
pear in various forms. When a war is declared for the re- 
dress of some wrong, in regard to property, if nothing but 
property be taken into consideration, the result is not com- 
monly better, than spending five hundred dollars in a law 
suit, to recover a debt of ten. But when we come to es- 
timate human lives against dollars and cents, how are we 

confounded ! Yet, by the custom of war men are so 

deluded, that a ruler may give fifty or a hundred thousand 
lives, when only a trifling amount of property is in question, 
and when the probabilities are as ten to one against him, 
chat even that small amount will not be secured by the 
contest. It must however again be remarked, that war 
makers do not usually give their ovm lives, but the lives of 
others. How often has a war been declared with the pros- 
pect that not less than 50,000 lives must be sacrificed ; and 
while the chief agent in making the war would not have 

fiven his own life, to secure to his nation every thing that 
e claimed from the other f And are rulers to be upheld 
in thus gambling away the lives of others, while they are 
careful to secure their own ! If people in general could 
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obtain just views of this species of gambling, rulers would 
not make offensive wars ^ with impunity. How little do 
tbey consider the misery and wretchedness which they 
bring on thosé^ fot* whom they should ^exercise the krod*^ 
ness and care of a father ! Does it not appear that they 
regard the lives of Soldiers as mere property, which they 
«ay sacrifice, or barter away at pleasure ? War is in truth 
the most dreadful species of gambling. Rulers are the 

Simblers. The lives and property of their subjects are 
e things they put to hazard in the game ; and he that is 
most successful m doing mischief, is considered as the best 
gamester. 

If by the custom of war rulers learn to undervalue the 
lives of their own subjects, how nmch more do they under- 
value the lives of their enemies ! As they learn to hear of 
the loss of five hundred, or a thousand oi their own men, 
with perhaps less feeling than they would hear of the death 
of a favorite horse or dog; so they learn to heat of the 
death of thousands after thousands on the side of the ene- 
my, with joy and exult^ion. If their own men have suc- 
ceeded in taking an unimportant fortress, or a frigate, with' 
the loss of fifty lives on their own side, and fifty-one on the 
other, this is a matter of joy and trihmph. This time they 
have got the game. But alas ! at what expense to others ! 
This expense, however, does not interrupt the joy of war 
makers. They leave it to the wounded and the friends of 
the dead to Jeel and to TOOttm.(106) 

(106) If it were the fashion, that wheo a king, and the influential 
few that surround hire, should have ordered or allowed acts infringing 
the rights of a neigh bon ring Nation, this Nation should assemble, give 
their sufllrages on the question of peace or an appeal to arnos, and, in 
case of deciding for the latter, send forth their king to fight a duel with 
the aggressing king, — then, if the aggressor happened to fall in the 
duel, there might be some hope that his son and successor would fee! 
deterred from repeating such infringements; but according to the pre- 
sent customs, if a Nation suffers wrongs from a Neighbouring govem- 
aMot« and this occurrence affords a fit opportunity for declaring war» 
tliis rupture often amounts in iact to an agreement between the war* 
makers, that there shall be a lucrative period for some few leading 
men on either side, to fish in troubled waters, at the expense of the 
lives and property of a large portion of either Nation. And however 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



REVIEW. 113 

SECTION V.' 

•••••••• 

These facts, however, are so far from affordiog a plea in 
favor of the custom of war, that they afford a weighty 
reason for its abolition. If in the view of conscience, ûù^ 
i^ressor is a murderer, and answerable for the blood shed 
in war; if one or the other must be viewed by God as the 
aggressor ; and if such is the delusion attending war, that 
each party is liable to con3ider the other as the aggressor ; 
surely there must be serious dancer of a nation's beins in- 
volved in the guilt of murder, while they imagine they Have 
a cause which may be justified. 

....... In private disputes there may be cause of complaint 

on each side, while neither has reason to shed the blood of 
the other ; much less to shed the blood of innocent family 
connexions, neighbours and friends. So of two nations, each 
may have cause of complaint, while neither can be justified 
in making war ; and much less in sheading the blood of in- 
nocent people, who have had no hand in giving the offence* 

It is an awful feature in the character of war, and a strong 
reason why it should not be countenanced, that it involves 
the innocent with the guilty in the calamities it inflicts; and 
often Tails with the greatest vengeance on those who have 
had no concern in the management of national affairs. ..^^.,. 

SECTION VI, 



Dr. Prideaqx states, that in fifty battles fought by Caesar, 
be slew one million^ one hundred and ninety-two thousand 

fucb a war ends with respect to either Nation is pretty indifferent to 
those leading ineu, who think that they know well enough what they 
individually have gained by the war, (but a dismal gain the fruits of 
inequity is !] and they feel induced *ere long to promote some similar 
lianrest. — I recoUect no instance of any king or minister having got a 
oousumption in consequence of grief on acco^i^t of National losses.— 
And in the mean time many a ^vernment conquers from its own Na* 
tion a remnant of liberty by means of a foreign war, and finds in aft, 
increase of power and income something greatly calculated to increase 
a relish for war.-~I would not charge such promoters of war with being 
aware of the extent of their guilt in acting, so; many oaay deceive 
their ovrn minds by pretences, but the sad result for the Nalionf ii 
nevertheless the same. 
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of his emmies. If to this nombcrife add the loss of 
troops on his own side, and the slaughter of women and 
children on both sides, we shall probably hare a total of 
TWO MiLLioKS of human beings, sacrificed to the ambition 
of one man. 

If we assign an equal number to Alexander, and tfie 
same to Napoleon, which we probably may do with ittstice, 
then to th-ee military butchers, we may ascribe the iia- 
timely death of six millions of the human family : A 
number equal to the whole population of the United States, 
in the year 1800 



EXTRACTS 

FROM A WORK BNTlTtiD: 

RIGHTS OF MAN: 

JSeing an ansiver to Mr. Burke's attack on the French revo- 
lution» fyc. (107) 



The French constitution says» that the right of war and 
peace is in the Nation. Where else .shoukl it reside, but 
in those who are to pay the expense ? 

In England, thb right is said to reside in a mtojphf^^ 
(108) shewn at the tower for six-pence or a shilling ir<pieoe ; 
so are the lions ; and it would be a step nearer to reason to 
say it resided in them, for any inanimate metaphor is no 
more than a hat or a cap. We can all see the absurdity 
of worshipping Aaron's molten calf, or Nebuchadnezsar's 
golden image ; but why do men continue to practice in 
tbemseWeSy the absurdities tbey despise in olhersf 

It may with reasoii be said, that in the manner the Eng- 
lish Nation is represented, it signifies not where this right 
resides, whether in the crown or in the parliament. War 

. (107) The first edkkNi of Uiis work appeared as earlj astbe year 1791, 
ia England. v 

(108) The crowrn. 
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ia the e&mtmn bmy^i^ ^ riH Ame who pavtkâpftte in the 
^vmm mmI expeodki»^ of pttbUc ipooey, in all couatries» 
M y^^ Bii^ eon^fumng at home : the object of it is aa ii^ 
«rtftle of ftvtmie ; ma as ref«oue cannot be increased 
without taxes, a pretence must be made for expenditures» 
(109) In reviewing the hiitorjr of the Englisb goveniment, 
ità w«rs «m1 ils Castes, H stander-by, not blinded by pma- 
4pee, n;*t warped by ioierest, wooh) deelare^ that taxes weft 
sot raised to eany on wars, but that wars w^w raised to 
Qvry on tates. 
Mr. Burke, as a member of the house of commons, is à 

EJTt of ^ English goremment ; and though he professes 
mself an enemy to war, be abuses &e French constitu* 
tion, which seeks to explode it. He holds up the English 
govemmoit as a model in all its parts, to France ; but he 
should first know the remarks which the French make upon 
it. They contend, in faror of their own, that the portion 
of liberty eigoyed in England, is just enough to enslave a 
country by^ more productively than by despotism ; and that 
as the real object of a despotism is revenue, that a govern- 
ment so formed obtains more than it could either by direct 
despotism, or in a full state of freedom^ and is, therefot^ 
on the ground of interest, opposed to both. They ae* 
count also for the readiness winch always appears in sudh 

g>veffnmetrts for engaging in wars, by remamng on the dif- 
rent niotives which prMUce them. In despotic govern* 
aients^ wtws i^etW ^Rsct etf pride; but in those govern^ 
OEients in mlâàï they become the means of taxation, they 
acqnfre thereby a more permanent promptitude. 

The French constitution, theretbre, to provide against 
faoth those ev3s, has taken away the power of declaring 
war firom kings and ministers, ....««.... 

When the question on the ri^bt of war and peace was 
agitating in the national ussemb^, the People or England 
af^peated to be much interested m the event, and highly to 

(109) To nloDarcbs the fréquent repetition of war aflbrds m o P éo vi fe 
a pretence to keep a large standini^ amîy on foot at the ezpeme ef the 
Nation orer which they role ; and by meamt of such an ariay thejr often 
Secure the bcftter their thitmes awl de^potie pàw%t agdost the ^Fation, 
«ad keep them in complete rabjeetion. 
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applaud tbe decisioD.--'A8 a princM^, k applm as oiiiei 
to one 'Country as to anoâier. Wimam die conqiMror, at 
a conqueror, held his power of war nd peaee ki hmiBel^ 
and his descendants ItaTe éVer since dbimed it imder hàm m 
a right. 



But it will perhaps be said, that Uioush the power of de» 
daring war descends in the heritage of the conqweit, it fa 
held in check by Ae right of the partiamen^ to wf^hoM 
the supplies. It will alwinrs happen, when a tMoj; ts'Ofi» 
ginaHy wrong, that amendments do not make it right, -and 
It often happens tfamt they do as much mischtef one way as^ 
good the other: and such is the oaBe here, for if ^ one 
rashly declares war as a matter of right, and the other 
peremptorilv with4iokls the sapfdies as a matter of i^ght; 
the remedy becomes as bad or worse than thedisease. The 
one forces the Natioa to a combat, and the other ties its 
hands. But the more probsJ)le issue it, tha^ the contest 
Will end in a collusion between the parties, and be made a 
screen to both. . . 

On this question of war, three things are to be comnder^ 
ed. Firéty the ri^t c^f declaring it : ^condiy, the ^penit 
t^ supporting it: Thirdly, the mode of condactinçit after 
it is declared. The French constitution places the f%jb 
"where the esopente must fall, and this union can be only hi 
the Nation. The mode of conducting it after it is d^chred, 
it consigns to the executiTe departmeat.— ^Were this * tbe 
"^case in all Countries, we lAould hear but little more of wais, 
(110) . -. 

When we surrey the wretched eonditi(m of nran mider 
the monarchical ftnd hereditary systems of govemaaett^ 

(110) Thii so «sailed French coastttotion of 1701 was verj étfiMififa 

and deficient after all, nor wai it ever submitted to the Tote of the 
French Nation ; it left â hereditary kingship to exist ; it allotted an ex- 
orbitant yearly revenue to the king» and the power to propose the 
declaration of war; the so called National legislative assembly (con- 
sidered as refrtHtUing the People) had to decide upon this proposal» 
and the king had to sanction their dedsion. — The Peoplecould not con- 
. stltationally control the goveriMnent nor maojffest theii* will by Totiiig 
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tf rifled from hi$ èome b}r one power, oi^ i^enl^ tnotlier, 
•ed îf&p<HPêrisb«d'by tàK«s more ttmt by enemîev, it be-r 
oomos ei4d6Bt that those systems are bad, aod that a gene» 
ral reTokifetonm the prmoiple and eMstiructkm of goyernr 
ments is necessary. 

What is government more than the management of the 
i^irs of a Nation f It is not, and from its nature cannot be, 
the property of any particular man or family, but [of] the 
ii^ie community ; anâ though by force or contrivance it 
has been usui^d into an inheritance, the umirpation cannot 
alter the ri^t of things. Sover^^y, as a matter of 
right, appertains to the Nation only^ and not to any indi* 
vidual ; and a Nation has at all times an inherent indefeisi* 
ble Hg^t to abolrsb any form of government it finds incop-» 
renient, and" establish such as accords with its interest^ 
disposition, and happiness. The romantic and barbiuroMS 
distinction of mtn into kings and subjects, though it may 
suitnhe concKtitIn of courtiers cannot that of Citizens ; and 
is exploded^ by Ae principle upon which governments are 
now founded. Every Citizen is a member of the Sovc- 
i^ignty, and, as such, can aekhowledge no personal subjec- 
tion ; and hi^ obedience can be only to the laws. 

When men think of what government is, they must ne- 
cessarily Aippose it to px)Sf<ess a knowledge of all the ob* 
jects and matters upon which its authority is to be exéreised» 
In this view of government, the republican syst^», a»ei^a^ 
Uished by America and France, operates to embraee the 
whole of a "N^on ; tktd the knowledge necessary to the in- 
terest of all the parts, is to be found in the centre, which 
the parts by representation form : but the old governments 
«re on a construction that exehides knowledge as well as 
liappiness ^ government by monks, who know nothing of 
the world beyond the walls of a convent, is as consistent as 
government by kings. 

against the declaration of war.«~No wonder tiat Within a few moiiChs 
after this woric was published war was actually declared li/lbe Prendi 
fOvemmeDt ; in the name (jf the Nation indeed, the riglits of the Na- 
Uon' bein^ in some meaisure acknowledged in words, bdt that Natfoà 
being completely passive notwithstandine with respect to this most im- 
portant act, as though under the ybke of an astatic despot. ' 
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WkÊ^wmÊè hm^Aj called rnvtinemni^ wm^ Vn&e m^ 
ibM m ^tmp^ o( pifiMs, or .^ «teeraiio^^ of l^eal me^m- 
Btaiees^ The^ rOM and fell lik» tbiii^ ofeourse, and bad 
BAthiM m llMir exsitaece or their fate that could influapee 
beyond the spot that produced them. But what we uow 
see in the world, from the revolutkms of Amerioa «id , 
IVraaee, aio « iwaeiratim of the natuml order of thÎD|^ a 
agratem of priociplea aa nmvefsal as truth and the «ûsteni^e 
of maa, and oombinmg moral with politi<ad happioesa and 
aatioDal proaperity. 

^^ I. Men are barmwiiduwyê cowtimue fru and efnal m 
naptrt ^ ékeir r^iU. Ciml JMnOamMf (htr^Qn^ ^cm at 
fi i nded ordj/ a» /^ftfe tUiUiÊÊ. 

n. Tke€ndiefMpaiUkM0tÊ0mUi(m^ù^§^^ 
At naémmA md iw^»re$eryimble ri^hU pf aum» wid ikut 
righUare, Uberiy^ pioperijf^ md rm^Mm qfqgfrfimmi^ 

Iq: theaeppiaciples there is oothing to throw a^Iatioaior . 
%a canfiisîoa b^ inflaming ambitioD. /They are cal(wdai<ri 
to caM loFth wisdom and abilitiea, and to exetcsise tbem.£N: 
the psdilic good, and not lor the eimJomupt or aflsraadîiO' 
ment of particular descriptions of men or ûunuies. VUh 
Maobical sorerei^aly; tbeeoemy of mankind and tbe source 
el misery» is aboli^ed ; and sovereignty itself is restofedio 
ils natural and original place, the Nation» Were tlûs the 
cuae> throughout &irope^ the cause of waia would be taken 
away. 

I4 isellribuled to Henry the (burth. of FraqBC^ l^iM»«( 
m enlaiged and benevolent heart, that be piN^f]i»e^ abw|t 
the yeajr MiO^ a pfam ibraboKshu^ warinEiv^^pf*. Tba 
{dan consisted in constituting a European congres^ or, a^ 
the French authors stile it, a pacrlle republic ; by appoint* 
ing df legates from the several Nations, who wene to act |is 
a court of arbitration, in any disputes that mig^ an^ .^ 
tween Nation and Nation* 

*Had such a pbn be«i mdovted at the time it waftpaope- 
sed, the taxes of England a.na France, as two of die paertM^ 
would have b^en at least ten millions sterling annuafljr, to 
each Natbn» less, than thfey were, at the commeocemout 
of the French ievoluti(Hai « . 
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'' To c<mctii»é ^ ûMm mb^ mA a-pltn in* ttoikted 
adopta, (and "tbiit instead of a conj^vse for iik% piMrpose of 
pMv«t^0 «var, %t hs&bééa called oiAf io imininatê a war, 
aftdr^ flr»irte68 expeiniie of • several jemn) it will be^iie€«»> 
sary td cMftider^tfae intendst of govtintsefits as a 4iidiK» 
krtfei«st to that of Nations. ^ 

Wiu^vèr is the cause of ^axes to a Natton^beeooies alsia 
tbeD»eans ^ revenue to a goviernmeiit. fivery warttemt* 
nètee wi^i fti^ adiihion of taxes^ and.co&se^^ntlf ivkfa an 
ad^fition of rei^eiiue ; and in any event of vmtf ih the mmh 
ii«i»4tM»y am now eomoieneed and eoneluded, the power 
aind^titerast of >go«eflMneii^are iacfeased. Wat, tb««feffe, 
from its productiveneas, as it eariiy liarni^es the pi*eleM» 
*of imeessity ihr - taitea and appokiliBents to piaees and' of- 
fices, becomes the prindpal part of the s]»téiD of - old go- 
Temenentsf and to esttJtilirii any mode to abolish- war, 
however advantageous it might he to Nations^ wçuld be to 
Udce froiA itiofa «ovenrasent the meet h^ralire of lis 
«biandies. The ffi^olom matters upo» wfaieh war ia nade, 
shew AeiKn^ositieti^and avidity of govseimnents to iq^iohl 
ibe^qpstiai Of ifW^ and betr^ th» motiees «pon which îbiy 
act, •- ■ • .... .*; 

Why are not Republics plunged into war, but becauae 
the nature of their government does not admit of an int«r- 
eat dicttnct to ÛM of Uie nation F(lil) £ven HoUaad, 
tfaoMgh an ilKconalraoted R^p«blb| nd with a com^eane 
extending over the world, existed nearly a century without 
war : and fte instwttbe form of goviemmeat vms changed 
in France, the Republican princifHes of oeace,and àmm- 
tic proipevity and eoonomy, «rose witn the new govem- 

(111) Republics bava 80inetia»e8 been plooged iato war» but thej 
are generally speaking less io danser of war, to proportion to the mea- 
siu^ of control which the rightful Sovereign, the People, exercises over 
the governmeot. It is very possible that the governoaent, in a Repeb- 
lic as well as elsewhere» indulges hopes of ^kiinf^ by war, but the ma- 
jority of the Citizeas ought to abboT'and «iiread war, and will io gene- 
ral abhor and dread it. — The mere circuuntanee of the government's 
bearing the name of a Republican government, and the members of it 
being chosen by the People, affords no security whatsoever i^iust 
this or any other evil, sbeidd tueh a govemment at any time have the 
means to aet or relgo nncontrolled. 
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mattt;.ttxl Ike aiiae cMMquences v^mM fidlow the same 
ceufes ia other Nations. 

As war is the system pf government on the old c<»i8tnie« 
tioo, the animosity which Nations reciprocally enlertaini is 
nothing more thaawbat the policy of their gofenunents ex- 
cite, to keep up the spirit of the s^ji^tem. Each govern* 
Biènt^MMMMet ékt other of perfidy, ratrigue, and ambition, 
as % means of heating the- imagination of their respective 
Nfitions, and incensing them to hostilities. Man is not the 
enemy of man, but through the medium of a false system 
of government. Instead therefore of exclaiming againsi 
t^. ambition <»f Idn^, ibe oftdamaUon should be dmcted 
against the principle .of such gov^mments; «ndiastoadof 
seekii^to reform the individual, the wisdom of a NaAioii 
should apply itself to reform the system. 

. The intrigue ofcourts, by which the sy^m of war is kept 
iip, ma^ provoke a confederation of Nations to «bobsliiaa 
and a European congress to patronize the progress of «^Am 
government, and promote ihe ciiâUzatiao of Matiws vith 
each other, is an event nearer in pmbability, tbaniiBct.i 
Ùe revolutions and alliance of France and Axaerica. 
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EXTRAITS 

d'une lettre quE 

JEAN-BAPTISTE DRODET,(U2) 

Membre du conseil des cinq-cents^ se proposa d^mwo^er oti 
Citoyen Camotf qui fiit alors président du direci^w^ esi- 
cutif; au printemps de 1796. ^ 

Citoyen ! 

Vom m'avez demanéé l'autre joiir, et je tous ai promit 
de irouft faire part de mes idées sar notre mtctation actuelle; 
je feiii(His m&^ engagement : puissent mes faibles travaux 
être de quelque utifité au bonheur de ma Patrie ! c'est 
te voeu le plus cher de mon cœur : après lui avoir souvent 
aaimfié mon existence et ma fortune, il ne me reste plus 
qu'à former des vœux pour' qu'elle soit enfin libre et hetH" 
reuse. 

-IfooveUedieiit arrivé sur lé sol de la République, je jette 
fc tens (^lés des regards incertains, et je cherche queb 
sont les vrais amis de la Patrie, quels sont les moyens qu'on 
emfdoie pour procurer au Peuple l'accomplissement des 
vœux qu'il formait lorsqu'il a entrepris cette glorieuse ré*- 
volotion cMii étonne l'univers. 

Si je m'adresse avix hommes fortunés, aux savims, à ceux 
qui remplissent ks emplois dans la République, tous crient 
anidbième contre . les Patriotes énei^ques. Selon eux, 
teusx^esbf^mmes qui ont, renversé le trône, la superstiticm, 
les préjugés, faitpUir les rois, écrasé, anéanti leurs armées, 
et compnmé dans l'intérieur la malveillance et l'agiotage ; 

(112) DroQCtt was that postinaster tbat «topped Louis Caput wbea 
travelling in d^ise towards the frontiers.; when drawing up this 
letter he had recently returned from his long and aggravated captivitj 
in Austria ; soon after, he was arrested on presumption of being im- 
plieated in the great enterprise of Babœuf and others; but was ae- 
qiitted* ) 

To save to myself Uom, and avoid the trouble of translating, I have 
been induced to insert these extracts, and come other fragODentfi, no- 
translaited. 



I 
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fous cts hommes, éhhje^ tie sont que àès terrondtë», ^es 
monstres, des athées, àës vamhileB, des brigands, des bu- 
veurs de sang. 

Sî au contraire je m*lidresse au peuple, aux Patriotes 
prononcés, que j'ai toujours vu marcher de front avec mei 
sur la fignede la démocrati€,*iis crient hautement quele«fs 
adversaires sont des royalistes, des fanatiques, des a^teurs^ 
né méditant que la ruine et l'asservissement du Peuplé, 
ne respii^aut que la vengeance Ta plus cruelle pour j par- 
venir, 

Dans cette alternative, il ne m'est pas difficile de recpn- 
isrfCfe que, d^ cdfé, sont les amMlteuK, léS égoïstes, qui, 
T^fgemt de jouissances, ite t^iooftent fkm de boAew 
qi% dibs le défttrs de Forgueil, ........ de Fautvè o&té, Sont 

hs hoflsims qui saeriflent sans eesse à la Piurie lelEn* sitlë^ 
flkHion, leur vepc», leu^ eitistenee, et' qui, foii}oun^ hsf As 
servir de marebe-pied à la gloire des égoïstes erdés'tm^ 
Mdëux, hitte&t perpétuellement emtfë eux. ' 

* Dans cette lutte de la vertu contre le vice, le bofi Pl^- 
tl^te n'hésite pis sur le parti qi^il d^ prMdrè;''H ^it 
Men qu^it y a beateoup île danger à<cmtrir, m&b ittÉlil 
siit qiie la gloire T^end au bout de l« oaiviète } .»...;. 

*Je Aerehe maintenant quels sont les tnoyêfis qu^oii im^ 
fièiê fHHtàr proeorer m Peuple KaeedfnpK»»tnèni é^^^^Stt 
quHI formait lorsqu'il fit la i^etotloti;" Soii Vte«x: pré^ 
nonce était bien certainement ée se dentier nite eonsifcu- 
tk)n qtii lui garantisse ses droits naturels et poBôques; H 
p¥éteiRMt aussi jotnr en paix du bienfaiit de «ette consÀtii- 
tfon, et pour y pi^ven^ il A dâ dêslnsv qoe se»rép#éSeB^ 
fans ehen^ent tous les moyens d^étô«rfitBi*1es séméMës de 
fatiine^et discordes. .« 

Je tourne mes regards vers le contrat social qui doit 
iittîr les Fraiiçais; je vois due sans éçdid poor l^assentknent 
If^éral et simultané du Peuple, qui avait émis libtemfent 
et solemnellement son vœu le 10 Août 1793 ; sans égard 
pour la promesse faite à ce même Peuple de faire des Um 
organmues pour mettre en activité la charte coùitim^ 
tionnene; deshomtdes remplis d'animosité cblaDgent tout- 
a-coup le code des droits du Peuple. Curieux de voir d 
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làflouftUs e0ii0tttiitki»(ll8)' <pie Fon vièm de donner hini 
FriiH^ «>t marquée oo cein de la smgesae ettde la ^rain 
deur qui dott ceradtériser la Nation, j'ourre le Hfreà Fri- 
bourg en Btiagaw : je trosre les premiered pagee i^œpHes 
p»r on discours ptetithitmre où perce de toutes paaris l'é»^ 
prit de paHi, et l|i passion des injures et d^ persoilnalîtée 
salissant un ouvrage que Fon destine à faire passer ai la 
postérité f on y roue a l'etécrati^n tôt» les Patriotes é(ni$ 
Fàfetgte et je déTouenient hérdtque étonneromt probable*' 
inent un jour les raoes futures, 

I>ès le e^inœeDGement de k résolution, feus lesennenlfo 
du lioutel ordre de choses voyaient a«tee douleur l'énergie 
et la fierté du Peuple augmenter en proponien de» ob^ 
stades que ceux-ci ^portaient à l'accomplisseaieot de la 
r^éoéralion politique: ils sentaient que cette éneigie ne 
pourrait être abattue que lorsque le Peuple. serait d^armé» 
ses ressources anéanties^ et par conséquent livré à la merci 
dts doffiiâateurs» Ëil eonséquenee, la cour organisa oti 

fiitta de désastre qui fol constamment saivi par les amis de. 
a royauté. On suscita à la France pour ennemis tmles 
les grandes puissances de l'Eujrope (qui, par parentfaèse, 
vinrent déclarer aux sociétés populaires que c^étaijt unique- 
ment contre elles qu'on aVait pris lès ârtttés)^ Poif^ résiâK 
ter à cette levé«f kafiieQSê de beuelier, la Cour fit un appel 
général a la Nation, organisa des armées innombrables, Joe 
fit aucun pré()aratif poiar les alimenter ou les équiper, en, 
confia le soin à des généraux choisis, qui avaient lé secret 
de Fétat, et, qui devaient, chaque fois que f^ocCàsiôù s^en- 
présenterait, livrei* îa fleur de la jeunesse plébéienne au fer 
de l'ennemi, ou bien Tentasser dans des champs ou danà' 
des bôpitsmx mtA sains et mâil pourvus, afin d'éteindre une 
générâition trop iilstruite de ses droits, trop impétueuse et 
trop énergique pour les soutenir. Oh s^était bien sàfdé de 
pourvoir aux besoins de cette armée, parce qu^ri àvàîf 
c^culé que le Peuple t^rânçais, essentiellement grand et 
généreux, ne manquerait pas, dà^ un moment de déti^essé, 

(1Ï3) Cette compositioD fut nommée, Îa çoâstiiatiôn de ^an itph; 
oi, fia <^oti8tittitiotr dé '95. 

R 
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de donner avM cn t hoiwim ne i set déftiis^ns tout ee qu'il 
possédait de plus précieux, qu'il se dessaiwait en leur h* 
veur de ses armes, ses subsistances, et la quintettence de 
sa population. C'était-là où on Tattendait; c'était lors- 
qu'aprj» d'bnombraUes sacrifie^ les forées ch Peuj^ 
seraient annihilées, son énergie abattue ; c'était, dis-je, a 
cette époque, qu'on regardait le sacrifice consomaié, et la 
▼ictime prete à être ioiinolée et dévouée à la fureur des 

amis du trà»e le temps et l'expérience nous ont m^ 

pris le résultat du planrde nos ennemis, et tout le maraî 
a^élinne de leur dessein* Le Peuple, ains» qu'ils l'avaient 
préru, est aujourd'hui dépouillé de ses armes, et de la plus 
grande partie de ses resseurees ; on saisît cet instant, et on 
i ses pfos Tortueux défenseurs. 



EaBtraUê fwu cowipUaiùm tntituUij Conte dei piecei tomet 
dans h^local qu$ Babctuf occvqfwi tan de ion arresta* 
tian ^* 

[Tome I. page 98.] 

^iuîques apperçui mr la rivoîtUion Française^ dq^uSs la mort 
de Capet. [21 Janvier 179a] 

Le jugement du sanguinaire Capet divisa la convention 
nationale en deux partis, qui se sont déchirés sans relâche 
jusqu'au 31 Mai 1793. 

D'une part, les riches, ayant à leur tête Rolland, Bù- 
mouriez, Brissot, et presque tous les députés de ta Gironde, 
n'auraient pas voulu sa mort ; ils ont voté pour qu'on l'en- 
fermât. Leur arrière-pensée, était qu\n regent eût 
gouverné sous le nom ae son fils, a l'ombre duquel ces 
messieurs se seraient partagé les places et les trésors : la 
constitution de 1791 devait être mise en activité. Tel 
était le système des constitutionnels. 

D'autre part, les sans-culottes, qui avaient voté francbe- 
meiit la B^uUique, demandûent, «i nom de la justice, la 
mort de celtâ qui avak déjà couvert la frontière du sang 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LâUBmayraoN. 



1791,] et devant les Tuilerie», [10 Août 1792,]^ &va 



JuBlet 
._ «^vait imr 
mùié tant de Patriotes. 

MaUittureusenieiit la faction d!Orléansy qui deoanaait 
aussi la mort de Capet, mais pour mettre à sa place un in* 
dividu de la branche xi'Orléans, s'était mêlée aux Républir 
eains sans qu'ils s'en doutassent : ...... 

Le jugement et la mort de Capet n^onl pas étemt lea 
aoimositée et les haines : les deux partis se se^ déchirés 
avec plus de violence et d'achamemefiit 

On sait la fuite de Dumouriez chez l'étranger, et set 
efforts inutiles p«ur livrer son armée à l'epnemi quand ils 
eot Qonmi qu'cdie ne voudrait pas marcher «ir Caris : il a 
laissé la frontière ouverte et sans défense contre une aniié0 
triomphante, [au printemps de 1793.] 

La Vendée, organisée depuis long-temps pour la révolte, 
se soulève ; (115) ....... 

Lyon, Toulon, Marseille, s'organisaient en révolte. 



(114) Loiiis Capet, then «tiled king of the Fieocb, aooortfiiis to.tbe 
so called coosUtutioa of 1791, (which was never submitted to the rote 
and decision of the People,) proposed io the national legislative as- 
sembly the declaration of war against the Icing of Hungary and Bohe- 
mia ; the assembly passed an act in confornaity ; Lonit ratified that 
act, and on the 20th of Apiil 11W war wassDleouilf declared.— Thus 
France was involved in those dreadful wars, (which brought innnmera- 
ble evils, aqd in the end military despotism upon her,) a considérable 
time previous to her becoming a Republic (21 September 1792,) and 
the People and the best Republicans becoming influential m any good 
decree. « 

(116) This rbmg In the Vendee, êie. which was the beglnnhig of 
those dreadful horrors of civil war which can hardly be said to have ter- 
minated entirely within e^ht years, was closely connected with a de- 
cree ofFebniary 24tb 1*793, containing a demand (requisition) of a 
eertain number of men for the army, from each section of the Countiyi 
to be chosen by a kind of town-meetUigs.-— This first act of compul- 
sion, to defend France and to drive her enemies from her soil, was, in 
a manner, a groundwork to that conscription, horrible beyond «J! 
description, by which France afterwards was emdaved and deistroved* 
— ^ay these sad &cts make due impression on such as may make i%ht 
of measures partaking in any meaKUre of the nature of such aooN- 
éCRimoN ! And miy each intelligMt Freeman, who lorei hii Coui^ 
ti7 nd lib^y, lutte and dread iver, nuoneii'i BâM 1 
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h!B dé«ordr«s«t les malb^rs ^0CQtwBlci«iit, Tmk, 

Jtti 1^ fondé k libeHé^ qui la ▼eyaic s'écrooler, se leva, «et 
emanda à la convention nationale de faire cesser les mattc 
qui aflRgeaient la République; 

Oetfe déoiarehe de Paris était aussi un devoir. Les 
plaintes des départemens provoquèrent sa sotHekoée. ...:•« 

Paris tout entier sous les armes le 31 Mai 1795, premier 
et i Jnin^ ne feitque montrer sa puissance. H a cooei^ 
ises réelamMions dans im manifeste en son nota et en eelm 
des départemens, où il a demandé ^arrestation de phisieiM 
ipe^bres ée la convemion qu^l a désignés eomme les au- 
teurs du trouble. 

*' II fie -pouviôt pas se tromper sur ke intentions de ces 
membres : ib étaient coupables aux yeux de la Nation ; 
c'étaient ceux qui s' opposaient àlaékcusston des lois, de 
hi constitution demandée par le Peuple fVançais. • Les 
procès-verbaux sont là ; ils sont une preuve sans réplîqife 
€n faveur de k pétitîen des Ihiriôeiis. 

Les Girondins sont arrêtés ; une commission est nommée 
pour présenter un projet de constitution républicaine sié» 
VMit le vosu 4e toutes les pétkioBs : en moins de ipAoze 
jpurs la copimission a fait son travail y elle le soumet i la 
diisQVfsioQ, ÇûQi^ine on ne ii'ocçqpe plus que des intérêts 
du Peuple, comme la bonyse foi préside à tout, on est far 
oilement é*aecoi4 : ...... la eoaelitatien est ftke. JSé Jmlm 

Ce projet de loi est présenté à la Nation entière ; (116) 
« les assemblées primaires envoi^qt leurs députés à Pa- 
ris célébrer la fête solemnelle de cette acceptation, et itÙ*- 
citer la convention nationale, qui rendait le repos et le 
hçnbeur ^ la Républicjue. 

Bieiitat tout se rallie ; les départeosens oui s'étaient ré: 
wltéa viennent abjurer leur erreur ; l'inoeMie alhimé dans 
ie Calvados s'éteint ; Marseille, Toulon, Lyoi^ ne tardent 
P^a K ^V^^ reconquis i ht République ; et bientôt apr^ 
t|M^ les| trabUoos de Cm^ç ^t d'Huuchard ont été pu- 

(^H) liSft mots omiA i^i^éi^rsxf ot le fait d« l'tooeptjitioo de h con* 
ièMiom p9are«fclket,laewhrail«»vo|K de ffirt vl.aptr«^ ^j4» 
pace 64. 
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ms, les géfiémux Fk^olts dir^eotla bn^ovte des Fran- 
9«8 à la victoire : lessuecàs depuis ont ^è en ptrmaoeooe 



(Ill) 

« ..... sa mùrt [la mort de Kobeq^ierre] était résolue plt»- 
fâeurs jour» avant le^d Tbedrmîdor. {^1 JaiUet 1794.] 

• Les rémlthi» de cette journée^ -qui est la victoire du 
crâne sof la vertu^ scmt -la mîm bars de la k)i de toi*te la 
eotnnittfie 4e Paris, qu'en trmaît pendant plwieiirs jouis 
e«r l'éehiAittdy aaa» jugement,(*) sans caison -niénie a^^ 
renie; l'ineaicémtion, le jufl^ment) la mort dea pin» mr 
cères et des pins intègres auits du Peuple. 

• ..... U (allMld'aSIeufSy pour fiûre le procès à la eoestitifr- 
tion de 1793, dont |1^ [tes cons^utton«ek] ne veélaieiit 
ytes^ le &ire égakment jm âl Mai. 

Tel ftitle vrai motif de 4'arp^Éatîea de Tburiot, Cao^ 
lion^ Lecointre- de Versailles, Ruamps, Tbirkm, Pousse* 
doire, Huguet, tous acbamés Uteroiidoriens, mais qui se 
eonetiluateat les ebampk>ns du 21 Mai et de la eonstkutîoa 
de 1793. ; 

: Tous ceux en qui oft a soupçonné de l'éner]^ . et quel- 
ques dispositions à tenir le serment qu'ils avuent fût de la 
taaintenir, furent décrétés d'arrestation.. 

C'est alors vraiment que les partisans de rDumcHiriezy et 
par oonséqiiiesit^ de Coboctrg, triomphèrent et eurent le v 
pouvoii'de tout être. 

Ils ont fait une const^utimi^ dont ils espéraient que.per^ 
sonne ne voudrait, ou au moins dont les dispositions ne tar- 

g iraient pas à faire regretter celle de 1791 qui est leur 
oie. 

La liberté élait perdue le 13 Vendémiaire, [4 Octobre 
1795,} d les Patriotes appelés par les TalKen, )esFréron«t 
la masse de la convention, pour défendre leur vie menacée, 
n'eussent dispersé ces nuées de royalistes, qui heureuse- 
«eut sont lacbest 

(*) lie tribunal réxolutipnoairQ d'alors était mepacé d'être mm 
liora de la loi iui-atêm^ s*U a'fuiTajait h J'#chaiaiid ceux qwiela roi^ 
ventioa désignait. 
(117) Une ^tie du moreeau omis ici se trouva, traduite, jsge 93. .« 



-O 
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La JMmée de Vmdémaire M e^b d» l^iroMcèi- 
éns ; eeux de cette faction qui le voolufesit emreotdes eai^ 
plois : les Patriotes purs et Hépablkitns eorestmntf^ttmii**' 
tie(lIS) et des dégoûts? on voit languir dans là miiêre ies 
vrais Patriotes, et les places sont prodiguées aux intrigaiMP 

Si se précipitent a corps perdu daât les revolutions, et 
goment le parti dominant peur s'enrichir. 

La misère pubKque, loin irav<Mr cessé ....... « «ugflittité 

et augmente de jour en jour ; les rich^ et les scélérat» de^ 
toute espèce affitment- le peuple ; HassaMnat se cmime^ 
impudemment et impunément ^ im 'départemens se-i^n^ 
tent : rien d^efficace n'est employé pour faire cesser ces 
«âlheurs. Tels sont les auspices sous lesquels la constitu- 
tion de 17^ est mise en activité. 

Les Patriotes, effrayés de ces calamités, adressent lems 
plaintes'«Qdifecioic«. Ils demandait ««si. qti'on accorde 
aux défenseprs de la Patrie la récompense qui leur a été 

promise Pour réponse à leurs rédamations, on lesiq»* 

oelè anarchistes; on lait fermer les lieux oà ils- s'assettt* 
blent. *. 

Les regrets indiquent la constitution de 1793 comme' le 
^ul remède à nos malheurs, et aussi-tôt il y a une loi qUi, 
punit de mort ouiconque demandera la constitution d^ 
1793, on un roi. (119) 

Le peuple se plaint de ce qu^n le musèlf ; M s* assemble 
sur les (jouais, sur les places publiques, et aussi-tôt il j a une* 
loi martiale pour disperser les groupes. 

(118) AfSfitDumberorRefNiblleaûswereattltattiaiefletat latse, 
after haviog beea depriTed of tbeir libertj for abont 14 monU»; for ^ 
tbehelp of onmeroDS Judicial murders, and the imprisoomeot of a lai^ 
portion of the best Republicans, some governing enemies of Depaocra* 
ej had consolidated their power ; and they hiAhf this time simttitati 
ed the so called eoustltNtioo of 1705, Co that of 171^ whicÉHiejF ùêwt 
were wUliRg to bring into operation. , 

(119) N<S, to be sure, a law indeed, in the strictest sense of the 
word ; not a free and solemn expression of the general will 1 bot 
merely an expression of the will of a few goveraing indi?idaah,'^RFfaè 
were far from permittmg any such thii^ as the gorenuiiefit briMig 
and liberty preservhig stipuMloos in art. 66-*60 ef the oonaftitiiliai| 
of 1 793 to take eSect. Ereo Buonaparte^s horrible cootcriptioQ rtfptr* 
laUons bore the name of a law ; if the French could hare delivered tb^ir 
▼êtes 00 it, would there ba?^ been one ^ea in thousand f 
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Cependfttit le direeloir» s'eatoure dû canoiuiit dé mi- 
traille^ de cairalerie, de bataillons ; des flatteurs le flagor- 
B«nt, lui disent que la Bépublique est heureuse, que la Ca- 
mille seule se fdaîot, et que les baïoauettes sont à son ser** 
▼ice. 

; Il vit dans les bombances, dans un^alais, ^ivi de laquais, 
d'un cortège d'états^majors, d'hommes à places, couverts 
de broderies, enrichi des dépouilles du Peuple, 11 ne voit 

Cque toute autorité qui ne se soutient qi^e par la vio- 
« est despoâsiiie, et que ce genre de gouvememeol^ 
n'eirt pas eeliu que les Français ont voulu se donner* 



[Tome I. page 216.] 

Jlua> i^arimnens de la Ripablique Frmtpmse. 

.••..• Aujourd'hui que le voile est déchirç, considère toti 
éfat actuel: rappelle-toi [Peuple Français,] les évènemeçs 

3ui se sont succédés les uns aux autres depuis le 9 Thermi-^ 
or, et rends-toi compte du bien 011 du mal. que t'ont &it 
te^ gouvemans : tu remarqueras qu'au moment même oq^. 
les oreilles étaient frappées des beaux mots de justice, dç 
vertu, d'humanité, le san^ des Républicains coulait à grands 
flots dan^ toutes les parties de la France. ..... parcours les 

déparlemens méridionaux^ qui fument encore du sang des 
plus purs Démocrates : ton ame, pénétrée d'horreur, ^émi- 
F^ d'indignation. 

, Mais détournons un moment les regards de ces contrées 
malheureuses pour les fixer sur la ville de Paris : à quelles 
horreurs n'ont point été livrés depuis le 9 Thermidor ses in- 
fortiyQés habitans, réduits à deux onces de pain !^ quelle vie 
imUi et languissante <H)t-ils inenée ! que de victiiçes entâs^ 
sees les unes sur les autres descendaient alorè dans les om«> 
bres du tombeau! l'épuisement, la fatigue de la misère, 
faisaient périr un monae immense ; hommes, femmes, en-, 
&n8, vieillards, tout tombait indistinctement sous les coups* 
de l'impitoyable mort Lie même jour éclairait la destruci*j 
tion de familles entières, livrées au plus affreux désespoir^, 
et néanmoins le mot d'humanité retentissait tous les jours 
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130 AwmgmR. 

dans le séoftt, fémolii et cooifffiee *dé ces horrenrt. O pos- 
térité, le croiras-tu f 

Peûdant cette crise affreuse, ce qui restait encore de Pm^ 
triotes vertueux, recueille ses forces, expose à la représen* 
tation nationale les maux qui affligent le Feuple, et réclaine 
la jouissance de ses droit». [2 Prairial An III ; 20 Mai 
f t95. j Mai» ees généreun apotr^s de la liberté sont cruetle- 
ment repoussés par la représentation nationale ette-inènie : 
cette assenri>iée de Hgtm porte la seéléfattsëe jwqv'au pont 
de fike Aunller t» peuple qm domioide do pai» et la eo»^ 
stittttion qu'il a tolefnmltemeiit aocefUéo. Tant de ^^mg 
n'assouvit pas sa race ; elle exhale sa fureur sur quelques 
mandataires, qui, fidèles aux principes, avaient eu le cou-, 
rage de plaider la cause des Képublic^ains. Oui, Pei^le 
Français, ce sont tes amis que l'on a égorgés dans la per- 
sonne de m% courageux représentans qui, après la journée 
de Prairial, portèrent leurs tètes sur l'éçhafaud, pour avoir 
défendu tes droits ; ils voulaient ton bonheur, mais hr troupe 
conjurée des aristocrates et des royalistes a répandu leur 
sang pour opérer fa contre-*révolution. C'est ainsi qœ^ 
dans fes départemens, Fon à èe^ôrwê, sous le nom de jaeo* 
Jnnsy de terroristes, et de buteurs de sang^ tou!f tes amis êè 
' la liberté et de Pégalité. Néanmoins, cenjaûMm^ ceifter^ 
rarigtês^ ces bmeurs desanf^^ étaient des hommes qot piofes^ 
saient toutes les veitus républicaines, ifû itupoWÊèut pwt 
leurs discours l'amour de ht Patrie, qui mettaient ntt mmt 
à la cupidité des riches, qui domptaient Por^èfl des 
despotes, soutenaient le crédit des assignats, et A»saient 
circuler dans toute la Répobtiqtie ttné beuMlse abon- 
dance. Tu le sais. Peuple malheureujcj ta rt g rt t t e» 
le bqau siècle d'or que tu as laissé échapper ; ta mMre est 
i son comble; tu languis dans un tel état de STupeor et 
d%)ertie, qne tu courbes sans rèsistanee ta tèttêomlêjotÊg' 
de Fa tjrrannie, comme si tu avais perdei le smâitnest éë- 
tes forces. Tu bénis même dans la détresse oà tu* «s, les* 
modiques bienfaits que tu reçois de h main qui t'bpptfmtS; 

Feiipfe Français, qu'est donc devienne ton énergie ^ ^ie 
le souvenir de ta dignité primitive; johrt i cefuï âés etnhi» 
de tes oppresseurs, exçfce ton noble eoumge. ..... 
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Extraits de Powfrage de J. J. Rousseau intituUt 
DU CONTRACT SOCIAL, 

ou PRINCIPES DU DROIT POLITIdUBT, iic. 
[LimIII; Chapitre VL] 



Mais 
vigueur 



is s'il nV a point de gouvernement qui ait plus de 
iir [que la monarchie], il n'y en a point où la volonté 
particulière ait plus d'empire et domine plus aisément les ' 
autres : tout marche au même but, il est vrai ; mais ce birt 
n'est point celui de la félicité publique, et la force même 
de l'admimstration tourne sans cesse au préjudice de 
l'Etat. 

Les rois veulent être absolus, et de loin on leur crie que 
le meilleur moyen de Tétre est de se faire aimer de leufs ' 
Peuples. Cette maxime est très-belle^ et même très-vraie 
at^ertaihs égards. Malheureusement on s'en moquera tou* ^ 
jours dans. les cours. La puissance qui vient de l'amour " 
des Peuples est sans doute la plus grande ; mais elle est 
précaire et conditionnelle ; jamais les princes ne s'en con-»'' 
teîfiteront. * Les meilleurs rois veulent pouvoir être méehani • 
s^il leur plut, sans cesser d'être les maîtres. Un sermOneur ' 
politique aura beau leur dire que la force du Peuple étant 
la leur, leur plus grand intérêt est que le Peuple soit floris- 
sant, nombreux,' redoutable : ils savent trè»-bien que cela 
' n'est pas vrai. Leur intérêt personnel est premièrement 
que le Peuple soit faible, misérable, et qu'il ne puisse ja- 
mais leur résister. J'avoue <}ue, supposant les sujets tou- 
jours parfaitement soumis, l'mtérêt du prince serait alors 
que le Peuple fut puissant, afin que cette puissance, étant 
la sienne, le rendit redoutable à ses voisins ; mais comme 
cet intérêt n'est que secondaire et subordonné, et que les 
deux suppositions sont incompatibles, il est naturel que Ie3 
princes donnent toujours la préférence à la maxime qui leur 
est le plus immédiatement utile. C'est ce que Samuel re*' 
présentait fortement aux Hél^reux ; c'est ce que Machiavel 
a fait voir avec évidence. En feignant de donner des le- 

fons aux rois, il en a donné de grandes aux Peuples. Le 
^rince de Machiavel est le livre des Républicains. 
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m J. J. BOUI^nEAtJ, ^e. 

•...• Ceux qm pamennent dans les monardhift ne sont k 
plus souvent que de petits brouiOons, de petits frippons, dé 
petits intrigans^ à qui les petits talens qui font dans les cours 
parvenir aux grandes places, ne servent qu'à montrer au 

Ïublic leur ineptie, aussi-tôt qu'ils y sont parvenus. Le 
^euple se trompe bien moins sur ce choix que le prince, et 
un homme d'un vrai mérite est presque aussi rare dans le 
ministère, qu'un sot à la tête d'un gouvernement républi- 
cain 

[Livre m ; CbaiRtre Vm.] 

••••••• 

Ainsi dans la Démocratie le Peuple est le moins 

chargé [de contributions^ ; dans l'aristocratie il l'est j[}a- 
vantage ; dans la monarchie il porte le plus grand poids. — • 

En effet, plus on y réfléchit, plus on trouve en ceci de 
différence entre les Etats libres et les monarchiques : dans 
le premiers tout s'emploie à l'utilité commune ; dans les 
autres, les forces publiques et particulières sont réciproques, 
et l'une s'augmente par l'albiblissement de l'autre: enfin, 
ao lieu de gouverner les sujets pour les rendre heureuxi It 
despotisme les rend misérables pour les gouverii^. 
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PRAGMENS POETiaUES. 



£PIGRAMME.(120) 

Ce mortel profana tous les talens divers, 
Il chanta les vertus, et commit tous les crimes. 
Barbare en action, et philosophe en vers, 
Il charma les mortels dont it fit ses victimes. 



Il noya dans son sang l'Europe et sa Patrie : 
Cent mille hommes par lui reçurent le trépas, 
Aucun n'en a reçu la vie. 



(tSl) Non, mon cher Agathon, je ne suis point changé ; 

Exempt, tu le sab bien, de maint sot préjugé, 

J'ai de tout temps bai, frondé la tyrannie, 

Détesté l'esclavage ; et mon sombre génie, 

En secret révolté contre l'oppression, 

N'avait pas attendu la révolution. 

J'ai senti le besoin d'un autre ordre de choses; 

Grâce au Ciel, il existe ; et toi, tu me supposes 

Contre ce qui s'est fait un injuste chaçrin ; 

Non, si je gronde ici, c'est en Répubhpain, 

C'est en homme qui craint que de ce titre insigne, 

Plus d'un Français encore ne soit pas assez digne ; 

Qui voit avec oouleur qu'on n'est point pénétré, 

De cet esprit public, et de ce feu sacré, 

Dont devait enflamer l'amour le la Patrie. 

De cent traits généreux mon ame est attendrie^ 



(120) This epignun waimiélfli Frederic II. king of Prussia, sur 
aamed thb «RiàT ; adi a great tyrant and butcher of men be was. 
He died August 17th, 1766. Aionaparte it appears attempted to imi- 
tale him in several respects, even in trifles of dress ke, and surpassed 
biffl lar in tyranny and bloodshed. 

The 6ftb line f leave out. , 

(121) These Unas occur in a small piece published in the lioM of A6 
FkWeb tevohition. 
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134 FltAGIklBm 

Mais mon ami, combien de basses acUonSi 

De calculs ténébreux, de viles passions ! 

Chez la pluspart combien de froideur, d'égoisme ! 

Qu'il est, sous le manteau d'un beau Patriotisme, 

Des traitres, d'intrigans, d'avides fournisseurs ! 

Et tout cela, pourquoi ? C'est qu'on n'a point de mœurs ^ 

C'est que tout a changé, tout, excepté les hommes. 

Et que nous mêiue enfin, oui tousj tant que nous sommes, 

Ne semblons pas encore assez bien convaincus 

Qu'on n'est Républicain qu'a force de vertus. 



Le 10 Thermidor^ ou la mort de Rohespi«rre.{l23) 

air: pauvre jaques. 
1. 
Ah ! pauvre Peuple, adieu le siècle d'or, 

N'attends plus que peine et misère: 
Il est passé dès le dix Thermidor, ' 
Jour qu'on immola Robespierre. 
Quand il vivait, il allégeait nos maux, 

Il avait toute notre estime : 
Les decemvirs, pour perdre ce héros, 
L'accusent de leur propre crime. 
2. 
Brave Saint-Just, trop sensible Côuthon, 
Vous deviez être aussi victimes ; 
. De Scévola, de Socrate et Caton, 
Vous eûtes les vertus sublimes ; 
Et les tyrans qui, sous le siècle d'or, / 

Avaient perdu tout leur empire. 
Pour le reprendre au jour de Thermidor, 
Décrétèrent de vous détruire. 

Et vous, Lebas, Robespierre 6econd,(123) 
Vous aviez à défendre un frère ; 

(122) This song, and the following, occur in a publication entitled» 
^ CtVM det pièces iùisiei dans U lœtU que BabcestfocctqmU^ &e. 
(UB) &obefpierre the jorniger, a brother of M. 1. Bobespierr^i^ 
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La mort ne fit point pâlir votre front, 

Et vous fûtes des Kobespierres. 
Peuple, il n'est plus cet heureux siècle d'or 

Où tu n'avais pas de misère : 
Tu n'es plus rien. — Dès le dix Thermidor, 

Tu manques de tout sur la terre. 
4, 
Commune,(124) aussi tu fus de leur comjdot, 

Avec eux tu brisas le trône ; 
Pour t'en punir, tu meurs sur l'échafaud. 

Et c'est le sénat qui l'ordonne. 
Il nous ravit cet heureux siècle d^or. 

Et nous plonge dans la misère, 
En égorgeant, aux jours de Thermidor, 

Nos magistrats et Robespierre. 
5. 
Vous périssez, Citoyens et soldats. 

Animés d'un zèle civique ; 
Mais votre mort peut entraîner — ^hélas ! 

La chute de la République. 
O eénéreux martyrs de Thermidor, 

Amis de la Démocratie, 
Nous n'aurions pas, si vous viviez encore, 

De rois, ni d'aristocratie ! 
6. 
Républicains qui^ dans ces jours d'horreur. 

Sûtes échapper au carnage, 
Rallions-nous, ..•.•• 



Un code infâme a trop long-temps 

Asservi les hommes aux hommes : 

Tombe le règne des brigands ! 

Sachons enfin où nous en sommes. 

RéveiUez-vous à notre voix, ^ 

£t sortez de la nuit profonde, f x^,^,,^ > . > 

Peuple ! resaisissez vos droits, ( ^^om général. 

Le soleil luit pour tout le monde. ^ 

(194) Tbeeity of Paris. 
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Pourquoi mille esclaree rampans 
Autour de quatre à cinq despotes ? 
Pourquoi des petits et des grands ? 
Levez-vous braves sans-culottes. (125) 
Réveillez vous^ Sic, 

Dans l'enfance du genre humain, 
On ne vit point d'or, point de guerre 
Point de ran^, point de souverain, 
Point de luxe, point de misère ! 



Hélas ! bientôt l^ambition, 
En s'appuyant sur rimposturê, 
Osa de Pusurpatioo 
Méditer le plan et l'injure. 
Réveillez-vous, &c. 

On vit des princes, des sujets. 
Des opulens, des misérables ; 
On vit des maîtres, des valets, 
La veille tous étaient semblables. 
Réveiliez-vouS) &C* 

Ou nom de lais et d'instituts 
On revêt l'affreuK brigandage ; 
On nomme crimes les vertus, 
Et la nécessité pillage. 
Réveillez-vous, &c. 



Et vous, Lycurgues des Français, 
OMarat! Saînt-Just ! Robe^pien 



ierre ! 

|t2A) DaM tiQ autre eodroit on trame ïûè ligties stnniiïfv « 

Pourquoi tnHIeescTavcs ratnpaas 
Au pied d'un seul que tout secondé ? 
Founjuoi (les petits et des grands ? 
lit soleil tait pour tout Je iDoi»4e. 



.^Google 



I^ETIQUjBI. ^37 



Déjà de vos saces projets 
Nous sentions l'effet salutaire ; 



Déjà vos sublimes travaux 

Nous ramenaient à la nature : 

Qiiel est leur prix? Les échafauds, * 

Ijes assassinats, la torture. 

RéveilIez-vous, &c. 

L'or de Pitt et la. voix d'Anglas 
Ont ouvert un nouvel abime : 
Rampez ou soyez scélérats,(126) 
Choisissez la mort ou le crime. 
Réveillez-vous, &c. 

D'un trop léthargique sommeil, 
Peuples, rompez l'antique charmée 
Par le plus terrible réveil, 
Au crime heureux portez l'alarme. 
Prêtez l'oreille a notre voix, 
Et sortez de la nuit profonde, 
Peuples ! resaisissez vos droits, 
Le soleil luit pour tout le monde. 

(IS6) Le sens est éTidefflaMot, à ce qui me parait i RampM, ou at« 
iMdez-vous à toe dénommé leélérats, à loumîr perséeotioD : senle* 
sent par le erime d'abandtoner lacanie du Peuple vont pouvez évi- 
ter «m mort violente. 
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WAR SCENES. 



Kxtrncts from mrhm communimtioTU, imertêi in a ptMica- 
Hon entithd ; An account aftke distresses in Germamff fyc* 

„ „ We bave yet here [in Leip^ic, Nov. J 613,] a 

pi\>digiou3 number of sick and wounded j — upwards of 
30,000 

, Many thouf^antïs of the inhabitant!? af the mljacent 

Tillages and hamlets, landed Proprietors, Farmers, Ecolêsl» 

asticks, are with theîr families perishing of hunger. .*U| 

All around is one wide waste, 

i [PagelL] 

One of the first measures taken by Davoust m preparing 
Ham burgh for the impending seige, was to take from the 
Foundling Hospital some hundreds of children, from infan* 
cj to tweUe years of age, and conduct them to a village 
about two miles from the city, and there turn them adrifl 
in an open field, to be picked up by the country-people oç 
perish ! 

Fifty thousand inhabitants [of Hamburgj] I say 

50,000, and perhaps even 70,000^ have left, and partly been 
driven from their homes, destitute of all meas^ .-,, 

[Page 160 

At Christmas and New-Ycar^'s Evej [1313^] large bodies 
of inhabitants were turned out : young and stout pei'sons, as 
being dangerous ; and old and infirm ones, as being useless 
consumers. Soldiers and police-oflScers entered the bouses 
by night, dragged the unhappy people from their beds, 
suifered them hardly to dress themselves, much less to 
take any thing with tbem^ confined them for some hours 
in churches, and turned thousands of ibem, at day-break, 

out of the gates ,. From the hospitals and infirmaries, 

old and weak persons were driven in herds out of the Al- 
tona Gate; *.,, four of them were upwardi of a hundred 
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jears old. Some, having been unaccustomed for a lei^Ëtli 
of time, to the air, and exposed half naked, to a cold orld 

degrees, {Reaum.) turned mad Daroyst ordered the 

infirmary called tne Pest-hof, situated without die town, to 
be burned ; .... DuriAg that night, the sick were thrown in 
the snow on the neighbouring fcld, where they lay till wag- 
gons arrived, on which the nervous, blind, maniacs, and 
those afRicted with infectious diseases, were promiscuously 
laden. 

[Page 33.] 

That part of Saxony lying between the Bohemian firon- 
tier and Dresden, including nearly all its villages, has of late 
been visited by the most direful calamities . ' 

The tenuitry of these once flourishing districts, house* 
less and without bread, are now suffering under the roost 
fiital contagious sickness; of 36,000 inhabitants, 10,00^ 
are afliicted with infectious fevers,, and 6000 have alreai^ 
fallen victims to their direful effects. 

More than fourteen hundred families (for twenty-five 
villages are wholly destroyed) are exposed almost naked, 
to the inclemency of winter, and have not even straw enough 
to lie upon. 

[Page 38.] 

We saw daily, thousands of sick and mutilated soU 

diers arrive here, [at Erfurt,] in the most wretched con« 

dition, emaciated with hunger and eaten up by vermin 

It was a dreadful scene — many had died on the road ; 
othejhs died in the streets. 



JËxtractsfram a periodteal publication entitled : The Friend 
. , of Peace. 

[No. III. Page 6.] 

.... Thus closed that memorable day, [Sept. 7th, 1 
and with it terminated the lives of dghty thousand h\ 
T 
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itwp' ••«• In the i^sce of a square league ûfùtM every 

ipot vffts eo¥ered mUh the killed and wounded But 

4èP most bemd spectacle was the interior of the ravbes ; 
aknc^t.aU the wounded who were able to drae themselv;^ 
along had taken refuge there, to avoid the shot. These 
miserable wretches heaped one upon anotbf r, and almost 
lu&cated mth blood, uttefii^ the most dreadful groansg 
and invobijEig death with piercing cries» eagerly besought 
lis to put an end to their torments. [See^ Laàaume*s circumr 
itantial JVurrattve of the Campaign inRusêia ; pa^e 148.] 

[No. III. pace 12.] 

•«.. Three t|imisand prisoners were broD^t from Mos* 
c6w. Haraig nothmc; to give them during the mwi^ 
diey were at night driven into a narrow fold like so many 
beasts. Without &e, and without food, they iqr on the 
6aie ice, and to assuage the hunger that tortured them, 
t^ose who had not courage to die, nightly fed on the fledi 
of their companions, whom fatigue^ misery, and famine had 
^destroyed. .... 

' Nov. 01 The soldiers vainly strugritng with the snow ;... 
il^yw many uafoftmiate beia^ on rais dreadful day, dying 
of cold and famine, struggled bs^d with the açonies « 
death. Stretched on the road, we could distinguish only 
the heaps of snow which covered them, and which at al- 
most eveiy st^ formed little uodulations, like so many 
finaves. x ^ 

Plo. lit Page 15, 17 and !>] 

^ «... At length the Russians advanced in a mass^ At the 
inght of the enemy, the artillery, the baggage waggons, the 
cavalry and the foot soldiers, all pressed on, contending 
which should pass first. The strongest threw into the river 
those who were weaker, and hindered their passif, or un*' 
feelingly trampled under foot tdl the sick they found in 
their way. Many hundreds were crushed to death by the 
wheels of die cannon. Thousands and thousuids of vie» 
lâfAs, deprived of all hope^ direw themselvesllcMMfliHigifitD 
4h%iBeiieri0a^ and m^ lost m aie wat^ 
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The roQte wms covered witb sdd^rs, .... Some had loiH; 
thmr faearti^, othev^tfaehr speech^ 9mé womy^ by excessive 
cold^and hunger^ were redoced to a siMé of frfti^ic stu- 
ptdity, ..... 

We gave up to pili^e the raagv^iic» ^ich were 

amply stored. .... The soldiers drank to exeess, aoid more 
than 2000 of them, completely intoxicated, slept' upon 
the snow/ Benumbed with cold, they all i^erishea. 

On the morning of the îSth of December, out of f(Hir 
hundred thousand warriors, who had crossed the Niémen 
at the opening of the campaign, scarcely 2(^00& men re- 
passed it, .... 

|_The Friend of Peace remarks,] The sanie> spirit uni- 
formly prevails in war. Similar scenes of havoc and hor- 
ror, similar outrages and distress^, have been witnessed in 
other wars, but commonly on a smaller scale. 

From J. FatoceWs poem : CivUized War. 

" CwUizti War ! in every shifting view 
111 suits thee, fiend accurs'd, so fair a name. 
Though in the field a smoother form thou wear 
Than thy wild sister, hag of craggier shape, 
/D A feller fury thou ! for on thee wait 
Intenser sufferings, and a wider scene. 
With varied woes, thine ample mischief fills.** 

*^ Yet âiis same act,, whieb e'én though singly doiie^ 
If naked seen, such shuddering horror raoveSi 



when it is done 



With all its tinsel on it, with its pomp 
And robe about it, by a numerous trocfi . 
Whom, ermined Migbtiaecss cottu^wdii^aiid ke^s-^ 
(Say rambow botchers !-^ 



• the amiable tice 



Ifid in maenificeujce and drowii*d in state^^ 
Loses the fend ; receives thé aOuiicBl)^ ni^ibô 
Of GLORIOUS Ivar!** — 
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** If bot some feirlffenlrops 
Bloth on the grotuid, for him, whose impious hmd 
Tbo scanty purple sprinkled, a keen search 
' Commences straight : but if a sea be sçih— 
But if a. déluge spread its boundless stain. 
And fields be flooded from the yeins ^f man. 
O'er die red plain no solemn coroner 
His inquisition holds. If but one corse, 
With murder'd sign upon it, meet the eye 
Of pale discovery in the lone recess. 
Justice begins the chace : When high are oiled 
Mountains of slain, the large enormous guilt, 
Safe in its size, too vast for laws to whip, • 
Trembles before no bar.'' 



KZTaACTs raoiM TaACT bntitlb» : 

A MOMENTOUS ADDRESS 

TO THB 

PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND; l^<t 

By on independent friend to radictd reform. — 

London: printed by J. Bailey ^ 116 Chancery-lane^ 1310. 



The greatest evils always-attend-sLavery, and a state of 
subjection ; no national happiness is to be foimd but there 
where true liberty exists; where every one enjoys Ids 
rights as a freeman, and continually exercises them. ' 



Unless the Almighty Lord of heaven and earth orders 
and fixes the. civil institutions of a People, (which otdy todc 
fteee in ancient times, in the case of the Jewish People, 
whom God favoured by giving them, through Mo|es, a con» 
stitution; fixing a form of government, which *has been 
with respect to its immediate Head, termed a Theocracy, 
but was m its form and spirit republican ; dividing the land 
into equal parts among |hem, with many precautions against 
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SeatinequaUtj of pç^seissionkin following ^s, &c.) unless 
is tidies place, no legal power can eii^t in any Country ^ 
but by being bestowed by tbe expressed will of the Peo- 
ple ; and power so bestowed can be only a trust. The 
People are every where naturally the source of all power; 
the natural Sovereign ; and all persons iq power are their 
trustees, their delegates ; so that whatever may be the title 
they bear, they are in fkct persons employed by the People 
in tneir service, and servants to the People, who are the 
or^nal Sovereign. 

Wherever persons in power are not in such a relation Up- 
wards the People they are TyrantSy and have no legal 
Eower whatever ; they may be compared to robbers, who 
aving broken into a house, and bound the inhabitants, tbe 
masters of the house, then command them. to tell where 
their money is to be found ;— ^for fear ofdealbthe inhabi- 
tants obey. Thus the French People, so deserving of our 
commiseration, oberthe odious despot, Buonaparte. And 
much the same it is' in all the countries on the continent. 
Whoever is not intrusted with his power by the full and un- 
equivocally manifested will of tbe People, is a tyrant, not 
,a trustee. And whether his forefathers swayed tbe same 
sceptre or not, there id no difference. 

A trust can be taken by the proprietor from his trustee 
when the former thinks fit : this is the nature of the thing. 

So tbe People, from whom alone all legal power ema- 
ni^es, have a right to take back their trusts, to appoint 
other trustees, or tQ make a change in the nature of the 
trust, as they think proper, and whenever they think proper ; 
they are tbe free proprietors of all political power whatever. 

A patriotic writer has lately said :*^^^ It appears to me, 
" that the yi«fufam6nto{prtnc^Ie« of the British Constitution 
'^ may be reduced to the following maxims :—r First, That 

^' tbe People are tbe source of power. Another grand 

'^ maxim of our constitution is, that the People have alright 
^' to be iheir ovm Lefrislaiors.^^Tins rieht was at first exer-^ 
^' cised in their own persons, every Freeman having ori- 

>^ ginally a vote in tbe making of Laws The third 

^.^ grand principle of our Constitution is, the rigki o( evieiry 
^^ man to be tried by his Peers. A fourth principle, inter* 
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<^Wô7en with our ConstitatioD, is tbut of RiXgimu li^ 

People ! proprietors of cdl legai power ; pr^prieêêrê ti 
SovERCiGNTT ! all tfaesc are yotur rights, ibr ever undiev^ 
able! 

They are yoar natoral, yolir sacred rig!its,«s men ; eve» 
ly man upon his bein^ of age becomes a member of soei- 
ety, a member of the Sovereign People, and possesses 
these unalienable rights for life. 

You cannot deprive your posterity of »iy of these i^its^; 
TOur forefathers could not deprive you of them. 

The rights are lasting ; but a People may be «nnpelled 
to suffer such institutions to take place, as will deprive them 
and their posterity of the power of executing their rights; ^ 
yet in such, a casé the People have still the sameri^ts; 
they have consequently the right of tiàmg back their 
jMToperty, by every means ; the right of pisrtting themsehris 
in tbe free and unlimited execution and enjoyment of all 
their rights. They have the right of lawful insurrection.^^ 
Resistance against oppression is the natural right of man, 
' and in many circumstances a most^sacred duty, by the pei^ 
formini^ of which he may save himself, his chihlren, and hk 
Country from a shocking state of increasing subjectHm and 
^very with all the numerous train of woes inseparably at- 
tending it. So, the first Brutus, with a few noble-mindbd 
Romans, pulled down the throne, and fixed a Republic 
where the Sovereign People exercised their r^Cs ; tiÉtts 
he laid the foundation of Rome's happiness and grandeur.*^ 
So the Athenians drove Pimtratus out, fixed œ excettetit 
democratical government) and became happy, aad their 
oit^ renowncfd for wisdom and learning above aK o4her 
ciiies. — So the Dutch Peq>le, 'when not aBovred la «Ctér 
freely their religious sentiments, and heavily burthened mth 

taxes, in the latter part of the srxteentb century rose 

op, most formidably, for their politico and religioiffi fi- 
berty, .... 

Even when a People are not compeHéd, but sedue^dCo 
^e over the emoyment of some r^hf, when ev^i diey 
yield an^ paM of their rights, even Sen such tm âet i»ûf 
no validity ; for the right3 of mm are mfiali^iaMe , ...* 



Digitized by VjOOQ.IC 



ADDRESS. 14^ 

Thus in all siiuatioqs whatever, in erery GcHmtrjr, the 
People, the source of all legal power, do possess those 
rights, and they are the Sovereigns in strictness of lan- 

But one may have a right, and one may in the mean 
time be unable to enjoy it. One has a right to take snuff 

St of the box whieh be b^mbt, to send the box to a friend, 
K but as soon as the box is stolen from him he cannot 
make use of hb right, though he has the same right, though 
he is the only legal proprietor of the box, and has a riwt 
to endeavour to recover the same. So the master of toe 
faouse, lying bound and unable to move, jbeholding the rob* 
bers taking away his things, has a right to drive them out^ 
but he cannot then enjoy it. 

So the unhappy situation of many a People is now-a- 
days } but their robbers found it impossible, howeveri. to 
bind the large family quite so that they cannot move ; if 
only, to save the whole family, they have virtue and cou- 
rage enough to encounter some danger, if only they are 
not frightened by the example of those generous persons, 
who, defending the oppressed family, fell victims to the 
wralli of the cruel ^robbers^ then they con move, they can 
nse up, .... 

A» very learned and renowned political author, (J. J. 
Rousseau,) acknowledges and fixes the true principle that 
a People may choose and fix any kind of government or 
constitution, which they like for the moment ; but be in 
the sanÉetimei fixçs, that under a^ry government the Peo- 
ple ouf^t to meet on fixed times, [for instance the first day 
<^the tlurd and of the ninth month of the ye.ar,] without 
f^ed of any decree or ^convocation from the governmeiA, 
and, in the first [dace, answer, as Sovereign, on these two 
iquestions: 

^ First : Whether the Sovereign People choose that the 
eidsting form of government ^all last unaltered i 

Secondly : Whether the People choose to continue the 
-same^rioiis in power, or to nominate other trustees ? 

A most neçessat^ mi useful institution indeed thk would 
be, to make it pomble for the People to show their sove* 
reign vrill moat regularly» 
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Without sucli meetings of the People in their full 3ôre- 
reîgîi capacity, frefjuentiy taking place, it may be often- 
times quite uncertain if the People still approve the consti- 
lution, laws, trustees, &£, and consequently it is then un- 
certain whether any power be still lawful. 

Indeed where the People do not meet often, regularly, 
and in their full capacity of somite of dl legal powen and 
only trut Sovereign, iheir liberty is not secured to them ; 
men in power may break whenever they like through all 
institutions, (a constitution, an oath even, is a web of a spi- 
der for many of them,) and may trample un the sacred 
rights and liberties of the People, Experience and history 
warns us by manifold examples. Then often the People 
9tart astonished, full of indignation, but not having the pro- 
-per means at hand for defending their liberties, and for put- 
ting a check to their oppressors, these go on, execute eve- 
ry despotical measure by military or other means, and if 
not in time restrained and punished by the People in some 
uncommon and awful way, they finish, by bringing the Peo- 
ple under the yoke of extreme slavery ; they establis^h and 
. fix, on a fast footing, a quite despotical government, leav* 
ing still for some time the idle names of liberty, Sec, to the 
unhappy People j for whom insurrection has then become 
almost impossible ; and who see not long after^ with slav- 
ish indifference^ their country fall a conquest to foreign ty- 
rants. So the fate of Rome was Î 

In France, a few years since, in 1792, 1793, and a part 
of 1 794, true liberty began to be enjoyed j the rights of 
the People, the sacred rights of man, were then acknow^- 
ledged. The people, all unprejudiced Patriotic men in 
France, were constantly united in their clubs, watching 
over government, which through all obstacles and dangers 
nobly trod the path which the public desire pointed out t9 
them. A constitution was presented to the sovereign Feo* 
pie to acce()t of it, and thereby to convert it into a law, or 
to reject it in their full power; eveir freeman came up to 
his primary assembly and gave his free vote, and the con- 
stitution proved to be accepted by the French sovereign 
People. Of aboat 24 milliga^, composing then the FreQch 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



people, almost nobody bad given a negad^ rote. Tbis 
constitution, prefaced by a declaration of the for ever un- 
aliénable rights of man, should be known by every one w1k> 
vakies his rights and his. happiness. This monument of 
tnie wisdom and truth deserves our high esteem and me- 
ditation ; the for ever true political. principles are therein 
brought into practice, and the unalienable rights of every 
man, when and wherever he lives, and under whatever form 
of government he may find himself, are declared with plato 
words, and comprehensible even to the least enlightened 
understanding. 

The right of liberty, being the right of freely doing eve- 
ry thing not contrary to the rights of others, is declared Ja 
the first place ; farther, equality of all men before the law; 
the right of every one to resist oppres3ion ; full religious li- 
berty, and perfect equality of riçuts, &c. for the individuals, 
whatever their feelings may be m respect to religious con- 
ceptions ; the rights of property and safety ; that nothing 
can be legally forbidden, but what is pernicious and harm- 
ful to human society ; that no man shall be seized, &c« 
but aiïcording to law, and to the forms prescribed by it ; 
never prosecuted but for acts forbidden by law ; never tried 
but by judicial authority, nor punished but exactly so as 
law commands ; full unlimited freedom of the press, it be- 
ing an unalienable right belonging to^every one, to com- 
municate his feelings ^and opinions to others, in any such 
way as he may think fit ; that the People- are the Sover 
reign, and have always a right to tnake any change they 
like in their constitution and even to establish a qiute di^ 
ferent /ori» of government, as their sovereignty, their right 
tO'changes,and every other unalienable ri^t, does last un- 
der every form of government; that their delegates caa 
Jmss decrees about some temporary matters, but can go no 
àrther than to propose laws to the People, who in a regu- 
lar manner, described by the constitution, may show their 
disapprobation within forty days, after which time, if the 
fixed number of freemen has claimed this, the whole Peo- 
ple is' called upon to meet (every one in his primary assem- 
bly, very neax to his house,) and to decide by yes or no 
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on the proposed law *{*) ia^xes, peace or war, kc, ^. am 
counted amongst laws, consequently submitted to the deci- 
sion of the People ;(f ) the delegates are only chosen for a 
limited, and not a long time ; on the day fixed by the con- 
stitution, the People meet to choose new delegates instead 
of those who go out, and can chooae anew those who show- 
ed themsekes friends to the People^ rejecting the others, 
and electing in their stead worthier trustees; only on the 
true and pure ground of the real population the number of 
primary asaemblies is fixed, such a collection of them as re* 
suits from a population of 39,000 to 41,000 souls returns 
one déleste, and consequently for the same number of 
men over the whole country^ one trustee is nominated j no 
t)orough% no town's delegates, no inequality, nota fairway 
for corruption and the getting in of creatures of govern* 
ifient!— No nobility, not one freeman exalted by tnrtk 
without merits above another, no vain and debasing titles 
given by one man to his fellow Î — Farther, this constitution 
iistes, „., & govemmeut without king ; the legislative, judi* 
<!ial, and executive power well separated, the latter not too 
tuigbty and strictly responsible ; justices of the peace, trial 
by jury, and many other good regulations to preserve man's 
-greatest treasurcj liberty ! And the Declaration of rights 
states, that in case of oppression j insurrection is the most 
sacred and the most indispensable duty of the People, and of 
tvertf PORTION pf tke Peoph*, and that those who usurp 
tile sovereignty ought to be put to death by freemen. 

This constitution, the full introduction of which was pre- 
vented by the dreadfulexternal situation of France in those 
times, the armies of the coalition covering a considerable 
part of her territory, whilst the most daring and danger- 
ous conspiracies J for rcerecting the ancient throne and an- 
cient slavery, followed each other,— this constitution is even 

(*) Very rïgM îfi»r the d^nition of the wore tew, is, that it h the ex- 
presJïion of im common vmhmîm or will ^ whtn it be not nut^ m et^ 
^Tv^Ettm of the vvW] of the People, then it is no tshVt ^^it may be 90 Uih 
l^wiul order %h-en by oppressors, „„, 

(t) A new penai code, founded on bane volent enligbtened priDci|ilfifil^ 
.**.* was ^botit those times tirooght iato act bo. 
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«ow t^ ôttly ktwM constitution of the Firench Sovereign 
People ; as that People never revoked it, nor ever after- 
wards, freely, universally, or lawfully suibmoned, met again^ 
to give a free vote on a proposed constitution, whilst the 
best part of the People, more, than once, in the following 
years of aristocratical egression, claimed that constitution 
at the peril of their lives, until quite silenced by reiterated 
murder, imprisonment, and deportation, of nearly alt thé 
worthy eminent friends and leaders of the People. 

As long as the principles of this constitution were, in sotné 
degree, constantly practised by the administration, the 
French People enjoyed liberty, they enjoyed hapmness*, 
even amidst all the combined powerful attempts of tne in- 
ward and outward enemicfs of liberty to crush them. Thé 
great strife triumphantly went on to the astonishment of 
thousands ; the enemy's armies evacuated the French ter- 
ritory- A free People watching and defending their rights, 
their liberty, cannot be subjugated. Popular songs catt 
this time the golden age.(^) But, alas ! the People began 
flow to feel less anxious about the preservation of their li- 
berty, they thought it was now more safe, but the friend to 
Kbcrty should always be in fear for the loss of his great trea- 
sure, and keep always watching. Their meetings, their 
clubs, were no more so fervently and patriotically fre5[uent- 
ed ; and now a great number of wicKed members in thé 
National convention, till this time kept in awe and to theil- 
duty by the watching eye of the People, which threatened 
every malefactor with condign puhisfament, conspired, 
(joinmg themselves to some desperadoes who feared the 
^^msequences of their peculation, unless saved by the im- 
ttiediate death of the best IHends to the People and to jus- 
tice and rectitude, whom they codd pot win, nor prevent 
otherwise their disclosures,) darindy attacked the best and 
ijiost emment Democrats and founders of liberty,(f) declar- 
er ËAçland then being at war with France, and^ the Er^glisb gorern* 
nttitvntitb in ftiar, IM th^pniaoiples t»r (ralfa and liberty shèaM tnak0 
iopprefsipD» upon Eog^i^ «iiii4l« r$pofts quite opposite to toml^ werf 
berQ circi;4ated^ ]£Ten qow wb»t $terie« a^e tojd ^^ (^t^cenpiipg tj^ 
Continent, 
(t) The ninth day ef ThemkidoTf^Slih of Juif, 1794. 
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ed them outlawed, had tbem surprised and seized, together 
with the worthy m agist rate s of Paris, by military force, in 
th« night, identified, and put to death the same day, (July 
26th 1794,) hy a set of men called together by them, un- 
der the name of a court, — clubs were shut^ the press fet- 
tered, and liberty drowned in the blood of hundreds of De- 
mocrats, (often called Jacobms,) murdered within a few 
weeks. Since that time aristocratic a I oppression look place ; 
the best Patriots generously formed, in vain, several virtu- 
ous combinations to restore iiberiy,— they fell, martyrs to 
the great cause of the People ; and the People at last fell 
under the despotical sceptre of the most odious tyrant, who 
now, as a tiger thirsting for blood, depopulates France, and 
com pells her youth to spread slaughter and destruction 
over the terri ( or i es of faithful allies and worthy neighbour- 
ing Nations ; fattening, throughout Europe, the ground 
with French blood. These are the dreadful, shocking con- 
sequences of want of vigilant and fervent activity, when li- 
berty is only in danger, not yet quite lost. 

How happy and glorious was the fate of North Ameri* 
ca, when struggling for independence and liberty, when all 

the People were heartily mterested in that struggle • 

What an exalting sight for the Philarithropist, the intro- 
duction of the different constitutions in their diff'erent 
States, and their acknowledgment of so many a sound 
principle and right, was ! And how happy they were for 
several years, enjoying true liberty, soon becoming a large^ 
mighty, Rcpublh;, almost free fmm natiouaf debtj free 
from burdens and taxes, and preserving peace with every 
Country, whilst every where kings and their minista^s kin- 
dled the most bloody and reiterated wars, and augmented 
taxes to an insupportable height 

If the ..» do not take to heart the warning examples before 
their eyes, they too may be soon enslaved, the evil may soon 
triumph, and liberiy and happiness be utterly extinguished. 
Dreadful consequences of mcreasing indifference about 
public affairs, and want of watch aâd activity. May the 
perceive the necessity of the Sovereign People's be- 
ing itself the regularly working Check, upon government. 
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May they 3ee the danger of leaving much power in one 
person's hands ! May they fulfil their duties as Patriots^ 
without losing any more time, and may happiness, peace, 
and liberty, be tbeir reward, and the dear reward of their 
posterity, in their flourishing Republic ! 

Meetings, and clubs, are above description useful and 
necessary ; ibcy and a free press, are the great bulwarks of 
liberty ; they ace the means of propagating political know- - 
ledge ; the means of making universally known what takes 
place concerning the dear interests of the Country; by tbem 
cool hearts are wanned, and the sleeping feelings of duty 
and Patriotism awakened ; they contribute to keep in awe 
wicked men in power. — ^As in an encamped army, when in 
danger from the enemy, ..». so the true friends to the Peo- 
ple, the true friends to liberty, should watch ! Their posi- 
tion requires it more urgently : the enemies of liberty are 
more dangerous, they are inside, amongst the People, 
wolves in sheep's slans sometimes, and their dangerous 
arms are, cunning, and deceit, together often with all the 
military force of a realm, and immense treasures, extracted 
from the People 

after a victory the People gathered together, to dis- 
tribute the booty ; when displeased with their chief they 
turned him o^t of his office ;«-hso in ancient times^ as histo- 
ry teaches us with full certainty, People gpvemed them- 
selves. — But, alas ! soon the chiefs began to assume more 
power; and after some centuries, those chiefs, those con- 
ductors in war, had fixed an oppressing power, and over- 
ruled the People. Some People drove their tyrants out^ 
as did Rome, and Athens ; some People preserved a part 
of their power and liberties, so the Germans and French 
met to choose their kings or chiefs, and the latter, or part 
of the latter, in less remote times, to consent to taxes and 
Jaws. During a long time your forefathers still met to 
choose a king, and to decide great matters. — Yet, in g^n^ 
ral, oppression gained ground every where, advancing in 
truth slowly, but uninterruptedly ; and when even repulsed 
by anv happy rising of the People, by any happy j^voln- 
tion, &c. from the very moment it advanced a^n. 
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Thas tbey who were instituted for the defence and good 
of the People, the governors and managers of tbe publie 
affairs, tbe idngs, he, became tbe worst and most danger*^ 
ous enemies lt> the People, (*) Destrajing the liberties of 
the People, in them oppressiun is combined with treache- 
ry ; they destroy where they are bound to protect. — Since 
a series of ages, this strife between tbe governors and the 
Paople, this strife between liberty and a[ -pression, happi- 
ness and w^oe, took place. Ever» in the Bo man Republic, 
the Patricianê ever atteraptfid to assume an aristocrat! cal 
power, and to shut the People out from the powerful su- 
perintendance of the public affairs, and from the manage- 
ment of them ; a long lime the fall of liberty was deferred, 
by magistrates chosen by the People for the purpose of 
^controlling every tyrannical act of govern ment J whose de- 
crees they could break by the word, *'l^e^o ; I forbid it j*' 
and still more by the People themselves, by often meeting 
in their Sovereign capacity, and passing laws and decrees ; 
and by sometimes stedfastly refusing obedience to the se- 
nate (for instance when a war began and they were called 
to arms) until this governing assembly consented to drop 
some measure which the People disliked. In other Coun- 
tries other institutions were carefully j and seemingly skiU 
fullyj invented, to put a check to government, thus to pre- 
vent any violation of libert}", and to place the People in full 
safely in respect to it, ,„... But are institutions, rules, or 
ïawâ, in themselves able to restrain those who have the 
power in their hands? Who have all the power of tbt 
sword and purse t Who may bestow lucrative dignities, &c, 
&c, ? Alas * paper barriers ! Can the constituéîon lay hands 
nn its violator ? Can the law inflict itself the condign pun- 
ishment ? Or are the People to trust that no more than one 
branch of government shall deviate from duty, and eertaio- 
ly be controlled by the others ? Idle dreams ! Britons re- 
member only a (ew things, of all which yon saw and expe- 
rienced in the last years I A watcbing active People, exe- 
cuting their Sovereign Power, is the oklt e^caciom check 

t*) S^e, CAffo'i kU€rt ,* of €?n^# on libtTiy^ uvil flad rdî^&Uf^ Êtt. 
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upon government ; — ^and even a constitution wiAout this, 
is as a law against an act of felony would be, if no court, no 
Biagistrnte, no police oiBcer, &c. were to be found ; the 
virtuous might obey the law, every wicked person would 
have the power of transgressing unpunished. 

To lea^ve much power in the hands of one man, to 

leave it in his hands for life, even when decrepitude, or 
otlier causes, have injured his intellectuall powers, to let, af- 
ter his death, his eldest son take his place, only because he 
is his eldest son, are things which present themselves to 
every reflecting mind as being so unreasonable as they are 
dangerous. Who of you would appoint a steward for life ? 
He might prove a villain, or become by some cause unfit 
and unable for his business* Who would appoint the eldest 
son of the steward for his successor, even ere the child v^^as 
born, nor knowing whether he might not be the most dull 
boy in the world, or become a ipost wicked person ; and 
then, when the father died, trust to the son, he might be a 
vouth, a boy, a little infant, the whole stewardship, or at 
kast let all things be managed in the little one's name, and 
by bis friends ! — If any man behaved so, most certainly we 
all would think him to be insane. — And if the kinship be 
an employment which requires no rational man, itit be an 
idle name, only fit to promote the views and interests of 
ministers, and men in power, to be a shelter for them, and 
ihe means to throw dust in the eyes of the People, and to 
«coil their sound ideas, what wise People should not then 
dislike, longer i&gwt their mUlions yemrly, to pay this deeeiv- 
itèg play. The fate of a country where at the death of a 
king his successor is chosen by the nobility, has often prov- 
ed still worse, in such a country often the most bloody civil 
wars have taken place between the rivals aspiring to 1i)e 
throne. Very often the following evils attend, among 
m^ny others, a pionarchical government.(127) Men, truljr 
great, seldom having a liking to court the king, and by 
jBeans of flattery to become his favourites, the kmg is sur<-^ 

(127) What solemn warning respecting this subjeet is contained m 
i SaçQQel VIII ! See aisp 1 Samnel Xfi, 16---19 ; and Judg^ VIII, 
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rounded by base, selfishj and deceitrul pcrsonSj wbo flallcfr 
his passions, and lliese often bring thfi greatest evils on the 
country ; so the caurtiers of fjoiiis XiV flattered him as ilie 
greatest hera, and bmu;^bt liim to reit*;rated unjust wars, 
till, on bis death-bed, that renowned conqueror saw with 
deep sorrow how be had wasted the French blood and 
treasure, and brought France, though seemingly mighly 
and victorious, to a state of utmost weakness and dansjer. 
Amongst such base flattererSj or their favourites, the king 
chooses his ministers, who only anxious for promoting their 
own prosperity and security, lind it very often their interest 
to kindle wars, and to make ihem last long. Wars make 
them have a large number of soldiers at their disposal; 
tbey furnish a fair pretence for new taxes and burdens on 
the People; they captivate the attention of the public; 
they sometimes engross the king's mind, and turn his at- 
tention from the conduct of his ministers ; they make them 
the more necessary for the king, when involved by wars in 
difficukiesand dangers; they oftentimes procure the means, 
of sellms^ to the enemy^ a victory, or some retardation, or a 
sufficient delay that the same may frustrate an undertaking 
or expedition ; ihey place new employments and favours at 
the disposal of ministers, who thereby gain new strength 
and numbers of adherents ; Sic. &c. War is the art of gam- 
ing victories at home. — The executive power has the 
means of going on, from one tyrannical step to another, to 
crush all liberty, and throw the People into slavery j Peo- 
ple live in some respect upon the grace of tbeir kings- 
Sound ideas are undermined } the Sovereign People are 
called the subjects of the king, whilst as to right, tne king 
js either their tnisim and servant^ or an unlawfiil tyrant 
The ships, the armies of the rêaim, of the Péopk^ are calt- 
ed his majesty's ships, armies, &c. as if the king were the 
proprietor. Laws (either the expression of the will of the 
People, or of no value, at least no laiGsJ) are given in the 
name of the king, without mentioning the will of tbe Peo- 
ple* So the plain man may be induced to believe that the 
king is his rightful master, instead of his trustee. By mani- 
fold similar means \l is endeavoured to overturn all ri«bt 
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political coQceptionSj» whilst moreover Idogs, and their min- 
isters, have their bastilles, or similar graves for the living» 
to silence every enlightening instructor of the People. 

America having no kins, no courtiers, has no war nei- 
ther, and few taxes, and di;nost no national debt ! compare 
her lot to that of every kingdom ! Remember how happy 
the flourishing Swiss and Dutch Commonwealths were t 

Hatred between two nations so as to cause wars, now-a- 
days, People being influenced more or less by Christian 
pnnciples, is unnatural and untrue in general. ..... No, we 

every where see the People pray and groan (or peacf ; on- 
ly tyrants and governments bring forth the bloody wars, 
shocking to meditate on : men taking arms, wherewith 
they are not naturally provided, to kiu thousands of their 
brethren, whilst not the most ferocious beast attacks his 
fellow. Hatred is alone artfully kindled by governments^ 
in the hearts of a few unintelligent persons. To be sure 
BO two Democratically governed nations would now-a-days 
resort to war against each other, their People would not de- 
jcree war. 

I drop the subject of monarchical government 

As the executive power, having the treasures, favours, 
employments, and often the military force, at their dispo- 
sal, is always a dangerous power, much to be dreaded for 
the People and their liberty, it is of the greatest moment, 
in what way, and by whom, the executors of that power 
are to be chosen ; none of them should enter upon nis of- 
fice but by the approbation of the People, and the People 
should be enabled to recall, in a regular manner by their 
vote in their meetings, every one of them who might have 
lost their confidence* , 

The original aim of penal laws, is to prevent mischief, 
by threats and by examples of punishment. The safeQr of 
the People, the preventmg of real mischief, is the àole true, 
and reasonable ground for any penal law. To forbid, to 
restrsdn, or punuh any act which produces no real mischief, 
is contrary to^ the rights of ipàn ; an edict for these piir* 

Eoses is an odious, execrable, despotical institution, not 'a 
iwy nothing can be LEGAUéj fcrbidden but what i» pemî- 
W 
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cious, barmfd, to human ^odeiy Everyman has antm- 

alienable right, to communicate his feelings and opinioDS, 
about every public, and private aifair, and person, in any 
Bttcb way as he may think fit ; consequently the fullest free- 
dom of writing and speaking, can never legally be restrain- 
ed nor limited, nor can a man legally be punished for any 
writing or speech as such, however slandering, false, fee. its 
contents may be< Only when a crime, a murder, a setting 
on fire, or any other unlawful and mischievous act of vio- 
lence, has taken place^ then such a person upon whom it is 
Eroveable that be has caused or promoted the crime, by 
is writing, speech, or by any other means, and that his 
design was thereby to cause or to promote it,{*) is punisha- 
ble as an instigator or accessary to the crime- Punishment 
in anjr other case whatever, in consequence of writing or 
speaking, is illegal, ,,.„ Pretended laws against lÀbels^ he. 
tend to deprive the People of many a free, enlighten- 
ing, and most useful writing, and many a necessary warn- 
ing ; and to promote the most iniquitous persecutions, and 

oppression on the best friends to the People When a 

writer publishes an untrue aspersion, against any assembly 
or man, it will soon be found untrue ; nut a hundred re- 
peated untrue aspersions will degrade them, but their own 
bad conduct may soon do it Tl]e virtues man relies safe- 
ly on his innocence ; what is said against him may contain 
a useful and profitable warning for him to avoid even the 
appearance of things imputed to himj and if he thinks it 
necessary, which wdl seldom fee the case, or likely to pro- 
duce any good, he may take up the pen and place his de- 
fence before the public j measures of this kind are indeed 
the only proper and efficacious way to clear one's self from 
any unjust imputation, in the pubhc eye ; — persecution has, 
naturally, an effect quite the reverse [It was said af 



[*) Bad îQt^rttioD is the chief inj^i^dieat of anj crime; witbont bad 
ioteDtJDa DO one can heconie crjniinaK To constitute a puuiibabte 
crime. It is a first requisite that it be proreable tbat one has dooe an act 
to which he had do ri^ht ; aod «econ^ly , that he had an iatention to 
perform the crime. {Ths animus criminatis.) 
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Tiberias :] The public cemure was true, else he had not fdC 
it bitter. 

Let me now add a few more considerations respecting 
the present state of this country lasting wars, ...... in- 
supportable taxes you suffer ; Great, alarmingly great^ 

numbers of English and foreign troops are at the disposal of 
ministers ; you are only to pay for the considerable expen- 
ses of their keeping, and to experience whether they won't 
prove the means to subjugate you and to subject you to a 
military despotism; a powerful and crafty enemy threatens 
your coasts, an enemy who owes such a great part of his 
iniquitous successes and conquests, to corruption, and to 
the inability, sloth, and want of foresight that took place 
amongst his opposers ; if one day you see most clearly this 
country, sold by ministers, in the utmost danger of falling a 
speedy prey to Buonaparte, then (if not saving the Country 
by a glorious, lawful, dutiful insurrection, which in suck 
moments would be very difficulty) vou may put a humble 
address to your perhaps quite en^ebled king, who may 
know nothing about what happens, in the hands of a Seeré" 
taryàfStaU ! Britons, consider your situation, the dangers 
you are in, before it be for ever too late ! .... Every Chris- 
tian is bound to love his fellow-men, his brethren, as him- 
self, and to do all that is in his power for their safety and 
happiness; most active Patriotic conduct is a Christian 
du^ ; and neglect of it, a resolution not to interest one's 
self actively with the fate of one's Country, is a resolution 
to disobey the law of God commanding love to one's 
neighbours.(*) This shocking sin causes the fall, the woes, 
of many a People. Take to heart without any further de- 
lay the manifold warnings which Providence ^ves you, by 
foreign and by domestic occurrences, by Patnotic speeches 
and writings ; listen to those who Patriotically foretell you 
your woes ; and save yourselves by immediately turn- 
ing to your Patriotic duty. 



(*) Not cool words of wellwishing, but acts of love, are required 
of U8. See The Mfistle qfJmneSt Chapter II, verse 15, 16. 
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The assembly now called the house of cotmuons is dis- 
sokedj prorogued, te, by the will of the king, or rather by 
the will and according to the iDterests and ricws of minis- 
ters, So in moments that their sittings might be most 

necessary, that a whole People looks to them, and great 
tilings should be voted by them, timely to save England, 
as for înBtance parliamentary reform now, the commons 
may be dissolved by one word of power, or their meetings 
may be pToro|ued for a long time. Indeed, having stul 
this power, mmisters might laugh at it, even when a house 
of commons existed, freely chosen by the People, and com- 
posed of friends to the People ; indeed, as long as they 
were assured that it was in their power, at any time to make 
the house of commons submit to an order for prorogation, 
they need not to fear it ; »,• Now the commons being col- 
lected together in part by the worst means, which enable 
ministers, &,c. to get iheir majority in a very easy manner^ 
by corruption, promises, some distribution of the money, 
and places, and offices of the state, &ec- — now ministers be- 
ing very well satisfied with their obedient commons, com- 
plying with every supply, every new burden on the People, 
screening guilt, and, even in an unexampled manner, op- 
pressing patriotic freedom and firmness, — no%v ministers 
can keep such a dear parliament for a series of years, -„„, 

So, in genera], under a so called limited monarchicAl 
gov*>mmentj and in most countries where there is a king, 
even the seemingly best institutions in behalf of the Peo- 
pie, are either nothing but idle names in themselves, and 
only fît to deceive the People and make them believe 
themselves free, and their rights well guarded, — or these 
institutions were originally better, but in that case soon 
crafty courtiers prevailed to have only their shadow left 
— Monarchical power jumps over every limit (when the 
People do not stand watching and ready to punish,) and 
naturally will very soon prove a despotical power ; as ma* 
nifold examples teach us* 

As to the means by which since a long time the mem- 
bers of the house of commons were collected and their 
wfkajùfity returned b^ aftwptr&om instead of by tht People, 
I refer to the Pediion to tne house of commonsj resolved 
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upon by the Electors of Westminster, on tbe Mi day of 
February last; ....(*) 

(*) 

** Tbat, io a petition presented to jour honourable house br Charles 
Grej, Esq, {now Earl Grey,) on Monday» the 6th day of Maj, 1793, 
and whieh petition was entered oo the journals of jour' honourable 
bouse» it was averred, and offered to be proved, 

** That the house of comaions did nçt fullj and fiiirl j represent the 
People of England. 

'* That the elective franchise was sp partiallj and uneqnallj distribu* 
ted, th^t a majoritj of jour honourable house was elected bj less tbaa 
a 200th part of the male population^ 

** That 70 of jour honourable Members are returned bj 25 places^ 
where the elections are notoriouslj mere matters of form. 

** That, In addition to the 70 so chosen, 90 more of jour bon. Mem- 
bers are elected by 46 places, in none of which the number of Electors 
exceed 60. ' 

*' That, in addition to the 160 so elected, 37 more of jour bon. Men. 
are elected bj 19 places, in none of which the number of Electors ex- 
ceed 100. 

*' Tbat in addition to the 197 bon. M. so chosen, 52 more are return^ 
ed bj 26 places, in none of which the number of voters exceed 200. ' 

** That, in addition to the two hundred and fortj-nine so elected, 
twentj more are returned for counties in Scotland, bj less than one 
hundred Electors each, and ten for counties in Scotland, bj less than 
two hundred and fiftj each. 

*' That, in addition to the 279 so elected, 13* districts of burghs in 
SeotUmd, not containing 100 voters each, and 2 dhitricts of burghs, not 
containing 22d each, return 15 more of jour hon. M. 

«'That, in this manner, 294 of jour hon. M. are chosen, which, be- 
ing a decided majoritj of the entire house of commons, are enabled to 
decide all questions in the name of the whole People of Great Britain. 

f* Thai a4 individnals do, bj their own immediate authoritj» send 
157 of jofir bon. M. to parliament. 

'* That, in addition to these 157 hon. M. 150 more, making, in the^ 
whole, 307, are returned to jour hon. house, not bj the collective voke 
of those whom thej appear té represent, but bj the recommendatioii 
ef 70 powerful individnals, added to the 84 before mentioned, and mak- 
ing the total number of Patrons altogether onlj 154, who return a de- 
cide maJQf >ty of jour honourable house. 

** That seats io jeur honourable house are sought for at a most ex- 
travagant and increasing rate of expense. (128) 

(128) I omit several parts of this long but important note; it protes 

Shinl)" how the enjojment of a most important right eau be «tterij 
»t by a People» whilst the naoiiu the shadow, remaias. . 
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Atij while thus for rotten boroughs members ai'« relum- 
ed, in fact by one man, the populous towns of Sheffield, Bir- 
niingham, aud Manchester remain without representative ; 
and even in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, in the di- 
rection of Oxford-streetj above 4€O,00O persons are in eve- 
ry respect unrepresented, — ^Great numbers of Britons 
thronghout the Land are not allowed to votCj though cer- 
tainly entitled to it ; numbers of placemen and pensioners 
keep their seats in paHiamentj he. &c, and under these cir- 
cumstances, the necessity of reform for the salvation of ibe 
Country being so obviousj and the People claiming it so 
loudly, a great majority in the house of commons have 
rejcctedt nearly without discussion, the motion of the Pa- 
triot Brand, "That a Committee be appointed to inquire 
into the state of the representation in the house of com- 
mons, and to investigate the most effectual measures of re- 
forming the same." At which rejection we ought not won- 
der when considering the means by ivhieh the majority 
were coUectedj and how much many members are interest- 
ed in the continuance of the worst abuses. 

Be from this very moment constantly watchieg: 

read some good newspaperi(129} **..,- that you may at least 
know what is done publicly, and that the words of your 
true Patnotsmay reach your ears; read it with attention, 
and with a Patriotic heart, jealous of your liberty and 
rights; form Patriotic dubs every where throughout the 
Country, rt^ad and speak together, for mutual instruction, 
and for all those great benefits which clubs are likely to 
promote ; communicate to each other, and take to heart, all 
tvhat has been said by your eminent Patriots, and by friends 
of mankind^ in those times when the French People enjoy- 
ed liberty: .-..,- Do follow whh zeal every good advice. 
May a Patriotic fire burn up in your hearts, and raise you 

(1291 Wherever political parties esi*;t, I think, it is biKlilj advisable 
that each Citizen lîhouîit iea<ï at leasî oi^e jia[>er of each party l that im 
may see public meo &iid measur&s é^îliibited in a diO^^rcni light, receive 
timely warning and Eatutary instmctiDn, and judge for bina se If respect- 
ing each imporunt occurrence, di^Iainiiig iilterly any thing like sla? i<ïh 
subjection of his judgmeat tt> the leaden gf any party, or inipricitcciiifi- 
deote ia any man. 
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to deeds of generous love to men ! Take to heart the truths 
displayed in this writing ; , 

le Britons ! who by your station, your experience, your 
skill, judgment, or learning, joined wjth zealous Patriotism 
and enlightened political conceptions, are qualified above 
others greatly to profit the Country, the highest the most, 
indispensable duties now rest upon you ! Maintain and de- 
fend the righteous cause of the People, the only source of 
legal power ! Teach and promote truly sound political con- 
ceptions ! and may political prejudices soon be expelled by 
plain truth and unsophisticated reason ! Unite, meditate, 
act ! Sacrifice every thing to your duty and to the People ! 
— Devote yourselves undivided to the great and good cause, 
%he liberty and hai>piness of men. Fear nothing but to load 
your conscience with heavy guilt, by sloth and dereliction 
of your duties ! Ye who stood virtuous and u;ishaken for 
the cause of the People, respectful thanks to you in the 
name of thoasands ! Go on in this most glorious path ! 

And you unfortunate Nations on the continent, who groan 

under the yoke of slavery, You experience, alas ! the 

woeful consequences of living in a state of subjection to a 
quite unlawful despotical overruling power; you experi- 
ence the evils which naturally attend the loss of liberty. 
Wars, slavery under the yoke of a foreigner, cruel constraint 
to commit murder, to oppress, to be instruments to the 
most crying iniquities, — ^burdens, manifold miseries, — bow 
you down French People, once free, glorious, and admired ; 
.and DOW the means, in a monster's hand to spread subjec- 
tion and misery over the surrounding Nations ! Arise migh- 
ty French People ! Arise French armie§ ! Free your- 
selves, France, Europe, from depopulation, destruction, and 
continual wars ! ...... 

May the Almighty Righteous Lord of all, give his bless- 
ing, to all ^od virtuous endeavours to restore liberty, and 
the full enjoyment of rights ! May soon the chains of op- 
pression every where be broken, unlawful power pulled 
down, tyrannical governments, and wars, which are debas- 
ing for mankind, no mpre be seen, and freedom, peace, 
and happiness be gratefully enjoyed over the Earth ! 
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QÙNTJINWG IMPORTANT MATTER. 



A View of the Evidences of Christianity ; by W. Paley. 
—Sold by J. Tiebout &Sons, No. 238 Water-street, New- 
York.— $ 1.25 cts. 

16 Sermons of George Whitefield. 6 sh« — ^And 18 Ser- 
mons of the same. $1. — Sold as above. 

Letters and Sketches of Sermons. By John Murray, 
senior ï^astor- of the first Universal Society in Boston. — 3 
vol. $^ in boards. — Sold by M. Byng, Sexton of the Soci- 
ety of United Christian Friends professing the Faith of 
Universal Salvation, No. 13 Chrystie-street, (late First- 
street, J -New-York. 

Adai^èn's Evidences of the Christian Religion. ^1.— - 
Sold by S. Wood & Sons, No. 261 Pearl-street, New-York. 

Zion's Pilgrim. Sold as above. — 6 sh. 

Kidder's Demonstration of the Messiah.-^Sold by T. & "" 
J. Swords, No. 160 Pearl-street, New-York. — ^$1,60 cts. 

Larduer's Works ; containing his Jewish and Heathen 
Testimonies ; Credibility of the Gospel-History; &c.— 
SoI^Hb above. — $54. 

JLesley's Short Method with the Deists. Sold as above. 
—5 sh. 

Chalmers' Discourses on Revelation. Sold as above.— 
^1.50 cts. 

Porteus' Evidences of Christianity. — ^Sold as above.— 
3 sh. &; 6 pence. 

John Newton's Works ;— W. Romaine, Walk of Faith ; 
Mason's Spiritual Treasury. — All sold as above ; and dso : 
Watson's Apolosy. 6 sh. — ^And Bogoe'sJEssay. 

Triomphe de FÈvangile^ ou Mémoires â^un Homme du 
monde revenu des Erreurs du PhUosôphisme moderne* fye.'^ 
Se trouve ehez Fernagus^ Libraire^ Jso. 96 Broadway ^ JV*ei^ 
York. — 4 voL $6. 

De la Religion Révélée, ou de la nécessité, des carottes et 
deVauiheniietié de la Révélaiion. Par P. G. Herluisim.'^ 
Chez Femagus.'^$2. 
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